
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 








. t 



THOf KYMER Fiq! • 




i3A 



[HfM- 



JOHN^ ^Vl L. M O T, E arl of 



I 




Rochester. 



SOME 



P A S S A G 1 



IN THE 



LIFE AND DEAl 



O F 



JOHN Earl of Roche 

Written by his own Diredtion on lu$ Dcat] 

By GILBERT B^URNET, 

Bifhdp of S^ L I s B u R Y. 

W I T H A ; 

S E R M O N, 

Preached, at the Funeral of the faid 1 
By the Rev, ROBERT PARSONS, 

To this Edition is prefixed 

Some Account of the Life and Wi 
of the Earl of Rochester, 

By Dr. SAMUEL JOHNSC 



The Account of Barttefs faltttarjr Conferences (with JUpbeilei 
hfhim in a Book, entiUed^Some Paflages in die Life and D< 
Earl of Rocheiter ; which the Critic ought to read for its El 
Phiiofcf her iot its Arguments, and the Saint fn its Piet/. 

Johnfon*8 F< 



LONDON: 
Printed for T. DA VIES, RwssBt-S': 
Covent-Garden. 

M.Dcctxxxn. 



A D V 1 R T I S B M B N T. 



JilSHOP BURNET/s Narrative of the moftrcmar- 
ka|>lf Pafikges ui the^Life ^£ t\yp c^]iet>r^^ Johi| 
Wilpiot, Eaii of Rochefter^ has ever been greatljn 
valued^ notonlyas a]irelegaffit>€enijpo(ki<m» but- as a 
i^qn of in^radicm to m^ddnd« 

A young liobleman^ conver&nt in a. moil licen* 
tious Goitrt^ whence regularity of behaviour and 
fouQ^jqiorality were banimed for the more tempting 
allureiilents oTvicious pleMuresi^nd fenfujd gratifica- 
tions! was unhappily drawn into the cojnmiffipn of the 
nioft unjuftiiBable and profligate a6fions. A fit of iick- 
titk ronfed him inWa fenieoi his abandoned eeoH^ 
of life ; he called for the affiila^ce of ^ eminent di- 
Tsne, to whom he trufled his moft fecret actions ; 
an4. with,all ther qiqdpiurof cQiwiftioii ami the fi|^ 
cerity of penitence, eajpeftly req,jieAe|l: him, on his 
death-bed, to communicate them freely and undif- 
gfdied: ta tihe world* B4»rnet. has &ithfully fulfilled 
theitftektions of his penitent; but, at the fame time, 
h^*^tated the beft as welt as the worft^part of' lord 
RoclMer's life. 

• The very YAA emaome x am b e fe w tf d VKfom this book 
t>yDr. SamaefjDhnfoih ^^r^gpcateft name ii» litera- 
ture, in hi$ Inhres of the Englifh Poets, has induced 
' fee bookfefley to^repyiatity wkh* the, addition of thie-> 
fame great author's AppoAntj^pf ^ Life and Writings 
of tl>e Eju^ of Roche^r,.- 

The 
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Th^ SoUoitmg Accociiit of tW 
ROCHEsnrER's Life and W! 

tRc Works of that NQ&Ieman. 

J OHM WlLWOT, iHtewaf d^ c^f rf 

bf cto titti^o< Iwd' W}h«ot>^ was born; 
]^47, tir IHttlfcy ill' O^Ydffiirc. Aft. 
liMiieitf «Aieaiibit^ at the tchxsot of i urfo 
tered a nobleman into y^^ititti-coTleg^in 
l7t#BfvrywtfarcfM; and', & 1661, at four 
wiik feinr differ pctfoiwr cf higli rifffc, u 
4»f saUB b)!' larff Clarendon iif poibn. 

H« tr»iKUM afterv^ardft' into Prance 
Ml,, aakiimttiiiy dif^fotUfil&tisMf tott 
^^lurweflttcrfra^wiftk 9B«dwidi, ^d < 
cd himfelf at Bergen by uncommon' imrep 
Ae'mixt'fiimnua^ lyirot^ again 0n-bo%rdb' 
Spiaggiy^wlni^iii ttolnaritftlte engag* 
ving » ttttffkjgR o^iVfvSbf tot fend^ t» one 
uoM^ couU iiiii miBPitHOi^ restd^r tb earty i 
Slot; wHdr in ^K ^ft* bi0Mi wenr «ttd 
midft the Itorm of fliot. 

A z 



But his reputation for bravery was not lafting : lie 
was reproached with (linking away in flreet-qttarrels^ 
and leaving his companions to ihift as they could 
without him. 

He had very early an inclination to intemperance^ 
which he totally fubdued in his travels ; but, when * 
he became a courtier, he unhappily addicted him- 1 

felf to diflblute and vicious company, by which his ] 

principles were corrupted and his manners depraved- J 

He loft all fenfe of religious reftraint $ and, finding- ^ 

it not convenient to admit the authority of lawsr J 

which he was refolved iHot to obey, Iheltered hi»: 
wickednefs behind infidelity* 

As he excelled in that noify and licentious merri* 
sient which wine excites, his companions eagerly 
encouraged him in excefs, and he willingly indulged* 
it, till, as he confefTed to Dr. Burnet, he was for ^ 

five years together continually drunk, or fo much in« 
flamed by frequent cbriety as in no interval to be 
piafter of himfelf. 

In this ftate he played many frolics, which it is 
jiot for his honour that we (hould remember, and 
3vhich are not now diftindlly known* He often pur« ^ 

fued low amours in mean dilguifes, and always aded < 

with great exadnefs and dexterity the charadera 
which he aiTumed. 

He 
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*Hc once creSed a ftagc on Tower-Hill, and ha- 
rangued the populace as a mountebank ; and, ha- 
ving made phyiic part of his Audy« is faid to have 
pradlifed it fuccefsfully. 

He was fo much in &vour with king Charles^ tha 
he was made one of the gentlemen of the bedchambr 
and comptroller of Woodftock-park. 
■ Having an a£iive and inquifitive nlind, he nev 
except in his paroxy&is of intemperance, was whc 
j^egligent of ftudy : he read what is coniidered as 
lite learning fo much, that he is mentioned by V( 
as the gqgiiefl fchdar of all the nobility, Somet 
he retired into the country, and amufedhimfelf 
writing libels, in which he did not pretend to o 
himfelf to truth* 

His favourite author in French was Boilea 
in Englifli Cowley. 

Thus, in a courfe of drunken gaiety a; 
jenfuality, with intervals of ftudy perhaps - 
criminal, with an avowed contempt of al' 
andorder^ a total difregard to every morale 
iblute denial of evtry religious, obligation 
worthlefs and ufelefs, and blazed out his 
his health in laviih voluptuoufnefs ; till, 
of one and thirty* he had exhaufled the ^ 
and reduced himfelf to a ftate of weaknef 
.A3 






At tbis tUpe lie was led to aju aequainta^e with 
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Di-^ Bnmet^ i» wboffii Jhe Uti4 <)peA with great £ree« 
dpm the ceoor of his pptaioAs aod the cpair£b «f h9« 
life, and from whom he received litch ^mvi^ioa rf th» ^ 

lea^nabkojeA of »Oirai duty* iu)d the lYudi of durif- 
tiwty, 45 9n9du«eii« «Q«ri«baf^be(Ch #f his flMii*f 
ners and opiniooi. TheftceaMt Vf tiNi6 AkMKfi 
€Mi|ma0Bsk.gf9reiit>)rBiifMt» in a book -ftttiihd, 
S^ PaAgesof die life tad Death wf }omH frurfr 
^il0C89ftTEft } iK^hkh tlMctitic fttgkt tomai fots 
' iu tUg^fkte, the j[Mi»ia|^her for its miyipMilii> and 
th« fiuAt &r its {>ieit}r* JLt w^eaa iBJiuy <» ^oe Tnitf 
t0 off^ hia an abddgemeat* 

Nedied J«l)r2<, i6do> bf&ii^lie had cinqi^kixid 
his thirty-third year ; and was fo worn aoray by m 
limgiUii«li» that life wcntentwitiiotttkini^jgie* 

Lord Rodiefter was eminent for the yi^oiir tf hh 
<y>Ilaqaial wit> and r^omarkaUe fbr many ntldprailks 
and iaUies^f extravagance. The glare ^ ha fctte^ 
Hd dkarader dilTttied itAdf «poQ his writinga; the 
compofitioaff of dinaa» wbofe «aine waa heard ib nf^ 
cenY were certain of atietttiosi^ and ftom aiaiiy rtz^ 
dert certain of a^laafe. This biase of nefatalaonia 
iMt ytit quite exdngaiflicd ; and kit pocaiy Hail n« 
tains feme fplehdoar heyond that wfakh gonlaa hat 
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y^boi €M B^TAet ^Ive «s j^fbpi to believe tik«^ 
9MA wiM ImptHea to jiittirfifadi lie dSdii6C wi^e. 
I (fcmm HM V Whom tte «dgi»ri.t»Ueffiosi iwia 
«Mrfe, "cr 'Iqr wilt nitiMrity it8.2;«»iiiReBe& Ivts «C^ 
cert^ed. The firft edition was puUiflieAtatlie^wtt 

in the title-page to be printed at Antwerp*. 

0f ftnje dF the jfioM, how^vtr^ ldie» is. ne 
Ifanbtw TheitRtftiiaiitiF Itemee^B €itwe^ idife ¥eiw 
ib to Lord id«%rajfe^.^e Sstiie ag»hJi:Mui^ a« 
¥«i|f6itqp«ttN0iMaig, mdj^eiiiip^foiBevUms^ 4»o» 

Ae late tdl^^n^^lbilsi. 
., Al te oasMt be fapp^kAUiiMMt Awnd leUWMtr fak* 
joy tovrfe ^.oohtinved *§kAy^ Ms fi6c«^ »e 4»i» 

ifklbiigl hav« M pMkvki* ohsfmAilf: fh^MI; 
like other fongs, in fmooth and eafy langak^/dfKbS^ 
and kindnefs^ difmiffion and defertion> abfence and 
ittconftancy> with dlie common jpIacl^oT afSficial 
conrt&ip. They are commonly fnKwth and eafy ; 
but jiavfe lilUe nat'iil'6i&d lit^e iehiimeht. 

Kis ilhitatibhdi' K6tktt on Liicilius fe ndt inelB- 

cond began that adaptation, whitti M^' txk^ W&i 
A 4 very 



very frcquciit, of ancient poetry to prel^nt tlmei ; 

flmdperkaps few will be found where the pamllelite 

is better prefervedthan in this. The verfificatioh is 

indeed fometiines cafelefs^ bat it is fometimes vtgo» 

'jrous and weighty. ' . / 

The i!xongeft ^ort of his mufe is his 'poem upon 

Nothings ' '■ . ' ' ' 

^ * In examining this performance. Nothing mull be 

•coniidefed as having not only a negative, but a kind 

of pofitive, fignification ; as, I need not fear thieves, 

I haye nothing ; and. nothing is a very, powerful pro- 

.te^or. In the firfl part of thefentence it is taken ncr 

gatively ; in the fecond it is taken pOiitively, as an 

HgeiU:, In one of Boileau's lines it was a queftio^, 

whether he ihpuld ufe a rien fairs or a ne rienfam ; 

md the firft was preferred^ becaufe it gave rieu a 

fenfe in fome fort poiitive. Nothing can be a fubjed 

onlyin |ts pofitive fenfe, andfuch a fenfe is givei| it 

inthefirilline; 

Nothing, thou elder brother ev'n to fhade^ 

The poiitive fepfe is generally prefensed with grea^ 
jkill through the whole poem ; though fometimes, 
in a fubordinate fenfe, the negative nothing; is inju^ 
^iottily mingled, 

. . Another: 
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Ait6tiier of Kis moil vigorous pieces is 
poon on Six Car Scroop^ who» in a poei 
The Praifeof Satire^ had fome lines like t 

To fatal midnight quarrels can betray 
His brave companion f, and then gun av^ 
Leaving him to be murdered in the ftreet 
Then put it off with fome buffoon concei 
Him, thus dilhonour'd, for a wit you ow 
And court him as top fidler of Uie town* 

This was meant of Rochefter» and dre 
him thofe furious verfes; to which Scroo] 
in reply an epigram, ending with thefe line 

Thou canft hurt no man's fame with thy ill 
Thy pen is full as harmlefs as thy fword. 

Of the fatire againfl Man, Rochefter can 
claim what remains when all Boileau's part is 
away. 

In all his works there is fprightlinefi and vi, 
and every where may be found tokens of a 
which ftudy might have carried to excellence j 
what more c^n be expelled from a life Ipent in < 



f I ^uote from memory. f Colonel Dow 
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THE 

P R E FA C E. 



THE celebrating the prai&s of the dead is am 
^^mnent fo worn aut byhmg «!id frequent 
ti/bj and now beceme fo xttufeoas by the flatteij 
that ttfuaily attpQds, it» that it k oo wander if fb^ 
;. neral orations^ or pam^gyrics, are ja^re oonfidered 

\' for the elegance of ^llfle and fineaefs -ef wit than for 
the authority lihcy carry with them as to the Uuth 
pf matters of &&. And yet I am not hereby de« 
terred from meddling with this kind of aj:gttmen^ 
nor From handling it with all the plainnefi I can| 
I delivering , only what I myfelf heard and faw;» with- 

out any borrowed ornament* I do eafily fore&e 
I how many will be engaged, for the fnpport of their 

I impious maxims and immoral practices, to difpa- 

i rage what I am to write. Others will cenfure it 

becaufe it comes from one of my profeffion ; too 
i jmany fuppoiing us to be induced to frame fuch dlA 

L courfes for ^carrying on what they are pleafed to call 
: djit trade. Some will think I drefs it up too arti- 

i fidaB)r; and oihen, that t prefect it too pl«m and 

isakci* 

But, 



r ^ 1 

But» being refolved to govern myfelf by the exiSt 
rules of truths I ihall be lefs concerned in the cen<- 
fores I may fall under. It may feem liable to great 
exception that I ihould difcloie fo many things, i 

that were difcovered to me, if not under the feal of ^ 

confeffion^ yet under the confidence of friendihip. I 

But this noble lord himfelf not only releafed me ^ 

from all obligation of this kind, when I waited on 
him in his laft ficknefs a few days before he died, 
but gave it me^ in charge not to (pare him in any 
thing which I thought might be of ufe to the living, 
and was not ill pleafed to be laid open, as well in 
the woril as in the beft and laft part of his life, be 
ing fo fincere in his repeutaince, that he was not 
unwilling to take fhame to himfelf, by fuffering his 
faults to be expofed for the benefit of others. 

I write with one great difadvantage, that I can* 
not reach his chief defign without mentioning fome 
of his faults ; but I have touched them as tenderly 
as occafion would bear, and, I am fure, with much 
more foftnefs than he defired, or would have con-> 
fented unto had I told him how I intended to ma* 
nage this part. 1 have related nothing with per- 
fonal refledlions on any others concerned with him 5 
wiihing rather that they themfelves, refledUng oa 
the fenfe he had of his former diforders, may be 

thereby 



lliereBy led to forfake their own, than thi 
fhould be any ways reproached by what I 
s^d therefore, though he ufed Very few n 
with me as to his courfe of life, yet, fince 
bad a ihare in moft parts of it, I ihall relai 
tiling but what more immediately concerned 
felf ; and I ihall fay no more of his faults th 
neceifary to illuftrate his repentance. 

The occafion, that led me into fo particul. 
knowledge of him, was* an intimation, given m 
a gentleman of his acquaintance, of his defir 
fee me. This was fome time in Odober, i6 
^ ^heii he was flowly recovering out of a great c 
cafe. He had nnderflood that I often attended 
one well known to him, that died the fumnier t 
fore : he was alfo then entertaining himfelf, in th 
ftatc of his health, with the firft part of the Hifim 
$f the Riformation, then newly come out, wit 
which he feemed not ill pleaied ; and we had acci 
dentally met in two or three places fome time before. 
Thefe were the motives that led him to call for my 
company. After I had waited on him once or 
twice, he grew into that freedom with me, ^s to- 
open to me all his thoughts, both of religion and 
morality j and to give me a full view of his paft 
life ; and feemed not uneafy at my frequent vifits. 

So, 



C: ^ 1 
^Q^ .^11 Itji wont fcom Lcndon, wliiicli was iiv Uie- 
heg^nmng o£ ApnU I waited oa. bm often. Aar 
{bom 41 1 hfiftrd. h»f itt hct w9a» aod hmrnvdi bfr 
was tQaclii?4 ^^Otli % feafe 9f bis fonoer life,, I vvit. 
ta kuiu aiHl xeoeiiG^ from him an anTwois tiiM^ 
wUkoQi;. my k}i<mlcdgft|. wa& pidnui finoe U$» 
4iath» fmm a cot>l wUckonc of hU ierwmts qou^ 
veyed to the prej&.. la U three- is fo^tmdefiNDmt ^r 
valiiA p«.t on me, that itbai heeiv very iateiait 
for mfi to havepuhU&ed.it ^ y«t that muft b* afe^-J 
bated to hisi civility and wa.y of btvtding: and kii* 
deed he was^ garticttlady kn^wn. to fo fcw of. tbe 
d«rgy:,, that the goodoginioa hff had of mo^ is la b# 
{;ro{iated only ta hts. unae^aauitance wkl^ <sthei:9^ 

My end in wciting, kiiiuto di&hargf th^ hft com** 
mand^thwlozd left.on*me»* as that it mii)^ b« ofi«c^ 
tual.to awaken tho£e wha rynton to alltteaxccfiai 
of riot ;^ ai^dthat, ut the midft of th0&.hei^ which 
their lufls and paffion^^ saifet in them,t th^'m^f ho 
a little isnottg}!^ oa by &• yeat an kiilaiKO of 9«S9 
wha had xnn round -the-wholftxtrala ^Slumm^ t and, 
as Solomon, faj^ ofbimfelf, maffiitier hU^jftr^ 
J^nd^ ifi ktji^it natjirotittbtm^ smdinmiUeldtu^Jkemf 
j^om no.jeg^. But» when hct, looked back, on ail thai 
on which he hadt wailed, hia. time^aiidftrenftli^ he 
«fiatmed.it%apu^a«/.9CM/ss^ thoo^*ht 

had 



hfOt kp^ nfi^ jnimk wtuvik wit^ and 4s i^u 
qpked hff, ImcQiUig; ?n4 both. a$ nmck imj 
vpt}i-tbJAk«fff 2M»dtfi^]x;i fis.j^fpjiaiiyliteri 

l^tler th9i:^t%( bAcowt«d; thrift m^^jwH^ni 

op ]iim» tteii, b». a^od. 4. dejieftauo^ ta tkc 
teoABt •])& fqi»ie% k^ q£ tbcuiu. ^uilah]^ tg 

£i4)j||gvU!F4(^ ^ M^k^ff aoA. R^d^finnec^ tfa 

him, fo, I hope, the making it pi^IU xn^ytl 
more general influence, chiefly on thofe on 
his former conyerfation. might have had ill efFi 
I have endeavoured to give his charader a; 
as I could take it : for, I who faw him only : 
light, in a fedate and quiet temper, when 1 
under a great decay of ftrength and lofs of i 
cannot give his pidure with that life and advi 
that others may who knew, him when his 
were more bright and lively ; yet the c< 
fure he was then in may perhaps be fu| 
to balance any abatement of his ufnal v 
« which the declination of his health brougl i 



Qhder. t have written this difcourfe with is muelt 
care> and have confidered it as narrowly as X 
could. I am fure I have faid nothing but truth $ X ' 
have done it ilowly, and often ufed my iecond 
thoughts in it, not being fo much concerned in the 
cenfures which might fall on myfelf, as cautious 
that nothing ihould pafil that might obilruA my 
only deiign of writing, which is the doing what I 
can towards the reforming a loofe and lewd age. 
And if fuch a fignal inftance, concurring with all 
die evidence that we have for our moft holy faith^ 
has no effed on thofe who /are running the fame 
courfe, it is much to be feared they are given up to 
a reprobate fenfe. 
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O F 

JOHN Earl of ROCHESTER. 



JOHN WILMOT, earl of Rochefter, waa 
born in April, Anno Dom. 1648. His fa- 
thier was Henry earl of Rochefter, but beft 
known by the title of the lord Wilmot, who bore 
Ho great a part in all the iate wars^ that mention is 
often made of him in the hiftory, and had the chief 
fhare in the honour of the prefervation of his majefly 
after Worcefter fight, and the conveying hiiji from 
, place to place till he happily efcaped into France: 
! but, dying before the king's return, he left hi^. foa 
! B littlflt 
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t 'The LiFZxOttd Death of 

little other inheritance but the honour and title deri- 
ved to him, with the pretenfions fach emineitf fiarn- 
ces gave him to the king's favour : thefe were care- 
fully managed by. the great prudence and difcretion 
of his mother^ a daughter of that noble and ancient 
family of the St. Johns, df Wikftiire, fo'that his e- 
ducationwas carried on In all things fuitably to his 
quality* 

When he was at fchool, he was tn extrior^ary 
proficient at his book; and thofe fhining parts, 
which fince have appeared with fo much luflre, be- 
gan then to fhew them&lves. He acquired the Latin 
to fuch perfection, that to his dying day he retained 
a great reliih of the finenefs and beauty of that 
tongue, and was exa^^ly rtfhd in die incomparable 
authors that wrote about Auguflus's time, whom he 
tead ohtn with that peeuliar delight which tike great- 
eA wkft have ever ^nd in thofe kndies. 

When he went to the univcf fity, the general joy, 
which overxxft the whole nation upon his majefty'^ 
reftoratxon, but was not regulated with that fblmety 
and temperance that became a ferious gratitude ta 
God for (6 great a bleffiog, produced fbme of its ill 
eife&s upon him : he began to love thefe diforders 
too much. His tut^ was that eminent and pious du 
vine, Dr« Blandibrd, afttrwar ds^ promoted ta the 

fees 



John Earl of ROctftfstKiii 3* 

fees of OxAxrd and Worceftef; and^ ander iiirin* 
ipcdUob^ he was committed to the nlore immediate 
care of Mr. Phineas Berry, t feUoW of Wadbam* 
college, a very learned and ^od-nate/ed Mafti 
whom he afterwards ever H fed with much ttii^^ 
and rewarded him HJ btfcaliie a great aiaii# But the 
humoarof that time wrought io much on him, that 
he broke off the coarfe of hi« ftttdies/ to which no 
means tould erer effedlually recal him, till^ when 
he was in Italy, his governor^ D/. Balfouf, a learn- 
ed and worthy maA^ afterwards a celebrated phyiici^, 
in Scotland^ hie native cowntryj drtfw him to read fueh 
books as were moft likely to bring him back tcslove 
learning and ftudy : and he often acknowledged to 
tati in particalar three days before hii death, how 
mtch he was obliged to love and honour thiafhis .go^ 
vemoT/ to whoxft he thought he owed more thah to 
all (he world, next after hispai«ncs, for his great fi-» 
delity and ctf e of htm while he was under his tf uft* 
But nopaitof it&ffeaed hiAi aiOrefenfiblythan that 
he engaged him by many trieks {{o he expre^tfit) 
to delight in books and reaiHng ; ^ that ever after he 
took occaiian^ iit the intervals of thcyfe woful extras 
vagances that confumed moft of his time, to jread 
much } and, though the time was generally but \Ar 
i£A^ent}y employed, for the choice of the fubje^ 
B 2 of 
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of his ftadies was not always good^ yet the habitual 
love of knowledge^ together with thefe fits, of ft udy, 
had much awakened his underftanding, and prepa- 
red him for better things, when his mind fhould be- 
fo far changed as to jeliih them. 

He came from his travels in the eighteenth year 
of his age, and appeared at court with as great ad- 
vantages as moft ever had. He was a graceful and . 
well-fhaped perfon, tall, and well made, if not a 
little too flender : he was exaftly well bred ; and, 
what by a modeft behaviour natural to him, what by 
a civility become almoft as natural, his converfation 
was cafy and obliging. He had a ftrange vivacity 
of thought and vigour of exprefiloti : his wit had a 
fubtilty and fublimity both, that it wasfcarceimita-' 
ble. His ftile was clear and ftrong ; when he 
ufed figures, theyi were lively, and yet far enough 
out of the common road. He had made^^imfelf 
matter of the ancient and modern wit, and of the. 
modem' French and Italian as well' as the Englifliv 
He loved to talk and write of fpeculative matters ; 
and did it withfo fine a thread, that ^ven thofe, who. 
hated the fubjeds that his fancy ran upon, yet could 
not but be charmed with his way of treating them. 
Boileau among the French, and Cowley among the 
Englifh, wits, were thofe he admired moft. Some- 
times 
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times other men^s thoughts mixed with his compo- 
fares ; but that flowed rather from the impreffions 
they made on him when he read them^ by which 
they came to return on him as his own thoughts^ 
than thkt he fervilely copied from- any ; for few men 
had a bolder flight of fancy, more fteadily governed 
by judgement, than he had. No wonder a young 
man fo made and fo improved was very acceptable in 
a court. 

Soon after his coming thither, he laid hold on the 
£rilocca£on that offered to ihew his readinefs to ha- 
zard his life in the defence and fervice of his country. 
In winter, 1665, he went with the earl of Sandwich 
. to fea, when he was fent to lie for a Dutch Eafl-India 
fleet ; and was in the Revenge, commanded by fir 
Thomas Tiddiman, when the attack was made on 
,the port of Bergen in Norway, the Dutch fhips ha- 
ving got into that port. It was as defperate an at- 
tempt as ever was made ; during the whole adtion, 
the earl of Rochefler fhewed as brave and as refolute 
a courage as was poflible : a perfon of honour told 
me he heard the lord Clifford, who was in the fame 
flrip, often magnify his courage at that time very 
. highly. Nor did the rigours of the feafon, the hard-^ 
nefs of the voyage, and the extreme danger he. had 
been in, deter him from running the like on the very 
B 3 next 
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Boa^t occafion ; for the rummer folbwiag He wenl eof 
fea agaiii> without communicating his defignto hir 
Beared relations. He went on-board the ftip com^ 
manded by Ar Edward Spragge, the ilay before the 
great fea.fight of that year. Almoft all the volun<- 
tecrs th^t were in the fame ihip were killed. Mr* 
Middleton (brother to fir Hugh Middleton) was (hot 
in the arm. During the a^ipn^ fir Edward Spragge» 
not being fatisfied with the behaviour of one of his 
captains^ could not eafily find a perfon that would 
cheerfully venture through fo much danger to carry 
his commands to that captain. This lord offered 
himfelf to the (brvice \ and went in a little boat, 
through ail the fhot> and delivered hisjnefTage, and 
returned back to fir Edward } which was much com«- 
mended by all that faw it. He thought it necefTary 
to begin his life with th^fe demonftrations of courage^ 
in an element and way of fighting which is acknow- 
ledged to bethegre^teft trial of clear and undaunted 
valour. 

tie had fo.eatirely laid down the intemperan^ 
that was growing on him before his travels^ that at his 
^tum he hated nothing niore, But, falling into 
company that loved theie excefifea, he wasr: t^agh 
fibt without diiiculty, and by pianyiteps, hxought 
back to it again. And the natural heat of hjis faneyV 

iyeing 
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being inflamed by wine> oiade him fo extra vagaady 
pka£iuc> that rnany^ to be oiore diverted by that 
bumour, ftudied to engage him deeper and deeper ia 
intemperance \ which at length did b entirely fiib* 
due him» that, as he told me^ for five years together 
he was continually drunk ; not all the while under 
the vifible effeds of it^ but his blood was £b. inflamed, . 
ihat he was not, in all that time, cool enough to be 
perfedly mafler of himfelf« This led him to fay and 
do many wild and unaccountable things : by this, he 
faid, he had broken the firm conftitution of his 
health, that feemed fo fixong that ndthing was too 
hard for it ; and he had fuFered fo much in his r^u- 
tation, that he almoft defpaired to recover it. There 

. were two principles in his natural temper that, being 
heightened by that heat, carried him to great excefles : 
a violent love of pleafure, and a difpofition to extra- 
vagant mirth. The one involved him in great fen- 
fuality ; the othcf led him to many odd adventures 
and frolics, in which he wa^oft in haaard of his life : 

« the one being the fame irregular appetite in hif 
mind that tlie other was ia his body, which led him 
to think noising diverting that was not extravagant. 
.And thoi|g^y.iii| cold blood, he wa& a generous and 
'good-natured: itfait, yet he would go far, in his heats, 
.after !any thing that mig^(t4r9 to a jeft 0r matter of 
B 4 diverfion. 
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diverfion. He faid to me^ he never improved his 
intereft at court to do a premeditate mifchief to other 
perfons. Yet he laid out his wit very freely in libels 
and fatires, in which he had a peculiar talent of mix- 
ing his wit with his malice, and fitting both with 
fuch apt words, that men were tempted to be pleaied 
with them : from thence his compofures came to be 
eafily known, for few had fuch a way of tempering 
thefe together as he had ; fo that, when any thing 
extraordinary that way came out, as a child is fathered 
fometimes by its refemblance, fo it was laid at his 
door as its parent and author. 

Thefe exercifes in the courfe of his life were not 
always equally pleafant to him ; he had often fad in- 
tervals and fevere reflexions on them : and, though 
then he had not thefe awakened in him by any deep 
principle of religion, yet the horror that nature raifed 
in him, efpecially in fome fickneffes, made him too 
cafy to receive fome ill principles which others endea- 
voured to poiTefs him with ; fo that he was too fbon 
brought to fet himfelf to fecure and fortify his mind 
againft that, by difpofTefiing it all he could of the be- 
lief or appreheniions of religion . The licentioufnefs 
of his temper, with the brifknefs of his wit, difpo- 
fed him to love the converfation of thofe who divided 
their time between lewd a£Uons and irregular mirth. 

And 
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And fo he came to bend his wit^ and dire£l his (Indies 
and endeavoiirsj to fupport and ftrengthen thefe ill 
principles in himfelf and others. 

An accident fell out after this which confirmed him 
more in thefe courfes. When he went to fea in the 
year 1665, there happcnedto.be, in the fame (hip 
with him, Mr. Montague and another gentleman 
of quality. Thefe two, the former efpecially, 
fcemedperiuaded that they ihould neyer return into 
England: Mir. 'Montague faid he was fure of it; the 
other was not fo pofitive. The earl of Rochefter 
and the laft of thefe entered into a formal engage- 
ment, not without ceremonies of religion, that, if ci- 
ther of them died, he ihould appear, and give theo- 
ther notice of the future date, if there was any ; but 
Mr. Montague would not enter into the bond. When 
the day came that they thought to have taken the 
Dutch fleet in the port of Bergen, Mr. Montague, 
though he had fuch a ftrong prefage in his mind of his 
approaching death, yet he generoufly ftaid all the 
while in the place of greateft danger. ' The other 
gentleman iignalized his courage in a moft undaunted 
manner till the end of the adion, when he fell on a 
fudden into fuch a trembling that he could fcarce 
(land; and, Mr. Montague going to him to hold 
•him up» as they were in each others arms, a cannon- 
ball 
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ball killed him outright* and carried away Mr. Moit- 
tague's belly, fo that he died within an hour after. 
The earl of Rocheiler told me that thefe prefages 
they had in their minds made fome impreflion on 
him, that there were feparated beings j and that the 
foul, either by a natural fagacity or fome fecret no«^ 
tice communicated to it, had a fort of diviaatioa. 
Bat that gentleman's nev^r appearing was a great 
fnare to him during the nSt of his life ; thottgh» 
when he told me this, he could not but acknowledge 
it was an unreafonable thing for him to think, that 
beings in another Hate are not under fuch laws and 
limits that they could not comimand their own mo- 
tions but u the Supreme Power ihould order them ; 
and that one, who had fo corrupted the natural 
principles of truth as he had, had no reafon to expe^ 
that fuch an extraordinary thing ihould be done for 
his convifti^- 

* He told me of another odd prefage that one had 
of his approaching death in the lady Warre's, hia 
mother-in-law's, houfe. The chaplain had dreamt 
that fuch a day he fhoulddie ; but, being by all the 
family put out of the belief of it, he had almoft for- 
got it ; till, the evening before, at fupper, there 
being thirteen at table, according to a fond conceit 
that one of tbeie mnft foon dfte> one of the ywag la^ 

dies 
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die$ pQinted to him that he was to die* He^ re» 
membering his dream^ fell into foxne diforder ; and, 
the lady Warrc reproving him for his fupcrfUtion, 
he faid he wa9 confident he was to die before morn- 
Wig ; but, he being in perfeft health, it was not 
much minded. It was Saturday night, and he was 
to preach next day* He went to his chamber, and 
fat up late, as appeared by the burning of his can. 
die ; and he had been preparing his notes for his 
fermon ; but was found dead in his bed the next 
morning. Thefe things, he faid, made him inclined 
to believe the foul was a fubftance diftind from mat- 
ter; and this often returned into his thoughts.. But 
that which perfe£ted his perfuafion about it was, 
that, in the ficknefs which brought him (6 near 
death befbre I firft knew him, when his. fpirits were 
fo low and ipent that he could not move nor ftir, 
and he did not think to live an hour, he faid his 
reafon and judgement were fo clear and ftrong, that 
from thence he was fully perfuaded that death was 
Tiot the fpending or diffolution of the foul, but only 
the feparation of it from matter. He had in that 
£cknefs great remorfes for his paft life ; but he af- 
terwards told me, they were rather general and dark 
horrors than any convidUon of finning againfl God^ 
fie was forty he had lived io as to wafte his ftreni;th fo 
; foon. 
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foon, or that he had brought fuch an ill name upon 
himfelf ; and had an agony in his mind about it 
which he knew not well how to exprefs ; but at fuch 
times, though he complied with his friends in fuf- 
fering divines to be fent for, he faid he had no 
great mind to it, and that it was but a piece of his 
breeding to defire them to pray by him, in which lie 
joined little himfelf. 

As to the fupreme Being, he had always feme im- 
preffion of one ; and profefTed often to me, that he 
had never known an entire atlieift, who fully belie- 
ved there was no God. Yet, when he explained his 
notion of this Being, it amounted to no more than a 
vail power, tkit had none of the attributes of good- 
nefs or jnftice we afcribe to the Deity. • Thefe were 
his thoughts about religion, as himfelf told me. For 
morality, he freely owned to me, that, though he 
talked of it as a fine thing, yet this was only becaufe 
he thought it a decent mode of fpeaking ; and that, 
as they went always in clothes, though in tlieir fro* 
lies they would have chofen fome times to have gone 
naked, if they had not feared the people, — fo fome 
of them found it neceffary, for human life, to talk 
of morality, yet he confeiTed they cared not for it, . 
farther than the reputation of it was neceffary for 
their credit and affairs ; of which he gave me many 

inflances ; 
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inilances : as their profeffing and fwearing friendihip 
where they hated mortally; their oaths and impre- . 
cations.on their addrelTes to women, which they in- 
tended never to make good ; the pleafure they took 
in defaming innocent perfons, and fpreading falfe 
reports of fome^ perhaps in revenge, becaufe they 
could not engage them to comply with, their ill de- 
iigns ; the delight they had in making people quar- 
rel ; their unjuft ufage of their creditors, and put- 
ting them off by any deceitful promife they could 
invent that might deliver them from prefent impor- 
tunity. So that, in deteftation of thefc courfes, he 
would often break forth into fuch hard expreffions, 
concerning himfelf, as would be indecent for another 
to repeat. 

Such had been his principles and pradices in a 
courfe of many years, which had almoft quite extin- 
guifhed the natural propenlities in him to juftice and 
virtue. He would often go into the counj^j:^ ^^^ 
be for fome months wholly employed in ftudy, of the 
fallies of his wit, which he came to direA chiefly to 
fatire. And this he often defended to me, by faying 
there were fome people that could not be kept in or- 
der or admonilhed but in this way. I replied, that 
it might be granted that a grave way of fatire was 
fometimes no improfi table way of reproof; yet 

they. 
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they, who ufed it only out of fpite, and mixed lici 
with truth, fparing nothing that might adorn their 
poems or gratify their revenge, could not excufe 
that way of reproach by which the innocent often 
fttlTer; iince the moil maliciotti things, if wittily 
exprefled, might ftick to andblemifh thebeftmen 
in the world ; and the malice of a libel coiild hardly 
oonfift with the charity of an admonition. To this 
he anfwered, a n^n could not write with life unleft 
he were heated by revenge i for, to write a fatire, 
without refentments, upon the cold notions of phi- 
lofophy, was as if a man would in cold blood cot 
mens throats who had never offended him \ and he 
faid the lies in thefe libels came often in as orna^- 
ments that could not be fpared without fpoiling fha 
beauty of the poem. 

For his other (Indies, they were divided between 
the comical and wittjr writings of the ancients and 
moderns, the Roman authors, and books of phyfic, 
which the ill ftate oi health he was fallen into made 
more neceifary to himfelf, and which qualified him 
fbcan odd adventure which I ihall but juft mention « 
Being under an unlucky accident, which obliged 
him to keep out of the way, he difguifed himfelf 
lis that his neareft friends could not have kno^n 
him, and ftt up, in Tower- ftreet, for an Italiart 

mountebaiik. 
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mouatebank^ where he pradifed phyiic ioi fome 
weeks not without fuccefs. In his latur ye»6 he 
read books of hiAory more. He tookpleafure.to 
di%ttife himielf as g porter> or as a beggar ; ibme^ 
times to follow jfiome mean amonrsy which for the 
variety of them he aifeded. At other ttmes^ merc'- 
ly for direrfion, he would go about in odd ihapes^ 
in which he ad^d his part fo naturally, chat even 
thofe, who were in the fecret> and/aw him in theie 
ihapes, could perceive nothing by which he might 
be dilcorered* 

I have now made the defcription of kii former 
h&s and prindpies as fatly as I thought neteilafy to 
anfwer my end in writing, and yet with thofe te- 
ferves that I hope I have given no jn^ caufe of of- 
fence to any. I have faid nothing bat what I had 
^ from his own mouthy and have avoided the mention- 
ing <^ the more particular pafiages of his life, of 
which he told me not a lew : bot^ fince others were 
coneentedin them, whofe good cmly I design, I will 
^ay nothing that may either provoke or blemiih 
them. It is their re^mation, not their difgface, I 
defire. This tender confideration of others has 
made me fiipprefs many remarkable and Hfefal 
things he told .me ; but, finding that, though I 
fhould name none, yet I muft at leaft relate fuch 

circumHances 
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clrcumftances as would give too great occafion for 
the reader to conje£lure concerning the perfons in- 
tended, right or wrong, either of which were incon- 
venient enough, I have chofen to pafs them quite 
over. But I hope thofe, that know how much they 
were engaged with him in his ill courfes, will be 
fomewhat touched with this tendefnefs I exprefs to- 
wards them, and be thereby the rather induced to 
refleft on their ways, and to consider, without pre- 
judice or paiGon, what a fenfe this noble lord had 
of their cafe, when he came at laft fenoufly to irefi^^ 
upon his own. 

I now turn to thofe parts of this narrative wherein 
I myfelf bore fome (hare, and which I am to deliver 
upon the obfervations I made after a long and free 
converfation with him ffor fbme months. I was not 
long in his company when he told me he fhoold 
treat me with more freedom than he had ever ufed to 
men of my profeffion ; he would c<mceal none of his 
princ^les from me, but lay his thoughts open widi- 
out any difguife ; nor would he do it to maintain de- 
bate, or fhew his wit, but plainly tell me what duck 
with him; and protefted to me^ that he was not fo\' 
engaged to his old maxims as to refolye not to 
phange, but that, if he could be convinced, he 
would choofe rather to be of another mind. He bii, 

he 
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he would impartially weigh what l|ihoald lay before 
him> and tell me freely when it did convince and 
when it did not. He expreiTed this difpofition of mind 
to me in a manner fo frank^ that I could not but 
believe him and be much taken with his way of dif* 
courfe : fo we entered into almoft all the parts of na- 
tural and revealed religion^ and of morality. He 
feemed pleafed^ and in a great meafure fatisfied, 
with what I faid upon many of thefe heads ; and^ 
though our freeft converfation was when we were a- 
lone, yet upon feveral occaiions other perfons were 
witnefTes to it. I underftood from many hands that 
my company was not diftaflfefal to him« and that the 
fubjedls about which we talked moft were not unac« 
ceptable ; and he expreiTed himfelf often not ill 
pleafed with many things 1 faid to him> and particUf- 
larly when I vifited him in his laft iicknefs ; fo that 
I hope it may not be altogether unprofitable ^to 
publifh the fubftance of thofe matters about which 
we argued fo freely^ with our reafoning upon them ; 
and perhaps what had fome effeds on him may be 
not altogether inelFedual upon others. I followed 
him with fuch arguments as I faw were moft likely 
to prevail with him ; and my not urging other rea* 
fous proceeded not from any diftruft I had of their 
ioxQt, but from the neceffity of ufing thofe that were 
C ' moft 
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mbft proper for him* Re was then in a low Aate^ 
of healthy and (eemed to be ilowly recovering of a 
great difeafe. JEIe was in the milk diet> and apt to 
f^n into he£tical fits ; any accident weakened him, (b 
that he thought he could not live long; and, when 
he went from London, hefaid he believed he fhould 
never come to town more. Tet, during his being iu 
town, he was fb weU, that he went often, abroad^ 
Suid hkd great vivacity of fpirit ; fo that he was un- 
Sbr no fuch ^ecay as either darkened or weakened hi^ 
titiderftandirtg ; nor w^s he any way troubled with 
the fpleen or vapours, or under the power of me- 
lancholy. W^athe was then, compared to what he 
had been formerly, I could not fo well judge, who 
had feen him bnt twice before; Others have told me 
tiey perceived no difference in his parts. 'This I 
mention more particularly, that it may not be 
thought that m'elandioly, or the want of (pirits, 
made him more inclined to receive any imprefiibns : 
for indeed I never difcovered any fuch thing in him. 

Having thus opened the way to the heads of our 
'difeourfe, I Jhall next mention them. The three 
chief things we talked albodt were morality, natural 
religion, and revealed rdigion, Chriftianity in par- 
ticUlslr. For i&orality, he confeffed he faw the ne- 
Teffity of it, both for the govemmeht of the world, 

and 
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and for the preferration of healtli> Iife» and frlend« 
ihip ; and was very mueH afhaoied of his former 
pradices, rather becanfe he had made himielf s^ 
beaft^ and had brought pain and ficknefs on his bo* 
dy« and had fulFered much in his repu^tion, th^i^ 
from any deep fenfe of a Supreme Being or another 
fiate. Butfo far this went widihim> that he refolvi^d 
Hrmly to change the courfe of hi^ life^ which h^ 
thought he fbould efed by the Audy of phUof^phy^ 
and had not a few no lefs iblid t^an pleafant notions 
Qpncerniag the &lly and madnefs ofvic^* Bu^ hs 
o^nfefibd he had no remorfe for his pail anions ^ 
offences againft God> but ooly ^ injuries ts> himfi^if 
and to mankind* 

. Upon this iubjed I ihew«4 hiiu the defe^ of phi-* 
loibphy for re&ming the wpfli* Thai ijt w^ 9^ 
matter of fpeculation, which but few either h«4 the 
leifure or the capacity to eu<}ui):e ImXo ; bpt f he prin* 
ciple that mxit jEcform mankii4 m^ be pbyiotus^ tp 
tv.ery man's underftandii^ij^^ Th«jt phjloibphy^ in 
matters of luoraJity, heyg«i4 the grqat Jine^ of o^r 
duty^.had no vary ccgrta^n £xed r.uje;. hut, in the 
lels offices and in&inqps ^f our duty^ went jw^h 
by the fancies of men and cuftoms of nations ^^ ^d 
cf^^^lkmdy iQoold <lot h«9^e av^thoritty e^oyg^ to 
be2(r 4^^^ ^ fT0pex£iies pf 9lMt|^re> ftppe^^i 9f 
C 2 pafiion: 
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paffion : for which I inftanced in thcfe two points ; 
the one was about that maxim ofthe ftoics, to extir- 
pate all fort of pailion and concern for any thing. 
That^ take it by one hand, feemed defirable^ be- 
caufe^ if it could be accomplifhed^ it would make 
all the accidents of life eafy ; but I think it cannot, 
becaufe nature, after all our ftriving againft it, will 
ftill return to itfelf : yet, on the other hand, it dif- , 
folved the bonds of nature and friendihip, and flack- 
ened induiby, which will move but dully without 
an inward heat ; and, if it delivered a man from any 
troubles, it deprived him of the chief pleafures of 
life, which arife from friendihip. The other was 
concerning the reflraintof pleafure,howfar that was 
to go. ' Upon this he told me the two maxims of his 
morality then were, that hefhould do nothing to the 
hurt of any other, or that might prejudice his own 
health ; and he thought that all pleafure, when it 
did not interfere with thefe, was to be indulged as 
the gratification of our natural appetites. It feemed 
unreafonable to imagine, thefe were put into a 
man only to be reftrainedj or curbed to fuch a nar- 
Townefs : this he applied to the free ufe of wine and 
women. 

To this I anfwered, that, if appetites being na- 
tural was an argument for the indulging them, then 

th^ 
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the revengeful might as well allege it for murder, 
and the covetous for flealing, whofe appetites are no 
lefs keen on thofcobjedls, and yet it is acknowledged 
that thefe appetites ought to be curbed i If the dif- 
ference is urged from the injury that another perfon 
receives, the injury is as great if a man's wife is de- 
filed or his daughter corrupted ; and it is impoilible 
for a man to let his appetites loofe to vagrant lufls, 
and not to tranfgrefs in thefe particulars : ib there 
was no curing the diforders that muft arife frooi 
thence but by regulating thefe appetites. And why 
ihould we not as well think that God intended our 
brutifh and fenfual appetites fhould be governed by 
our reafon, as that the fiercenefs of beads fhould be 
managed and tamed by the wifdom, and for the ufe^ 
of man ? So that it is no real abfurdity to grant, 
that appetites were put into men on purpofe to exer- 
cife their reafon in the reftraint and government of 
them, which to be able to do minifters a higher and 
more lafling pleafure to a man than to give theiit 
their full fcope ' and range. And, if other * rules ■ 
of philofophy be obferved, fuch as the avoiding thofe 
objeds that ftirpaffion, nothing raifes higher paffions 
than ungoverned luft; nothing darkens the under- 
flahding and deprelTes a man's mind more ; nor is 
any thing managed with more frequent returns of o- 
C 3 ther 



fit ne Life end Death (/ 

tl&er immoralities* fuch 9ls oat]i,8 a9d imptecatioiuw 
which AFC only intended to compafs what is defined : 
i(he «j^]Me^ ^at ic neceflaiy tomain^aijii thefe irre*- 
^laritiesy makes a man falfe in his other dealing. 
Jdl this he freely confeiTed was true : upon which I 
.ur^edj that> if it was xeafonable for a man to regu- 
iuK'^ his apffeiite in thu^s which he knew wece; hurt- 
ful tohim, waiS it ^t as ^aibnahle for God to pre- 
. Icnbe a regulation of <jiofe appetites whoie unxe- 
ftrained covcie did {>rodicefi^ch mifchievous efFe&s ? 
Thart k could not be denied* but doing to others 
. what we would have others do uato us was a jiftft 
. rule : thofe men* then* that knew how extren^ fen- 
r £ble they themfelves would be of the diihonour of 
^vc families* in the caft of their wives or daugh- 
ters* muil needs c<Midemn themfelves for doing ^at 
which they could not bear from another : and* if the 
jjeace of mankind*, and the intire fatisfadion of our 
whole life* ought to be one of the chief meafures 
. of our a£tions» dien let all the world j udge* whet^her 
a man* that con^nes his appetite* and Hves content- 
ed at home, is not much happier than thofe that let 
their defires run after forbidden 4>bje6ls. The tiling 
being granted tp be better ^n itfelf, then thequeftion 
falls between the reftraint of appetite, in tome in- 
dances, ^d the freedom cf ainan-^ d^ougtits* the 
*' foundnefs 



f. 
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foundnefs of Hs health, his applicadoB to affairs, 
mth the ea£nf 6 of his wbql« life : whc^ier the 0b« 
is not to he done before the other ? A^ to ti^e diffi- 
culty of ftfch a reftraint^ dio^gh i^ is fiot eafy to 1^ 
^pae, when a aan allows himielf many liberties in 
which it is wt pol&ble for him to Aop^ yet ikoft, 
who avoid the occafions that may kindfe th^ tm- 
pure flmes, and keep themielyefi well enployed, 
£&d the vi^ory and dominion over thfta po fu^d 
unpo^ible or )u^d matter as may feen ^ £rft yiew : 
fb that, though ^e phUofophy aiul iixoraU<y fdf thif 
point were plain, yu thc^re i$ not ftrength enongh in 
jthat prindple to fubdue n^ure ai^d appetite* Upon 
ti^s i urged, that inoraHty could not be a ilronf 
thing unlefs a man were 4eterniined by a law within 
bimfelf ; for, if he only meafored hinUelf by deceu* 
cy, or. the laws of the ian^* this would teach him 
only to life inch c^u^ons in his ill pradUces, thajt 
they ihould not breajc out too viiibly; but would 
.never carry him to a^ iaward and nniver&l prob^y* 
Thatvir^tue was of Ji? (complicated a Aa.ture^ tbu, 
iinlels a man xrame intirely within its di&iplin^e^ h^ 
co^ld not adhere ibadfaJftly to any one precept ;, for 
yiqes 9xe^{ten made neceflary fnpports to p^^e ano- 
ther. That this cannot be done, either fteadily or 
with any fatisfa^on, unlefs the mind does inwardly 
C 4 comply 
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comply with^ and delight in^ the dilates of virtue ; 
and that could not be efFeded, except a man's nature 
were internally regenerated and changed by a higher 
principle : till that came about, corrupt nature 
would be flxong and philofophy but feeble, ^fpecial- 
ly when it firuggled withfuch appetites or paffions as 
were much kindled or deeply rooted in the conititif* 
tion of one's body. This, he faid, founded to him 
like enthuiiafm, or canting : he had no notion of it, 
and fo could not underftand it. He comprehended 
the di^tes of reafon and philofophy ; in which, as 
the mind became much converfant, there would 
foon follow, as- he believed, a greater eaiinefs in o- 
beyingits precepts. I told him, on the other hand> 
that all his fpeculations of philofophy would not 
ferve him in any flead to the reforming of his nature 
and life, till he applied himfelf to God for inward 
affiflances. It was certain that the impreflions made 
in his reafon governed him as they were lively pre- 
fented to him ; but thefe are foapt to flip out of our 
memory, and we fo apt to turn our thoughts from 
them, and at fome times the contrary impreffions 
are fo ibong, that, let a man fet up a reafoning in 
his mind againft them, he finds that celebrated fay- 
ingof the poet — 

hde9 
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Fide9 meliora, pfoboque ; deUriora fequor"^ 
<* I £be what is better, and approve it; but fol- 
low what is worfc"^ 

to be all that philofophy will amount to. Whereas 
thofe, who upon fach occafions apply themfelves to 
God by eameft prayfer, feel a difengagement from 
fuch impreffionsj and themfelves endued with a 
power to refift them; fo that thofe bonds^ which 
formerly held them> fall off. 

Thi8> he faid, muft be the eifed of a heat in na« 
ture: it was only the ilrong diveriion of the thoughts 
that gave thefeemingvidory, and he did not doubt^ 
butj if one could turn to a problem in Euclid, or to 
write a copyof verfes, it would have the fame efFeflr. 
To this I aniwered, that, if fuch methods did only 
divert the thoughts/' there might be fome force in 
what he faid : but, if diey not only drove out fuch 
inclinations, but begat impreflions contrary to them, 
and brought men into a new difpoiition and habit of 
mind, then he muftcon'fefs there was fomewhat more 
than a diverfion in thefe changes, which were brought 
on our minds by true devotion. I added, that reafon 
and experience were the things that determined our 
perfuafions : that experience without reafon may be 
thought the delufion of our fancy, fo reafon without 
experilnce had not fo convincing an operation ; but 

thefe 
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thefe two, ^kerting t^etkcr, mnft aeedggive k maft 
•U t]M fatis&diofi be can dofire. He cookL not fay 
it was unreaibnable to belifive diat tke Supreme 
^ciA|[i»iglit make ibjne thoaghts ftir in our nuAda 
ivitli more or lefs force as it pleaied : efpedallf « 
ihz force of tlieie siotioas being, £3r the mdk part, 
according to the impreiion that was made on our 
lnm$, which that Power, th^ direfied the whole 
frame of nature, could make grow deeper as it 
pleafed. It was aUp reafoaable to fupppfe God a 
being of foch goodnefi, that he would give his ai&ft- 
ance to fuch as deiired it; for, though he mi^* 
upon ibme greater occafipns, in 011 extr;^ordiaajy 
manner turn tome people's mind«» yet, fince he ha4 
endued man with a faculty of re«ifon, it u fit th^ 
men fliould emplt^ that as far as jthey could, and 
iieg his aiHilance ; which certainly they can^* All 
this feemed reafonabk, and at lafi p]K)bable. Now 
good men, who fek, upon theijf frequent appHc»- 
tions to God in i^izytTf a freedom from thp,fe iU im- 
preffioBS that formerly fabduod ihem» a^ inwa«4 9{ 
love to virtue and o-ue goodmef?, aneafineis and de- 
light in all the pacts of holinefs, which was £sd and 
chcriibediiithembyaferiouihefsinp^a^er, and did 
^JUi\gttilh as that went off, had as real ja percepticm 
> of m inward ftrei^g^ JKi their miods^ thatiiid nie 

and 



and fall with true devotion as they perceived the 
ilrengith of their bodies increafed or abated, ftccpr- 
4ip|: as4hey had orw^tedgoodoioariihiBent. 

A&or many difcoiirfes ^pon this i»bje&« he fiiU 
ppn.ti»a»?d ^ think all wa^ the cifea of fiancy. He 
£^d th»t he imdprilQQd notibiiig of iu hut 9f know- 
Jiei%e^Jthat he thought they w^eve happy whcie fui* 
^s tfzece «nder tiie power of f«ck mfTcBkm^^ finfie 
4ihef hibd ibiaewhat on «vhich their thoughts ivfied 
aaad reentered ; hut^ when I iaw him in his laft ilck- 
^fkdk, he AioBL uAA me he had aoonher fenfe 4of what 
'41^ had calked concerning pr4ey^r^nd insoud affidan- 
jaB6< This AAjed led «s to difconrfe oi Cx>d> and 
^ tjbe notion of neligaon in gcaneiial. He believed 
/there waa a Snpramie Aeing^ he rouJd not think the 
.w^rld was made by chance, and ttie T&gpkr o^wrb 
.^natttiie jfeemed to demonfirate due aeternaj power 
of its Anthor. This, he £iid, hecoidd afiver ihake 
loif:; J^iH^ ^henhe came to^explainhis molJen of the 
Peky, he ftiid he lodked on it as a mSt pow^r that 
wronght eyery timg by -the neceffity of ks natujce ; 
and ^thought ^lihat God had none of tbofe a&dUons 
of ioveorhaits^d wUch iMsed perfturjb^tion in m, and 
•by conieqiience he oonldnot fee ^flit 4thei« wns to be 
:«iithier inward or pnnifttm^nt. He iJiK>tt9ht o^ GiUHr 
(^0mi^^ GodiWiPie ib iow, that wehad rbetter n^t 

think 
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think much of him ; and to love God feemed to him 
a prefamptuous thing, and the heat of •fanciful men. 
Therefore he believed there fhould be no other reli- 
gious worfhip but a general celebration of that Being 
in fomelhort hymn : all the other parts of worfhip he 
efteemed the inventions ofpriefts, to make the world 
believe they had a fecret of incenfing and appeafing* 
God as they pleafed. In a word, he was neither 
perfuaded that there was a fpecial providence about 
human affairs, nor that prayers were of much ufe, 
fince that was to look on God as a weak being that 
would be overcome with importunities. And, for 
the ftate after death, though he thought the foul did 
not diffolve at death, yet he doubted much of rewards 
or punifhments : the one he thought too high for us to 
attain by our flight fervices ; and the other was too 
extreme to be infliftcd for iin. This was the fubftance 
of his fpeculations about God and religion, 

I told him his notions of God were ib low, that 
the Supreme Being feemed to be nothing but nature. 
For, if that Being had no freedom or choice of its 
own a£iions, nor operated by wifdom or goodnefs, 
all thofe reafons, which led him to acknowledge a 
God, were contrary to this conceit ; for, if the or- 
*der of the univerfe perfuaded, him to think there 
was a God, he muft at the fame time conceive him to 

be 
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br both wife and good, as well as powerful^ fince 
tbeie all appeared equally in the creation > though his 
wifdom and goodnefs had ways of exerting them- 
felves that were far beyond our notions or meafures. 
If God was wife and good> he would naturally love 
and be pleafed with thofe that refemble him in thefe 
perfections, and diilike thofe that were oppoiite to 
him. Every rational being naturally loves itfelf, 
and is delighted in others like itfelf, and is averfe 
from what is not fo. Truth is a rational' nature's 
adding in conformity to itfelf in all things, and 
goodnefs is an inclination to promote the happinefs 
of other beings : fo truth and goodnefs were the eiTen* . 
tial perfedions of every reafonable^ being, and cer- 
tainly moft eminently in the Deity. Nor does his 
mercy or love raife pa£ion or perturbation in him ; for 
we feel that to be a weaknefs in ourfelves which indeed 
only flows from a want of power or fkill to do what we 
wiih or deflre. It is alfo reafonablfe to believe God 
Would aflift the endeavours of the good with fome 
helps fuitable to their nature ; and that it could not 
be imagined, that thofe who imitated him ihould not 
be fpecially favoured* by him ; and therefore, fince 
this'did not appear in this Ibite, it was ifioft reafona- 
ble to think it ihould be in another, where the re- 
wards ihall be an admiffion to a more perfed ftate of 

conformity 
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conformity to 6od> \^ith die felicity that folioWft fit ; 
and thepaaiihraenta fiiouid be a total exclaiion fionr 
liiffl, wltk aQ thehofror and darknefs that miifl: follow 
that. Theft feemed to be the natural refnlts of fuch 
foveiml covferof life, as well as the effe& of ditin^ 
jnftice, rewardiag^ or ponifhing. For, fince he be* 
lievod the ib»l had a diftina fubMence, feparated 
from the body^ upoA- its dtflblution> there was aa 
reafimtothinkitpafTed into a fbate of utter oblivilm 
of whit it hadbeeir in formeiity : . but that, as the re« 
fbOloas on the good or evtlut had done mnft raift 
joy or hooor in it, fo, thofe good or ill dirp<^tioiia 
aoooaapaitying die de|»arted fouls, they muft either 
rife up to ahigher perfedion or fink to a more depra- 
ved attd miftraUe ftate. In this life variety of af«^ 
fairs andioli^edsdonuchooQl and divert our minds;; 
and axe, on the one hand, often greit tem^tatkHia 
to the good« and giv« the bad ibsieeafe in thbtr, 
trouble ; bnt^ ina fbte wherein the foul fl^ll be fe^ 
parated&onti fenfzble things, andnnpioyedinsfnioro 
fnick and fubline way of operation^ this AUft very 
a»nch exalt the joys and impnnreonents of the ^lod, 
and' as npooh heighten the horror and rage of the 
wicked* So -thftt it feemed a vain thing to pretend lo 
believe a Si^eme Bein^, that is wife and goo4> as 
'well as ipreat^ andnotto think adi&iiininalioilw^ 

be 



brmatlef between the gio6d and the bad, which it is 
maiiifdft is net f\illy done In this life. 

As for the governiiient of the world, if we believe 

the Supreme ttfwtr made it, there is no reafon 

to ti&Ak he does not govtm it ;. fbr all that we can 

fancy againft it is the dxftra£ti»n which that infinite 

Variety of fecond caufes, and the care of their oon- 

tcrnmeats, muft give to the firft, if it in(]pefts theck 

ail. fetitas, among men, thofe of weaker capacities 

are wholly taken up with foftie one thing, whereas 

lliofe of more inlarged powers can without diftra^on 

have many things within their t:axe, -— as the eye can 

atone view receive » great variety of obj efts in that 

ttorow compftfs wit^outconfiifioB, — lb, if we «)n- 

xicivt the divine underftandingto be as far above omr^ 

^ his p^yfdr of creating and framing t]«e whoib uixi- 

Verfc is above our limited afiivity, we wiH no mxnt 

think the government c£ the world a diftraftion tD 

Iwm; and, if we have once overcome this prejudice, 

we fhall be ready to acknowledge a providence dired<- 

ingall affairs ia care well becoming the Great Crea^ 

tor. 

As for worlhipping hiin, if we imagine our wor- 
fliip is a thing that adds to his happinefs, or gives 
him fuch a fond pleafure "as weak people liave tcr heil^ 
themfelves commended^ or that our repeated addref* 

fes 
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fes do overcome him through our mere importanity^ 
^e have certainly very unworthy thoughts of him* 
The true ends of worfhipcome within another confi- 
deration, which is this : a man is never entirely re- 
formed till a new principle governs his thoughts ; 
nothing makes that principle fo ftrong as deep and 
frequent meditations of God^ whofe nature, though 
it be far above our compreheniion, yet his goodnefs 
and wifdom are fuch perfedlions as fall within our 
imagination: and he, that thinks often of God> and 
coniiders him as governing the world and as ever ob- 
ferving all his adlions, will feel a very feniible eiFe^ 
of fuch meditations, as they grow more lively and 
frequent with him; fo the end of religious worihip, 
either public or private, is to make the apprehenfions 
of God have a deeper root and a Wronger influence on 
.us« The frequent returns of thefe are neceflary, 
left, if we allow too long intervals between them, 
thefe impreflions may grow feebler, and other fug- 
geftions may come in their room ; and the returns 
of prayer are not to be confidered as favours extorted 
by mere importunity, but as rewards conferred on 
men fo well difpofed and prepared for them, accord- 
ing to the promifes that God has made for anfwering 
cur prayers; thereby to engage and noarifli a devout 

temper 
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temper in U5i> which is the chief root of all true 
hoUnefs and virtue* . . 

It is true, we cannot have fuitable notions of the 
divine eflence ; as indeed we have no juft idea of any 
eflence whatfoever, fince we commonly coniider all 
things either by their outward figure or by their 
effeds, and from thence make inferences what their 
nature muft be : {o, though we cannot frame any 
perfeft image in our minds of the divinity^ yet we 
may* from the difcoveries God has made of himrelf> 
form fuch conceptions of him, as may poflefs our 
minds with great reverence for him, and beget in us 
fuch a love of thofe perfedtions as to engage us to 
imitate them. For, when we fay we love God, the 
meaning is, we love that being that is holy, juft, 
good, wife, and infinitely perfed : and loving thefe 
attributes in that objeft will certainly carry us to 
defire them in ourfelves. For, whatever we love in 
another, we naturally, according to the degree of our 
love, endeavour to refemble it. In fome, the loving 
and worfhipping God, though they are juft and rea- 
ibnable returns and'exprefCons of the fenfe we have of 
his goodnefs to us, yet they are exaded of us not only 
as a tribute to God, but as a mean to beget in us a 
conformity to his nature, which is the chief end of 
pure and nndefiled religion. 

D If 
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' S (ttme iatA hsttt tet k^M \imet tdknt o«t In* 
ventions to corrupt this, and choft tike wtffl4> k4# 
nbthiiig *iit wliii?t occurs in ev*?iy fort of **iploy- 
mcht t6 nAn^k ^eh Itetake thtfAifW^«ft^ ^ftfirftOfc- 
banks corrupt j^yfic ; iJcttSRi^ert bkve «irtAi^l^ 
tlie fnattcrs of property ; ^iM *!l ptroftffiofts li»t% 
been vitiated by the knavctiest*'H4wnribct%f "iSiciv 
cklling. 

With all thcfe difcourfes he iTiis-ftol^^tiaily Ik^ 
tlsfied : he feeAiW coirvincfed *thttt 'tto? iWipttffi<ms 
c^f 'God being tonch in item immJts ivdnlft be tb* 
|>dwcrfal meatrt to i^fWrm'flit't^orKi ; ttti €id aot 
fcem detcrmmeftttgrinftprch^^iderfie. - Bi^t, f^r^i3<€? 
fie:jet tote, be thought it 'more fflbely 'fhat^Ke fctf! 
began anew, and 'that, her '4ehfe*of VhA 'ihebtji 
^oiieia this body 'lying in tht figures that a¥einad<^ 
in the brain, as fbon as ihe difiodged all IMft ^e- 
rilhed, ind that the ftml went into 'feme odierlbte; 
to begin a new courfe. But Ifaid, on "flils head, 
that this was at bell a conjeftufe, railed in him by 
his faney ; for he could give- noTeafoit to ptOveit 
true : nor was all the rtemerabrance our fctt1s'h«i'of 
pafk things feated in fome material figutes lodged 
in the brain ; though it could not be denied but i 
Lt deal of it lay in the brain, That ^wt hitvh 
y abibrafled notions and idets -of i ai ittt i f tvM 

things 
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tilings wbich def^i^d no^ fm j^piljlx fif^^ % tcj^M 
fti>3^ fach as f9lfe^o4 awi ilIr#iijtiMp, 5«ftre ife*t^d 
in lite »i»4, a» W *n* «>P«it;|B «/#3-e ^ ^h? ibcNJy ^ 
aa4» as ttue whple {m^ J^i^ t^ l^ro^i^Ml^x^f llic 
^cXp aji4 ttbe <yes wif |»s ^txt ^ ,qng|j9^ pf ifef.. 
ijS% ;uid jb«a4|ig> ^ W/IM 4ip :^wn fte feat jnf anfi^r 
j^qV * X^^ ^ P^W^ ^ IkulfiD^ iRf ni«iiii«y# J» 
veil ^ of r|»aj#g ^d hf^a^g* \vf i«L tk<( »ii(ui ; aa4 
ip it 4n«|s np unc^ilceiY^^ ^^ i(^ jMi^r ihf 
iQol, bj jm oima ^ngt^^ qr!l)K 4^ JS^^M ^ 4a9f 
faJb.titer,oirg?i^ w)u^ nigjbJt .l9ip.#»ed.^$t:inM^ 

Jllit kjyd^ wc faipw ^ jattjft ^^ na^^.pf .our 
/pols^ that 4t is A yain tl^i^ fgr^^is ^fo ig^ff m \^r 
poiMi9 pnt qf ,t)ie.^|ije&tt][e9 i^e.t««e sriiQOt it» cr 
^xfge$,oii,e j^e^s^life /of roa»e.4i$€4Jttie$.lSiatfQOCiir 
to us ; fittce it i^ £^ ^^4 to ufi^^fl^ind h9yr we re- 
4Q(Q9iber ^h^igs aqw >s }iow w/e fl»}l ^ it jfli ajriptlwr 
Jftate : opjy w^e ave Aue j^c 4o ^ ^»^$ jMi^ feiNC 
Ihall b« tl»ieii> wJbyQfx ive do it. 

W^cii J pi^fffd WJtt witji tjbe fccrft jo|rs thata 
^gOod.maB felt, p^ioularly as ^e rdfcvf vke^ deart^, 
wd tbc lMvxp^5j?f iH.incw, ^(>clW^y ^^ i^^ ^?Mf» 
jil8 WHsnoUipg )to :9jrwbe it tp .tjic i»jp«5ft^ns.'ti^fy 
Jbad fipm tbpr ^g^tifm : »|^ut,|^;Q£^ ^^n&i^d^ 
ihatj wkethpr A^ IwAfli^ <)if •ir^f)g¥^ x^^tte,pr 
D 2 not. 
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not* he thought thofe who had the perfuafioii^ of 
it, and lived fo that they had quiet in their con-' 
fciences, and believed God governed the world;' 
and acquiefced in his providence, and had the hope- 
ef an endlefs bkiTednefs in another ftate, the hap- 
pieft men in the world; and faid, he would give 
all that he was mafter of, to be under thofe per* 
fuflfions, and to have- the fupports and joys thatf 
anofl needs flow from them. I told him, the maiir 
root of all corruptions^ in mens principles was 
ihek ill life ; which, as it darkened their minds,' 
«nd difabled them front difceming better things, 
€o it made it heceflary for them to feek out fuch 
opinions as might give them eafe from thofe clai 
monrs that would otherwife have been raifed within 
them. He did not deny, but that, after the doing 
•of fome things, he felt great and fevere challenges 
within himfelf ; but he faid, he felt not thefe after 
fbme others which I would perhaps call far greater 
fins than thofe that aifet^ed him more fenfibly. .^ 
This, I laid, might flow from the diforders he had { 
^ caft himfelf into, which had corrupted his judge- 
ment, and vitiated his tafte of things ; uid, by his 
long continuance in, and frequent repeating of, 
fome immoralities, he had made them fo fkmiliar | 
to him^ that they were become as it were naturaf ; \ 
' \ and 



JoH«r jfftfr/^RocHrsTERt ,37 

land theil it was no wonder if k'e Had not fo exa£l a 
-fenfe of what was good or evil ; as a feverifli man 
cannot judge of tafles. 

. He did acknowledge, the whole fyftem of reli- 
•gidn, if believed^ was a greater foundation of quiet 
:than any other thing whatfoever ; for all the quiet 
Jie. had in' his mind was, that he could not think 
fo good, a being as the Deity would make him 
miferable. . I afked, if, when by the ill courfe of 
'his life he had brought fo many; difeafes on his 
.body, he could blame God for it, or expert that 
.he fhould deliver him from them by a miracle* 
He confeffed there was no reafon for that. I then 

• Hrged, that, if fin Ihould caft* the mind, by a natur 

• ral effedl, into e&dlefs horrors' and agonies, whicfo 
Jyeing feate.d in a being not fiibjed to death;- muft 
,laift for ever, unlefs fome miraculous power inter^- 
:pofed, could he accufe God for that which was the 
.'effeft of his own choice and ill life ? . 

, ..He.faid,. they were happy that believed j for- it 

.was not in every man's power, 

. And upon this we difcourfed long about revealed 
religion. He faid, he did not underftand the buiir 

. jaefs of infpiration : he believed the penmen of the 

fcriptures had heats and honefty, and fo wrote j bu.t 

^Quli not comprehend how God fliQuld reveal hi? 

D J fccrpty 



fe€rrt» ^ roMakAi. 'Why w» %^ msat ttAd& n 
etttXtStb m9te fUfpdfei for retigkn^ ffltfd. bett€r ilr 
laminated? He could not nff^kend ktfw i^ftfe 
ilkmlS be ixrf eorfitpdoii in tfa^ natiire of man^ or 
H Idpfc dttiltr'td (km. Adam. Gbd't toftuhunicav 
tiflg^ hi? ttind to one liiaa was A^ ptihing it in las 
^bWir t<f ch^at the WOfld : for J^fOplieciOtf aftd xftU 
rfl^ie^, (he World hid been always full of ftrange 
ftotltsi fdr^ thb boldnefi andciinnisg of eolitriVecs 
shfeetiAg with the ftmplicity and eritittUty cf die 
people^ things were edfily received ; mndi btii^ 
^nc^ received, paffdd do>^n withont contafadifitioii. 
The incdh^rences 6f ftile in the foriptvris, the odd 
l»l^fiCicMis, kht feeMihg eontradiaions^ tfaiefly «* 
^ttt ih^ ofdef of 2me, the crtultits enjoined the 
i&i(5lit^^ in deftroyiiig thfe Csmaanitei, cit'Ctond* 
i!5h> Md many other rites of the Jewifli woHhip, 
Mi^d to him onfuitjible tx> the ifinAe Kkfttore i and 
the £rft three chapters of Geneil§ he thought couM 
%dt be ifttli ^lefi thtyvrcn p^itbles. This was 
the fubftance of what he Excepted. t6 reveiiled tH^ 
ligiea in ^Um, ahd to thfe Old Teftkmeht in |)ar^ 
tf cUiar. * 

I iilf^iied to all this, that fc^lieving it thSftJ: 

TipoA thfc tfefeiiftony of atiothfejf, ift other matters 

^bre tKert ms tdiekM to kfp^ the leftimott^^ 

chiefly 






y cliidl^p wktfre it wai coft£riiM4 by ^bef circiu% 

I Aanee», w«s not mif a reaftoablf ^ing > i?)4t. it 

s«MK the kinge on wiich ail t]ie govemmeut :m4 

jaiiice in thf world dep^ii4^d ; .^ce all tlie courtji 

«f jttl^e fffCKOfii npon the evi4ftn^ g^ven hy wit^ 

-ndTds $ for tl^e iife of writings ia Init 9 thing tnorj? 

latyljr br^oght into the w^rli, Sp then, if tiif 

4vedsbiittx of. the thing, the uiAOceniQe and 4i&V- 

tawftodnefii of ihe witicfles, tli^ nn^tber of thenv 

and the puhUckeft ^onfirniaU^ns that could po^hly 

I 1» given, 4» c(^c«? i^operfn^de n^ qf a9y »at^^ 

I rf fefta i< i^ ^ vj|ii> thing fo fay, .b^caufe it is pp^ 

fiblc for fo m^py »eii to ^grfe 'm a,Jie, that tfeeisft- 

fop theft haye 4«i« it« U idl j^tb^t things 9 yian 

gitrca hia ^eivt wh^n the #r<f4ibi]^ty is $rcmg op 

ikt m» fide* a«d there ^pe^^s iM)|l^Qg on {)^ 

other £de to b^daAC^ it^ S«, fi^fh in^inbefg agrei^- 

ing. ia thitir teftixttOfiy to th^fe ^smcI^^ (f^r ii|- 

im]»ce> of. oor fiavbvi:'^ i^^Uuig. X^^^^^i? <Hit of tl^ 

giave th« fourth day «fter he wa;9 l>Hrifd# ^4 bp 

own li&ig .agaiA after he was eeisl^iiJly d^ad,) • jf 

I jAfioe had been ney^ fo i»a«^.faii|><)fti|res In ihe 

world, nojun.can widiany reafonabk eolQttr pr^* 

\ Und.thiis was 'One. We fifid» both. by<the l^mb 

I and ^Roman wiiftera that liyM ia t}ui( iiiae, ^t 

- ^ns'&xneaax was ffwcaftod, JodLtbtt fll hi^^jdyifq^lfs 

D 4 and 
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and followers believed certainty that he arofe a-» 
gaiii. They believed this upon the teftimony of 
the apoftles^ and many hundreds who faw it and 
died confirming it. They went about to perfuade 
the world of it with great zeal, though they knew 
they were to get nothing by it but reproach and fuf^- 
ferings ; and, by many wonders which they wrought, 
they confirmed their teftimony.. Now, to avoid all 
this, by faying it is poflible this might be a contri- 
vance, and to give no prefumptioh to make it fo 
much as probable that it was fo, is, in plain Eng- 
lifh, to fay, ** we are refolved, let the evidence be 
** what it will, we will not believe it." 

He faid, if a man fays he cannot believe, what 
help is there i for he was not mafter of his own be- 
lief, and believing was at higheft but a probable 
opinion. To this I anfwered, that, if a man will 
let a wanton conceit poflefs his fancy againft thefe 
things, and never confider the evidence for religion 
on the other h^nd, but rejedt it upon a flight view 
of it, he ought not to fay he cannot, but he will 
not, believe: and, while a man lives an ill courfe 
of life, he is not fitly qualified to examine the mat- 
ter aright. Let him grow calm and virtuous, and, 
upon due application, examine things fairly, .and 
then let him pronouncf according to his confciencot 

> . - if. 
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if, to- take it at its loweA, the reafons on the one 
hand. are not much ftronger than they are on. the 
other. For I found he was fo poflefled with the 
general conceit, that a mixture of knaves and fools 
had made all extraordinary things be , eaiily ber 
lieved, that it carried him away to determine the 
matter, without fo much as looking on the hiHo- 
rical evidence for the truth of Chriftianity, which 
he had not enquired into, but had bent all his wit 
and ftudy to the fupport of the other fide. As for 
that, that believing is at beft but aij opinion ; if 
the evidence be but probable, it is fo ; but, if it be 
fuch that it cannot be queilioned, it grows as cer* 
tain as knowledge : for we are no lefs certain that 
there is a great town called Conftantinople, the feat 
of the Ottoman empire, than that there is another 
.called London. . We as little doubt that queen 
Elizabeth once reigned as that king Charles now 
[in 1680]- reigns in England, So that believing 
may be as certain, and as little fubjed to doubting, 
. as feeing ,or knowing. 

There are two forts of believing divine matters ; 
the one is wrought in us by our comparing all the 
evidences of matter of fad, for the confirmation of 
revealed religion, with, the prophecies in the fcrip- 
ture 5 v^&re tiingf ^ejc punft^iaUy predifted, fom 

ages 
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ages before their completion ; not in dark and 
doubtful words, uttered like oracles, which might 
bend to any event ; but in plain tern^s, as the fore* 
telling that Cyrus by name (hould fend the Jews back 
from the captivity, after the fixed period of feventy 
years ; the hiftory of the Syrian and Egyptian kings, 
(o pun£lually foretold by Daniel ; and the predidion 
I of the deflrufiion of Jemialem, with many circiim- 
ftances relating to it, made by our Saviour : join- 
ing theft to the excellent rule and defign of the 
fcripture in matters of morality, it is at leaft as 
reafonable to believe this as any thing elfe in the 
world. Yet fuch a believing as this is only a ge- 
neral perfuafiori in the mind, which has not th^C 
eiFedl, till a man, applying himielf to the directions 
fet down in the fcriptures, (which, upon fuch evi- 
dence, cannot be denied to be as reafonable as for 
a man to follow the ^refcriptions of a learned phy- 
iician, and, when the rules are both good and eafy» 
to fubmit to them for the recovery of Us healdi,) 
and, by following thefe, finds a power entering 
within him, that Ares him from the flavety^f his 
appetites and p^flions,. that exalts his mind above 
the accidents of life, and fpreads an inward purity 
in his heart, from wbidi a ferene and <dBi joy 
wiies^vkhiahim: luid good om^^ by tiie eficacy 

thefe 



timtf n^tked^ IfftVe a^ tk«i8> md ^(m At re^^ 
Wm^ d€. their pftyif§f zhA dthtff endetvottfs, gmw 
idhtei that theffi^ iMhgs are true And atifweraUe 
te th*^ prbttJift* they find i^iftercd fai fcdptarti 
Alt ihh, he feid, might be fancy : but to this 1 an^ 
iWetfed^ ihtt, AS it wtrtvtnTeafanthlt to tell a man 
thdt it ihttkA tLtii k!t«ws he Is an^^ke, that per- 
hfip h€ is in' » dream and in his bed, and only 
thinks he Is Artiad j <jr that, as feme go about in 
theif fleef, f6 he may be afleep ftillj fe good and 
f efllgious men l^now, thbngh others nrfght be abu- 
ftd by thfeif fancies/ that they are rinder no fnch 
xiece'ption ; and fihd they are neither hot noi- enthu- 
flaftical, but under the power of calm ^nd cleaCr 
prlnci{)l6s. All this he faid he did not underlland; 
dftd that it was td dtert or beg the thing in qnef- 
tioti ; whieh he corid not comjjrehehd. 

As fbr the poffibility of reveiktion, it was « vain 
thing td deny it 5 for, as God give* tts the fenfe 
df (Mng liUittril^ objeas by our tftB, And !i4s 
episned in feme « capteity of apprdiendinx higii 
ftftd fiMlm« thittg«5 ^ wHkh oth«r »mn fetmdd 
utterly ineapabie ^ fo it wm a wHk afertion di4t 
Odd tannot awaken a power,* in feme mens mind^> 
to apprehend aifd know fome things in luck a 
ttMtntt that otbew arc «h tapable of it; ^i» 5s 

not 
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not lidfrfo incredible to us as fight is to a blind man % 
who yet may be convinced there is a ilrange power 
jof feeing that governs nien^ of which he finds him- 
felf deprived. As for the capacity put into fuch 
mens hands to deceive the world, we are at the (ame 
time to confider, that, befides the probity of their 
tempers, it cannot be thought but God can fo forci- 
bly bind up a man, in fome things, that it fhoald 
not be in his power to deliver them, otherwife thai^ 
as he gives him in commifiion. Sefides, the confir- 
mation of miracles is a divine credential to warrant 
fuch perfons in what they deliver to the world, 
which cannot be imagined can be joined to a lie, 
fince this were to put the omnipotence of God to 
atteft that which no honeft man would do. For 
the bufinefs of the fall of man, and other things, 
of which we cannot perhaps give ourfelves a per- 
fed account, we, who cannot fathom the fecrets of 
the council of God, do very unreafonably to take 
on us to rejed an excellent fyftem of good and holy 
rules, becaufe we cannot fatisfy ourfelves about 
; fome difficulties in them. Common experience tel]s 
us, there is a great diforder in our natures, which 
is not eafily redified : all philofophers were fenfible 
of it, and every man that defigns to govern himfelf 
. hy reafon feels the flruggle between it and nature : 
:^ . * fo 
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to that it is plain there is a lapfe of the high powers 
cf the foul. 

But vfhy, faid he> coul4 not this be redified by 
fom$^ plain rules given ; but men mufl cpme and 
iheiw a tricky to perfuade the world they fpeak to 
them in the name of God ? I anfwered, that re 
ligion^ being a defign to recover and fave man- 
kind> Wjas to be fo opened as to awaken and work 
upon all forts of people ; and generally men of a 
iimplicity of inind were thofe that were the fitteft 
objects for God to fliew his favour to ; therefore jit 
was neceiTary that melTengers fent from heaven 
ihould appear with fuch alarming evidence as might 
awaken the worlds and prepare them, by fome af- 
toniihing £gns, to liften to the dodrine they were 
to deliver. Philofophy, that was only a matter pf* 
fine (peculation, had few votaries ; . and, as there 
was no authority in it to bind the world to believe 
its dictates, fo they were only received by fome of 
nobler and refined natures, who could apply them- 
felvcs to, and delight in, fuch notions. . But true 
religion was to be built on a foundation that fhould 
; carry more weight on jit, and to have fuch convic- 
tions as might pot only reach thofe who were al- 
ready diipofed to receive them, but roufe up fuch 

as. 



as^ without gseaX and.feniible y^xclt^doii^- ?y9|iUl 
have ofherwife flept on in their ill courfes^ ^ ^ 

Upon this and JToQie fuch occaiions, I told hifa, 
t faw the ill ufe he mad^ of his wit, by wiiich li« 
flurred the grayeft things with a flight d^fli of hi^ 
fancy ; and the pleafur^e h^ found in fu^h wantq^ 
expreiTion^y as calling the doing of miracles 4^ 
fhewing of a tricky did really l^eep him fron» ex^ 
amining them with that care which fu.ch things re^ 
quired. 

For the Old Teflament, we are (b «9iQte .froi]f 
that time^ we have fo little kA.owIed^e.«>f the l^n- 
jgnage in which it was writ^ -have £q imperfed a(i 
account of the hiftory of thofe ages^ kno:iy noUiins; 
of their cuftoms, forms df fpeech, and the-fever^l 
^J)eriods they might have, by which they reckon they 
time, that it is rather a wonder we ihpuld -ii^d.^- 
lland fo much of it, than that mapy paffages ijiit 
ihould be fo dark to us. The chi^f \;^fe of it, ,as ,^ 
us Chriftians, is, that, from writUigs which the 
Jews acknowledged to be divinely inipired, it 4s 
manifeft the Meffiah was promifed before the dellruc- 
tion of their temple ; which teing done long ago, 
and thefe ^prophecies agreeing to our Saviour, a^d 
to no other, here is a great confirmatioji .given to 
the gofpel. But, though many things in'thcfc 

books 



1>o^8 t(Ndd not be tmdedftood by us wKoPim :a^ 
bove 3000 years after the chief of the^ weee vrrit* 
tite, it 18 n^ fiick e^ftraoniliiary nsftter. 

• F^r Ifeat of the delbia^mi of tlie Can:ianit!es by 
the Ifraditesi it ia to be Ctfnffidered, thflt, ifOod 
Jittd lent a phgne atnong theiri aU^ that'coold iiot 
have been fovnd fault with. If then God h»i « 
right to take away their lives without injuftice cm: 
cruelty, he had a nght to appoint others to do it, 
flS well as to execute it by a more immediate way ; 
^d the taking away people by the fwoipd is a much 
gentler way of dying Aan to be fmitten with a 
plague or a famine. And, ibr the children that 
were innoceikt of dheh* lathers faults, God could iai 
another ftate make that up to them. So aU the 
difficulty is, Why were the IfraeHtes commanded 4o 
execute a thing of fach barbarity ? £ttt this will 
hot ieem To hard, if we confido: that this was ^ bo 
no precedent Ibr&ture times ^ iince they did not do 
it but upon fpecial wamant and commi£ion fronl 
heaven, evidenced to all the world by fuch mighty 
miracles as did plainly (hew that ^hey were p^ti^ 
cularly deiigned by God to be the execotionerB of 
his juiHce ; and God, by employing themin fo ie« 
vere a fervice* intendvd to po&eTs diem with gzeut 

horror 
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horror of idolatry, : wkich was pilnifhed in fo ex^ 
treine. a xnanttcr. 

For the rites of their religion, . we can ill judge 
of them, except we perfeftly ui;i4er|lpqd thje ido-» 
latries to^xtd about them, . t;o, wMch we find they 
were much; inclined : fo. they were to be bent by 
other rites to an ^xtteme ayeriion from them : and 
yet, by thcr pomp of many of their ceremonies and 
facrificesi great indulgences were given to a people^ 
naturally fond ©f a vifible iplendor in religioLUs wor- 
f}iip. In all Hfl^ichj if we cannot defcend to fuch 
l^tififaQory anfwers, in every particular, as a curi- 
ous man would de^re,. it is no. wonder. . The long 
xntesval of time, and other accidents, have worn, 
out thofe things which we^ necefliiry to give us a 
clearer light into the.me^ng f>£ them. ; And for 
the ftory of the. creation,; how far fome things in, 
it may be parabolical, and how far hiUprical, has 
been difputed : there is nothing in it. that may not 
be hiibrically true : for, if it.be acknowledged that 
ipirits can form voices in the air, (for which we have 
as good authority as for any thing in hiftory,) then 
it is no wonder that Eve, being : fp lately created, 
might be deceived, and think a ferpent fpake to her, 
when the evil fpirit framed the voice. 

But, 
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. But, in all thefe things, I tdld him he W&d in the 
wrong way, when he examined the buiinefs of reli* 
gidn by fbihe dark parts of fcriptnre ; therefore L 
de&red him to eonfider the whole contexture of the 
Chriftian religion, the rulfes it gires, aixd the me- 
thods it prefbribes. Nothing can eondace more My 
the pedce> order, and happinefs, of the world, than 
to be upverned by its rules. Nothing is more for 
the intereft of every man in particular : the riiles of 
fobriety^ temperance, aild moderation, were the beft 
prefervers of lifdi tAd^ which was perhaps more^ of 
health ; humility, contempt of the vanities of the 
worldi and the being well employed, raife a man's 
mind to s freedom from the follies and temptartion^ 
that kaoff ted the greated pirt. Nothing wa9 fo go^ 
»erott» alkd great as to fupply the neceffities of the 
poor and to forgive injuries ; nothing raifed wtkd 
maimiained a man^s repvtation io much as to be 
«xa£tly jufft aiid mdrcrful, kind, chtritable, and com- 
panionate; nothing opened the powers of a man's 
{otil fo' much as a calm temper, a ferene mind, free of 
paffion and difforder ; nothitfg made A)cieties, fiuni^ 
lies,, and ifetghb^urhbods, fo happy, as when thefe 
fttfes^ which th€ gofpel prescribes, took place, of 
doing atf wd would h^ve others do to u^^, and lo\'ing 
^ur neighbours as ourfelves. j 

E The 
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The Chriftian worihip was alfo plain and fimple, 
fuitablc to fo pure a do&ine. The ceremonies of 
it were few and ilgnificant, as the admiffion to it by 
a wafhing with water, uid the memorial of oar Sa-^ 
viour's death in bread and wine* The motives in it 
to perfuade to this purity were ftrong : that God {e^& 
niy and will judge us for all our aflions: that we:. 
Ihall be for ever happy or miferable as we pafs our 
lives here : the example of our Saviour's life, and 
the great exprefiions of his love iii dying for us, are 
mighty engagements to obey and imitate him. The 
plain way of exprefiion, ufed by our Saviour and his 
apoflles, (hews there was no artifice, where there was 
fo much fimplicity ufed : there were no fecrets kept 
only among the priefls, but every thing was open to 
all Chriftians : the rewards of holinefs are not entirely 
put over to another ftate, but good men are fpecially 
bled with peace in their confciences, great joy in the 
confidence they have of the love of God, and of fee- 
ing him for ever, and often aiignal courfe ofbleffings 
follows them in their whole lives ; but if at other 
times calamities fell on them, thefe were fo much 
mitigated by the patience they were taught, and the 
inward aiTiHances with which they were fumiihed, that 
even thofe croiTes were converted to bleflings. 

I defired 
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1 deilred he would lay all thefe things together, and 
fee what he could except to them, to make him think 
this was a contrivance. Intereft appears in all human 
contrivances; our Saviour plainly had none; he 
avoided applaufe, withdrew Himfelf from the oiFers 
of a crown ; he fubmitted to poverty and reproach, 
^d much contradiction in his life, and to a moil 
ignominious and painful death. His apoftles had 
none either, they did not pretend either to power 
or wealth ; but delivered a dodlrine that mull needs 
condemn them, if they ever made fuch ufe of it ; 
they declared their commiffion fully without referves 
till other times, they recorded their own\ weaknefs ; 
fome of them wrought with their own hands ; and^ 
when they received the charities of their converts, it 
was not fo much to fupply their own necefiities as to 
diHribttte to others; they knew they were to fuffer 
much for giving their teftimonies to what they had 
feen and heard ; in which fo many, in a thing To 
vifible as Chrifl's refurredlion and afcenfion, and 
the eiFuiion of the. Holy Ghoft which he had pro- 
mifed, could not be deceived ; and they gave fuch 
public confirmations of it, by the wonders they 
themfelves wrought, that great multitudes were con^ 
verted to a dodrine, which, befides the opposition 
it gave to luft and paiTion, was borne down and 
£ 2 persecuted 
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{^erfecttted fot thr^e hundred years ; and yet its fe;rce 
was foch, that it not only weathered out all fhofe- 
florms, but even grew and fpread vaftty anderthem. 
Pliny, about thr^fcore years after, found their 
numbers great, and theit lives innocent: and even 
Jjiician, amidft all his r^Uery, gires ahi^ teftimcmy | 
to their charity and contempt of life, and the other 
Virtues of the Chriilians ; which is likewife more cha» 
once done by malice itfelf, Julian the ap<^ate. 

If a man will lay all this in one balance, and' 
f oinpare with it the few excepHons brought to' It, 
he will foon find how ftrong the one, and how flight 
the other. Therefore it was an improper way, to J 
begin at fome cavils about fome paffages in the 
New Teflament, or the Old, and from thence to 
prepoffefs ones mind againf!: the whole* The right ■ 
method had been fiHl to confider the whole matter, 
and from fo general a view tb delcend to more par* 
ticulsur enquiries ; whereas they fuffered their minds 
to be forefldlfed with prejudices; fo that they never 
examiined the matter impartially. 

To the greatcfl part of this he ftemed to aHfeatj 
only he excepted to the belief of myfteries in the 
Chriftian religion ; which he thought no man could ^ 
do, fince it is not in a man's power to behcve that 
which he cannol-^omprehend, and oflvhich he can 

have 



kave no aotum. The believing myAeries^ \t £ud^ 
mftde wciy for all the jugglings of priefts ; for they^ 
getdog Vke people* imder them in that point, fet ont 
to them what they pleafed; and, giving it a hard 
ttame^ and calling it a myHery, the pec^le were 
tamed, and eafily believed it. The retraining a 
maa from the ufe of womien^ except one in .the way 
of marriage^ and'deaying the remedy of divorce, he 
thought QAreaioAable impoiitioAs on the freedom (rf* 
mankind : and the bufinefs of the clergy, and theit 
maintenan^> with the belief of fome authority and 
power, conveyed in thdir orders, looked, as h^ 
thought, lake a^^iece of contrivance; andwhy^ faid 
he, muft aman tell me, I cannot be faved, nulefs 
I believe things agatnft my ^afon, zbA. then that I 
miift pay hki for tel&ng me <£ them \ Thefe were 
all the exeeptions which at any time I heard from hint 
to Chriflianity ; to which I made thefe iHftfwef s. 
- For myfleries, it* is plain there Is in every tkin^ 
ibmewhat that is imaccoantable* How animals ot 
men are formed in d^ir mothers bellies, how Uxs^t 
grow in the earth, how the ibnl dwells in the body, 
imd a£b and moves it$ how we retain the fignres* of 
isany words or things in our memories* an^ how we 
draw them out fo eaiily and orderly in our thoughts 
or difcourfes ; how fight and hearing were ib quick 
£ J and 
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and diflin£l, how we move, and how bodies were com- 
pounded and united ; theie things, if we follow them 
into all thedifficultiesthatwe may raife about them, 
will appear every whit as unaccountable as any 
myftery of religion ; and a blind or deaf man would 
judge fight or hearing as incredible as any myftery 
may be judged by us ; for our reafon is not equal to 
them. In the fame rank, different degrees of age 
or capacity raife fome far above others, fo that 
children cannot fathom the learning, nor weak 
perfbns the councils of more illuminated minds; 
therefore it was no wonder if we could not under- 
fland the Divine Eifence. We cannot imagine how 
two fuch different natures as a foul and body fhould 
fo unite together, and be mutually afFeded with one 
ianothers concerns ; and how the foul has one prin^- 
ciple of reafon, by which it ads intelledually, and 
another of life, by which it joins to the body an4 
ads vitally : two principles fo widely differing both 
in their nature and operation, and yet united in one 
and the fame perfon. There might be as many hard 
arguments brought againft the poffibility of thefe 
things, which yet every one knows to be true, from 
fpeculative notions, as againfl the snrfterie's men- 
tioned in the fcriptures. As ^hat of the Trinityi, 
that in one efli^nce there are three different principles 
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of operation^ whicli> for want of terms fit to exprefs 
them by, we call perfons^ and are called in fcripture 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft; and that the 
fecond of thefe did unite himfelf in a moft intimate 
manner with the human nature of Jefus Chrift ; and 
that die fuiferings he underwent were accepted of 
God as a facriiice for our fins ; who thereupon con- 
ferred on him a power of granting eternal life to all 
that fubmit to the terms on which he offers it ; and 
that the matter of which our bodies once confifted, 
which may as juftly be called the bodies we laid down 
at our deadis as thefe can be faid to be the bodies 
which we formerly lived in, being refined and made 
more fpiritual, ihall be reunited to our fouls, and 
become a fit infirument for them in a more perfe^ 
eftate ; and that God inwardly oends and moves our 
wills by fuch imprefiions as he can make on our 
bodies and minds. 

Thefe, which are the chief myfteries of our reli- 
gion, are neither ib unreaiR}nable, that any other 
objedlion lies againft them, but this, that they agree 
not with our commoil notions, nor £0 unaccountable, 
that fbmewhat like them cannot be afligned in other 
things, which are believed really to be, though the 
manner of them cannot be apprehended r' fo this 
ought not to be any juft objection to the fubmifiion 
E 4 of 
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of our reafon to what we caniiot fo- wcU conceive^ 
|arQvide4 Qur belief of it be well grovMidcd. Tbci^ 
Jiaye bewi tqo m^y nic^iea brought indeed rathe^ 
10 d^tk^n th^n expl^ia tl^eie : ^hey bavq b^Qn de-. 
fendod by weak ^^guments^ and illaAratedV iiinili«i 
liot always fo v^ry ap^ 4^4 pertinent 1 and n^w (iib-« 
tiltifs h:ive been added, wbicb Ivaye f«kw perplexed 
than cleared them. AU thU cannot b^ dflnied $ th^ 
oppofiiaon of heretics antienttyoccafioeied t^mueb 
cnriofity aunong the filhevf, wh|^ tii« frh^lnMtn 
bare wonderfiiUy ad?an^c4 ^ \m time?, Sut if 
j&yfleries were received ratborin the fiiiq»Ucily in 
which they are delivered in the ibripuins than acv 
cording to the defcaatings of fantifol ipen upon them, 
Ihey wonld not appear much more ineiedible than 
jbme of ^the common objedU of fenfe and pitKepteaB. 
And it ia a needlefs fear» that, if fo«aQ my&^U^ w» 
Acknowledged, which are plainly xnefttio9.ed i«thf 
New T^ft^ment, it wiU then be in the power of the 
prieKs to a^ more at their plc^nre^ Fof it i^ an 
ahfnrd inferenee fr6m our bei^^g bo«nd to affmt to 
iiMne tradu about t)m Divine Si{Qnce> of wtikh tkft 
siann^ i» not underAood, to arg«t ^at d^«cf«yrt 
m a« qi^A^ pretexted daily^ to I9V^ feni^ iUch- aa 
bc^ad ai^ wine, we /hmld be b<H|A4 %^ ttaUf^^a , 
9g9k^ tboir tfHti^iENQiyv xhAt it i$. noi wh^ wr 

fenica 
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fences perceived it to he^ but the whole iieih and 
blood of Chriftj an entire body being in every 
crumb and drop of it. It is hot, indeedj in a m^n's 
power to believe thus againfi his fenfe and reafon^^ 
. .where the object is proportioned to thenij and fitly ■ 
applied, and the organs are under no indiipofitioA. \ 
or diforder. It is certain that no myftery. is to be 
admitted but upon very clear and exprefs authori^ 
ties from fcripture> which could not reafonably 
b« underftood in any other fenfe. And, though 
a man cannot form an ejcplicit notionof amyf-: 
tery* for then it would be no longer a myftery, yet, 
in general, he m&f. believe t thing to be, thoagh he 
cannot givtg himfelf» a particQlar account of the 
way of.itf or, fathey, though he cannot anfwer 
fiune oi^ftiona which lie againil it« W^ knenr 
we bdiev« many fuch in human, matters, wluch 
are Tsmfi within our reach ; and it is very nnrea- 
fonahle to &y we n»ay not do it in divine things^ / 
' ^mhkh. «e mkHfib mote above our apprehenfions^v 
For the ftvesre r^faaint of the ufe of women, it 
U kaid tQ diny tlii^t privilege to Jefits Chrift^ as a 
laws^veis to la)F fuch re&raints as all inferior Ic^if. 
I? ktori 4o I who;^ when dkey &nd the liheitiea ^elr 

fetjeOa tak^ pc«va hnrtfal to them, &t fuch limits, 
aadniakeiiifltrcsttlattonst as they jadge nectary: 
J and 
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and expedient. It cannot be faid^ but the reHraint 
of appedte is necefiaiy in fome inftances ; and^ if 
it is neceiTaiy in thefe, perhaps other reftraints are^ 
no lefs neccffary to fortify and fecore them : for, if 
it be acknowledged that men have a property in 
their wives and daughters, fo that to defile the one, 
or corrupt the other, is an unjuft and injurious 
thing, it is certain that, except a man carefully 
governs his appetites, he will break through thefe 
reilraints ; and therefore our Saviour, knowing that 
nothing could fo cffedually deliver the world from 
the mifchief of unreftrained appetite as fuch a con- 
finement, might very reaibnably; enjoin it. And, 
in all fuch cafes, we are to balance the inconveni- 
ences on both hands ; and, where we find they are 
heaviefl:^ we are to acknowledge the equity of the 
law. On the one hand there is no prejudice, but 
^he reftraint of appetite ; on the other are the mif- 
cihiefs of being given up to pleafure, of running in- 
ordinately into it, of breaking the quiet of ourv own<' 
family at home and of others abroad, the engaging 
into much pafi^on, the doing many falfe and im- 
pious things to compafs what is defired, the wafte 
of mens ejftates, time, and health. Now, let any 
j][ian judge whether the prejudices on this iide are 
not greater than that fingle one on the ot^fir^fiie,' 
Y :\::'.:V:'x)f: 
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'^l of being denied fbme'pleafure. For polygamy, it 

If is but reafonable^ fince women Are equally con- 

je cemed in the laws of marriage, that they ihould 

If be confidered as well as men ; but, in a ftateof po- 

Q . lygamy, they are under great mifery and j^aloufy, 

and are indeed barbarouily ufed. Man being alio 
of a fociable nature, friendfhip and converfe were 
among the primitive intendments of marriage; in. 
which J as far as the man may excel the wife in- 
greatnefs of mind and height of knowledge, the 
^wife ibme way makes that up with her affedion dnd 
tender . care ; fo that, from both happily mixed, 
there m(ts a harmony, which is, to virtuous minds, 
one of the greateft joys of life : but all this -is gone 
in a ftate of polygamy, which occaiions perpetual 
jarrings and jeah>ufies. And the variety does but 
engage men to a freer range of pleafure ; which is 
i not to be put in the balance with the far greater ' 

V mifchiefs that'muft follow the othpiGourfe. So 

i ! that it is plain our Saviour coniiderej t)i^'lut|;ire of 

' ( man, ii|hat it could bear, and what was fit:fpr it, 

' I when he fo refbained us in thffe our liberties. 'And 

I ' for divorce^ a power to breali that bond would too 

^ much encourage married perfons in the little quar- -f 

^ I refilings that may arife between them, if it were in 

|]iei^:pQwer to depart one from another : for, when 
":>^. i they 
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likcy know that eftnaot be/ and tliat ihey maft live 
and die together^ it does naturaUy incline them td 
lay down their refentments, and to endeiavour to 
live together as well as they elm, S6, the law of 
the gofpet being a law of We» defigned to engage 
Chriftiani to mutual love» it Una fit that all fnch 
provifions fitould be made as might advance and 
maiittatn it, and all fnch liberties be taken away as 
are apt to enkindle aind foment firife. This might 
&11 in feme inftances to be uneafy and hard enough t 
but kuirs confider what falls out moft commonlyi 
and cannot provide for all particnlar caies. The 
beft laws are, in feme inftances, very great grie- 
vances ; but, the advantages beii^ balanced with 
the inconveniences, meafnres are to be taken ac- 
cordingly. Upon this whole nutter, I &id, that 
pleafere ftood in oppoition to other confiderations 
of great wn^t, and fo the dedfion was e^y t and, 
fiace ovr Sanonr offers ns fe great rewards, it is 
1>ut reafonable he have the prvriiege of loading, 
thefe promifes with fnch conditions as aif not in 
themfelves grateful to our Jiatand incUnatioas ; for 
all that propofe high rewards have thereby a right t$ 
exafl dif&cnlt performsinces. 

To this he faid^ we are fure the teralf are diiR<t 
cnlt» but arc not fo fuie of the rewards\ Upoathii 
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{"•told him, that we have the fame ajflTurance of the 

Rewards that we have of the other parts of the 

^.GhrilHan religion. We have the promifes of God> 

4 made to ua by Chrift^ confirmed by many miracles i 

\ we have the eamefb of thefe, in the quiet and jpeace 

\ \ which fUlow a good confcience, and in the refor* 

1 re^tion of him from the dead who hath promifed 

^' fo raife us up* So that the reward is fufficiently 

,^ ; a^Tured to us ; and there is no reafon it ihould be 

; I given to us before the conditions are performed on 

1 which the promifes are made. It is but reafbnable 

. ' f we ihould truft God> and do our duty, in hopes 

I of that eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, 

/ hath promifed. The difficulties are not fo great 

j as thoie which ibmetimes the commonefl concerns 

of life bring upon us : the learning fome trades or 

. iciences, the governing our health and aiPairs, bring 

us often under as great ih-aits : fo that it ought 

to be no juft prejudice that there are fome things 

in religion that are uneafy, fince this is rather the 

I effed K)f our corrupt natures, which are farther 

f depraved by vicious habits, \id can hardly turn to 

[* uny new courfe of life with ut fome pain, than 

of tho^ftates of Chriftianity, which are in them- 

felve/ jSfft and reafonable, and will be eafy to us 

. " / ■•"■*- . when , 
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hyhen renewed and in a good meafure reftorcd to our 
primitive antegrity* 

' As for the exceptions he had to the maintenance 
of the clergy, and the authority to which they pre- 
tended if they ftretched their defigns too far, the 
gofpel did plainly reprove them for it ; fo that it 
was very fuitable to that church, which was fo groiT* 
ly faulty this way, to take the fcriptures out of the 
hands of the people, fince they do fo manifeftly 
difclaim all fuch pradices. The priefts of the true 
Chriflian religion have no fecrets among them 
which the world muft not know ; but are only aa 
order of men, dedicated to God, to attendon facred 
things, who ought to be holy in a more peculiar 
manner, fmce they are to handle the things of God. 
It was neceffary that fuch perfons ihould have a due 
efteem paid them, and a fit maintenance appointed 
for them, fo that they might be preferved from the 
contempt that follows poverty, and the diftradlions 
which the providing againft it might otherwife in- 
volve them in. And as, in the order pf the world, 
it was neceffary, for the fupport of magiftracy and 
government, and for. preferving its efteem, that- 
fome ftate be ufed, (though it is a happinefs when» 
great men have philofophical minds to defpife the 
pageantry of it,) fo the plentiful fupply of the cler- 
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jy, if well ufed and applied by them, will cer- 
tainly turn to the advantage of religion* And,. if 
fome men either through ambition or covetouihefi 

. ufed indired means, or fervile compliances, to afpire 
to fuch dignities,, and, being poiTefled of them, ap- 

; plied their wealth either to luxury or vain pomp, or 
made great fortunes out of it for their iamilies, 
thefe were perfonal failings, in which the do^rine ' 
of Chrift was not concerned. 

He upon that told me plainly, there was nothing ' 
diat gave him, and many others, a more fecret en- 
coiiragement in their ill ways, than that thofe, who 
pretended to' believe, lived fo that they could not 
be- thought to be in eameft when they faid it : for ' 
he was fure religion was either a mere contrivance, 
or the moft important thing that could be ; fo that, 
if he once believ^, 'he would fet himfelf in great 
carneft to live -fuitabry to it. The afpirings that 
ke hal obfervcd at court of fome of the clergy, 
with the fervile ways they took to attain to pre- 
ferment, and the "animofities among thofe of feveral 
parties about trifles, • made him often think they. 
fufpeiEied the things were not true, which ' in their 
iermons and difcourfcs they fo earneftly recom- 
mended. Of this he had gathered many infliances; 
I knew fome of them were miftakes and calumnies; 

'yet 
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yet I could not deny but fomething of them might 
be too true : and I publiih this the more freely^ to 
pat all that pretend to religion, chiefly thofe that 
are dedicated to holy fundions, in mind of the 
great obligatioh that lies on them to live fuitable 
to their profeflion j fince otherwife a grcftt deal pf 
the irreligion attd atheifm» that are among u»^ may 
too jtjftly be charged on themt for Wicked iDen 
are delighted out of me^fure when they ^cover ill 
things in them> and conclude^ from thence, not only 
that they are hypocrites, but that religion itfelf is a 
cjicat. 

But I iaid to him upon this head, that, thougii 
no good man could ccmtinae in the pra£Uce of any 
known fin, yet fuck might, by tltt violence or fur^ 
p^rife of a temp^tion; to which they are liable a» 
muck a^ others, be on a fodden overcome to do an 
ill thing, to thear great grief all theiif life after ^ 
s^d then it was a very unjttft inference, ttpon feme 
few failings, to conclude that fuck men do not 
beliet^ Ikesofdbvesr But, how bad foever many are> 
It cannot be denied but there are alfo xnaiBy, both 
43f the clergy and laifiy,. wka give great and real 
demonftrations of the potwer religion has over them^ 
iis; thda; contempt of the waodd, the fbidtoefs of 
ijxeiir lives,, tkeis veadineia to fof^vo injiuies, t(k 
* relieve 
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telieVe the poor> and to do good on all occaiions ; 
and yet even thefe may have their failings, either 
in fuch things in which their conllitutiotts are weak, 
or their temptations flrong and fudden ; and in all 
fttch cafes we are to judge of men father by the 
courfe of their lives than by the errors that they, 
through infirmity or furprife> may have dipt into* 
: Thefe were the chief heads we have difcourfed on ; 
and, as far as I can remember, I have faithfully re-^ 
pcated'thc fubftance^ of our arguments. 1 have nfet 
concealed the ftrongeil things he faid to me ; btot,*^ 
though I have not enlarged on all the excur6on» 
of his wit in fet^tiAg them off, yet 1 have given them 
their full fbength, as he expreiTed them; and, as 
far as I could recoUe6l, have ufed his own words ; 
fo that I am afraid fome may cenfure me for fet^ 
ting down thefe things fo largely, which impioua 
men may make an ill ufe of, and«gather together 
to encourage and defend themfelves in their vic^s : 
but, if thty will compare them with the anfwer$ 
made to them, and the fenfe that fo great and re- 
fined a wit had of them afterwards, I hope they 
may, through the bleffing of God, be not ulto* 
^ther ineffeduaL . - 

. Tbe iffue pf all our difcourfewas this; he told 
me,, he faw vice and impiety were as contrary to 
. , ' F^ ' human 



6^ ThAhi^^ ond/DtATB. of 

hmnan focieiy as wild beaft? let Ipofc wpuld fee jf 
and. therjipre Hq firmlKy^folved to change the wholcr 
H^eJthpd of his life, to become ftri^lyjuft and true^ 
t^ be. <diaftf an4. temperate, to ferbear fwcaring 
a»d: irreligioirs difcourfe, to worlhip and pray to 
hi« IVfekw,; and th^^t, though h^ w?jP iSofc arrived at 
a full; perfn^fii>n of Chyiftkinity, he «WttId never, 
employ iis ^it morit to run k down^ oi to coMrupt 
Oth^r3y . :. ' , 

: Qf wl^i(^ I h^VQ fu|$e a iu^^t affnfantr fitntt^ 
a^peifpn qf qu^ltywhp cjoaverfed: much with Mrab 
tM Uft. y^ar of; l\is Uf^ ; to whpiAh* would- oft^it: 
£[My^ th«t he-wa^ huppy; if he. diid beHeye^ and that» 
lie: w,pttI4 n«vl» QftdcAvoAjr to draw him from it. 

; Tq all this Jianfwered, that a vistuoos lif^ woitld 
be- very nmieafy to .him uiile& vicibos inclinations 
were fcmioved, it \^uld( otberwife . be a perpetual 
oonftraint. . }i<» could ^ it be eil06V«d- without an 
kiward prihciplr to- change him ; and that was 
cnly tobehad^by stpplying himfelf to God for it 
irt f]%quentand eafneft prayer : andy I was Ture, if 
his mind was once cleared of thefe difarders, and 
cured of thofe diftempers, which vice brought on it, 
fo great an underllanding would 4bon fee thfougtt 
ill thofe; flights of wit that do feed atheifm and 
irreligion, which, luiv^ a falfe glltteidng in &<em^ 



ttlat dazzle foffltf weak-fighted minds, who have 
not capa'city enough to penetrate farther than" the 
Ibrfaces of things ; and fo they Hick in thefe toils, 
Which the ftrengrh* of his mind would foon break 
through, if it were once fitfed from thofe things 
tka« depi^eiled' and darkened it. 

• At this pais he vt^s when he w^nt from London 
about the beginning of April:* he had not been 
Ibng in the coimtiy, whew, hethought he was {6' 
well, thM> b«ing to goto his efktein Someffetihire> 
he rode thitlier poft. This\ heat and violent mo- 
tion did fo ifiAtoilean^ttker that w&s in his bladder, 
Huattit iciiffed a- very great pain in thofe parts ; yet' 
lie with iaoch-di$culty caUKe back by coach to thef 
lodge at Woodftcick-park* He w^as then ivo'attdecl 
both in body aftd mind ; he aiide.r[IOod pkyiic and 
bis ofttt conftitvtion and diilempeir fo wellj that he 
concluded he could hardly recover ; for the ulcelr 
]^roke> and vaft quantities of purulent matter pa^cl 
with ht& uriwsw But now the hami of God touched 
hifli, sttd^ at he told me^ it wa$ not only a general 
dark meluichoiy over Us mind> foch as he bad 
6)mieirly felt; hut a moil penetrating ciitting for-* 
t^^* Sq t]ut> though in bis body he fufbred 
extreme pain* for fome weeks^ yet the agonies ^ of 
iu5:jieui|(ji (umetinies fwaUoaiEved.up the fenfe of what 
^ \ : Fa he 
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he felt In his body. He told me, and gave It me In 
charge to tell it to one for whom he was much 
concerned, that, though there were nothing to come 
after this life, yet all the pkafures he had ever 
known in fin were not worth that torture he had 
felt in his mind. He confidered he had not only 
neglefted and difhonoured, but had openly defied, 
his Maker, and had drawn many others into the 
like impieties ; fo that he looked on himfelf as one 
that was in great danger of being damned. He 
then fet himfelf wholly to turn to God unfeigit- 
edly, and to do all that was pofiible, in that 
little remainder of his life which was before him, 
to redeem thofe great portions of it that he had 
formerly fo ill employed. The minifier, that at- 
tended confiautly on him, was that good and 
worthy man, Mr. Parfons, his mother's chaplain, 
^ho hath fince his death preached, according to the 
diredtions he received from him, his funeral fermon ; 
in which there are fo many remarkable paiTages, 
that I (hall refer my reader to them, and will re- 
peat none of them here, that I may not thereby 
lefien his defire to edify himfelf by that excellent 
difiroarfe, which hath given {o great and fo general 
a fatisfa£Uon to all good and judicious readers. I 
fixall fpeak curibrily of every thing, but that which 

thad 
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t liad immediately from himfelf. He was vifited 
every week of his iicknefs by his diocefan, that 
truly primitive prelate, the lord Biftiop of Oxford ; 
who> though he lived fix miles from him^ yet look- 
ed on this as fb important a piece of his paftoral 
care, that he went often to him, and treated him 
with that decent plainnefs end freedom which is fo 
xvatural to him; and took care alfo that he might 
not, on terms more eafy than fafe, be at peace with 
himfelf. Dr. Marfhall, the learned and worthy 
re&or of Lincoln College in Oxford, being the 
aninifter of the pariih, was alfo frequently with 
him; and by thefe helps he was fo direded and 
fupported, that he might not on the one hand 
fatisfy himfelf with too fupcrficial. a repentance^ 
nor on the other hand^ be out. of meafureoppreHTed 
with a forrow without hope. As foonas.l heard 
he was ill, but yet in fuch a condition that I might 
write to him, I wrote a letter to the bcft purpofe f 
could. He ordered one, that was then with him, 
to afTure me it was very welcome to him ; but, not 
fatisfied with that, he fent me an anfwer, which; asi 
the countefs of Rochefler, his mother, told me, he 
di£iated every word, and then iigned it. I was once 
imwilling to have publiihed it» becaufe of z com-' 
F 3 pliment 



7d Tie Life <iW DEi^TH of 

pUmcftt in it to myielf* f<u: ^boTe my m^fxt, an4 
not .vei;y weiU (uiting with his coa3jitiD<i. 

But the feofe he «xprefi*es in -it« of the changei^ 
then wrought ofx hiixLj juith' ujpon fecond thoughts 
prpinailed wit;h ^^ne to pubtifli it^ leaving 'Out wh^ 
^pnceiciui myfelf, 

«« Woodftock-Pafk, Oxfordflikc, 

^* i4y mo& hoQOured Br. Snrnett^ 

'< IViT ^ fpirits 4in4 body decaff & «^ally toge* 
*' -i M. ther, that I ihall wiite yo* a letter, al 
^* weak as I am in person. I be^n to val«echarch->^ 
*' men above all men in the wwld, &c. If God 
*^ be yet pleafed to fpare me fenger in this world, I 
*f hdpe in your converiation to be exalted to that 
<* degree of piety, that the ¥«)rld may fee hon 
^< ^iQch I abhor what I fo long loved, and how 
** much I glory in repentance and Ih God's ^rvice. 
V Befliow ycM^r prayers upon me, that God wouk} 
«^ i^gre me (if it be his good will) to ihew a true 
^' i:;j6pjentance and amendment of life for the time to 
<< come : or elfe, if tke Lord pkafeth to put an 
<f end to my worldly being »©#, that he would 
^.* merdfttlljr accept Clf my death-bed repeni:a»cej^ 

M and 
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^* and perform that promife ^hat he hath 'beeh 
** fleafed td make, that, at what time foevcr a fia 
** ner dOth Stepient, he wotrW receive hinfi. Put u^ 
*' thefe prayets, moft dear doctor, to Alm^hfy 
^^God, for 

" YOUR MOST OBEDIENT, 

** LAVGUI9HING, SERVANT, 

'*.j!itte 2c, 1680* . , . 

ROCHESTER.'' 

He told Ae* when I faw him, dhat he ht>ped 1 
«^ouId come to hikn upob that geAerid ihtltiti&tf^ll 
of the dcfire he hid of my oowpafty 5 and he wafe 
lothe to write more plainly, ndt kho^n^ Whe^^a- 
I conld c^ily fpare fc »ittch ttm^. t told Mm, that, 
i>ti the other hand^ I looked on it a^ ^ prefiimpt$6& 
to come fo Ikr when h« V^ in l^h ^xti^lldrit 
ikand3 $ and, though perfiapfi the freedoih fortneHjr 
between m ffiight hav« ft^rcufed it with thofe t6 
whom It was fcn6wn> y^ it might h^v6 th^ a^*^ 
pearance ©f fo mudi vanity to fnch as wci^ 
Grangers td it ; fo that, till l received his letter^ t 
^d liot think it ooftv^ient tb comd td hitti ; and 
liken, &ot hearing ^at there w^Hs iiny dknger of k 
fttddin €hange^ I dfclayed going to him tiH the 
4;««ifttteth of jttly. At Hty CDifting ta hSs ixbilfe; 
F 4 an 
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an accident fell out not worth mentioning, but 
that fome have made a ftory of it. His fervant, 
bein^ a Frenchman, carried up my name wrong> 
fo that he miftook it for another who had fent to 
him that he would undertake his cure, and he» 
being refolved not to meddle with him^ did not 
care to fee him: this miftake lalled fome hours, 
with which I was the better contented, becaufe he 
was not then in fuch a condition tha,t my being 
about him could have been of any ufe to him ; for 
that night -was like to have been his lail:. He h^ a 
convulfion-fit, and raved ; but, opiates being given 
him, after fome hours reft, his raving left him.fo 
^entirely, that it never again returned to him. 

I cannot eafijy exprefs the tranfport he was in 
when he awoke and faw me by him; he broke out 
in the tendered expreffions concerning my kind, 
nefs in coming fo far to fee fuch an one, uiing terms 
of great abhorrence concerning himfelf, which I 
forbear to relate. He told me, as his ftrength ferved 
Jbim at feveral fnatches, for h^ was then fo low 
*" that he could not hold up difcottrfe long at once, 
what fenfe he had of his paft life ; what fad ap^ 
prehenfion for having {o offended his Maker and 
4i£honoured his Redeemer ; what horrors he had 
|;one througl^^ and kow much his mind was turned 

to 
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to call on God and on his crucified Saviour, fi> 
that he hoped he fhould obtain mercy; for he 
believed he had iincerely repented, and had now 
a calm in his mind after that florm that he had 
been in for fome weeks. He had flrong appre- 
henfions and perfuaiions of his admittance to 
heaven, of which he fpake once, not withont 
fome extraordinary emotion. It was, indeed, the 
only time that he fpake with any great warmth to 
,me ; for his fpirits were then low, and fo far fpent^ 
that, though tbofe about him told me he had ex* 
preiTed formerly great fervour in his devotions^ 
yet, nsLiute was fo much funk, that thefe were in 
a great meafure fallen oiF. But he made me pray 
often with him, and fpoke of his converfion to 
God as a thing now grown up in him to a fettled 
and calm ferenity. He was very anxious to know 
my opinion of a death-bed repentance. I told him, 
that, before I gave any refolotion in that, it would 
be convenient that I ihould be acquainted more par- 
ticularly with the circumftances and progrefs of his 
repentance* 

Upon this he fatisfied me in many particulars. He 
faid he was now perfuaded both of the truth of Chrif • 
tianity and of the power of inward grace, of which , 
J>e gave me this ftrange account. — He faid, Mr, 

Farfons, 
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Pfli^ns^ iH t)rder to his cottviffeion, read tJb hitti the 
fifty-third chapter of the prophecy of Ifeiah, atid 
compared that with the hiftory of our Saviour's 
paflion, that h6 might there fee ^ prophecy con* 
cemkig it, written many ages before it was done 5 
which the Jews, that blafphemed Jefus Chrift, Ml 
kept in their hands, as a book divinely infpir^* 
He faid to me, that, a6 he heard it read, h^ felt ail 
inward force upon him, which did fo fenlighten-his 
mind and convince him, that he cOnld refift it nd 
longer ; for the words had an authority which did 
Ihoot like rays or beams in his mind ; to that hd 
was not only convinced by the reafonings he had 
about it, which fatisfied hii undcrftanding; but by 
a power which did fo effeftaally cottHrain him, that 
he did ever after as firmly believe iji his Sayiour as 
if he had feen him in the clouds. He had made It 
to be read fo often to him, that he had got it by 
heart, and went through a great part of it, in di(l 
courfe with me, with a fort of heavenly pleafure^ 
giving me his refleftions On it. Som6 few I remem- 
ber. Who hath Believed our report f (verfei.) Here, 
he faid, was foretold the oppofition the gofpel was 
to meet with from fuch wretches as he was. tie 
■ kafh no form nor comelinefs, and <when wejhatlfie him, 
thre is no beauty that ^efiduld difire him, (v^rfe 2.): 

On 
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On this. We fsd4, tht mcanircft of hh appeirante 
and perfon has made vain and foolHh people dilpa* 
rage 'him, bccaufc he came not in fudi a fool's coat 
^s they xicfigjkt in. What he faid on the other parts 
I doitot wcfH remem t er ; and indeed I was fo affe^ed 
with what he feid then to me, that the general 
t iviiiipeit \L was -onder dining the whole difcouift 
made me kfs capable to remettiber ch^e particu- 
lars as i wtAi I had done, 

fie told me, that he had thereupon received the 
fecrament with great fatisfadion ; and that was in- 
creafed by the pleafure he had in his lady's recei- 
ving it with him, who-had been for Tome years mif- 
Icd into Ae communion of the church of Rome, 
and he himfelf had been not a little inflrumental in 
procuring it, as he freely acknowledged : fo that it 
was one of the joyfulleft things that befel him in 
his ficknefs, that he had feen that mifchief remo- 
ved in which he had fo great a hand : and, during 
his whole fic'knefs, he expreffed fo much tendernefs 
and true Idndnefs to his lady, that, as it cafily de- 
uced the remembrance pf every thing wherein he 
had been in fault formerly, fo it drew from her the 
aiotl paflionate carfe and concern for him that was 
pcrffiUe I which indeed deferves a higher charader 

• ' - than 
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than is deceit to give of a pcrfon yet alive. But 

I Ihall confine my difcourfe to the dead. 

He told me, he had overcome all his refent^ 
ments to all the world, fo that he bore ill-will to 
no perfon, nor hated any upon perfonal accounts* 
He had given a true ftate of his debts, and had or* 
dered to pay them all, as far as his eilate, thdt was 
not fettled, could go ; and was confident that, if 
all that was owing to him were paid to his execu-^ 
tors, his creditors would be all fatisfied. He faid^ 
he found his mind now pofTefTed with another fenfe 
of things than ever he had formerly. He did not 
repine under all his pain ; and, in one of the fharpefb 
fits he was under while I was with him, he faid, 
he did willingly fubmit ; and, looking up to hea- 
ven, faid, *' God's holy will be done 5 I blefs 
** him for all he does to me.'* He profelTed, he 
was contented either to die or live, as fhould pleafe 
God ; and, though it was a fooliih thing for a man. 
to pretend to choofe whether he would die or live, 
yet he wifiied rather to die.. ,He knew he could 
never be fo well that life fhould be comfortable to 
him. He was confident he fhould be happy if he 
died ; but he fe^ed, if he lived, he might relapfe ; 
** and then, (faid he to me,) in what a condition, 
" ftall I be if I relapfe after all this ?'* But, he 

faid 
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ftid^ he trailed in the grace and goodnefs of God, 
and was refolved to avoid all thofe temptations, 
that courfe of life and company, that were likely to 
enfhare him ; and he defired to live on no other 
account, but that he mighty by the change of his 
manners, fome way take oiF the high fcandal his 
former behaviour had given. All thefe things, at 
feveral times, I had from him, befides fome meifa- 
ges, which very well became a dying penitent, to 
fome of his former friends, and a charge to publifh 
any thing concerning him that might be a mean to 
reclsdm others ; praying God, that, as his life had 
done much hurt, fo his death might do fome good. 

Having underftood 9!! thefe things from him, 
and being prefTed to give him my opinion plainly 
about his eternal ftate, I told him, that, though 
the promifes of the gofpel did all depend upon 
a real change of heart and life, as the indifpen 
fible condition upon which they were made; and 
that it was fcarce poffible to know certainly whe- 
ther our hearts are changed, unlefs it appeared in 
our lives ; and, the repentance of moft dying men 
being like the bowlings of condemned priibners 
for pardon, which flowed from no fenfe of their 
crimes, but from the horror of approaching death, 
there was little reafon to encourage any to hope 

much 
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ttWLch from fucli forrowing; yet, ceftainlx,. if tkft 
mind of a finHer, erea on a deatl^bed, be traljr 
isenewed aud turnod to God, f& great is kis-mercy,. 
that he will receive bim even in that e;0tremily> 
He&id, he was fure his mind was entivelf tvuiied $. 
^i, though horro£. had giv«n him his firJl awaking^ 
yet that' was- now grownup inta' a, fettled faith and 
converfion. 

Therein b.i|t otie prejudice lies agaiiift all this^. 
tA defeat the. good end& of- divhie prov«id^ce by it 
upon Qthers as. well as on himfelf, and that is, 
tjiat it was a part, of his difeafe, and that the 
lownefs of his iparits made fnch an iteration in 
him* that he was not what he had formerly been ; 
and this feme have carried fi> far as td fay» that 
he died mad* Thefe repprts are raifed by thofe who 
are ynwlIUng that the la&. thoughts or words of a 
perfon, every way fe extraordinary, fliould have 
any effect either on themfelves or others ; and it 
is to he feared, that fome have fo far feared theijp 
conferences, and exceeded the common meafureg 
of fin and infidelity, that neither this telkimony^ 
nor one coming from the dead^ would fignify much 
towards their convidion. That this lord was 
either mad or fiupid is a thing fo notoriouily un^ 
j^ue> that it is the greateil impudence for any that 

wer« 
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wtre about him to report it, and a very unrea. 

fonable credttlit)F in otb^fr tq believe it* All the 

while I was with himi after he had flept out thef 

dlibrdera of the fit he was in the iirft night, he was- 

hot only without, ravings, but had a dearnefs in 

Us. thoughts, in his memory, in his refiettona oj» 

tilings and peiibns) iia beyond what i ever ikw in. 

a- peribn fo low in his ftrength* Hj was not ahlcr 

X» hold-out long in a difcourfe, for his fpirits failed.^ 

but once for half an hour, and often for a quarter 

of an hour, after he awaked, he had a vivacity in. 

Ms difcourfe that was extracnrdinary, and in all; 

things like himfelf» He- called often for hi* chil-* 

dren, his fen (afterwards earl of Roche^fecr),aiid.hf3.' 

diree daughters, and- fpake to them ^ with a fenfe. 

and feeling that cannot- be expreflbd in writings 

He called me once to lode on them all, and faid, 

** See how good God has been to me, in giving me 

^ fb many Ueifings, and I have* carried myielf to 

** him like an ungracious and unthankful dqg.'* 

He once talked a great deal to me of public affairs j,^ 

and of many perfons and things, with the fame 

cleamefs of thought and expreffion that he had e-^ 

ver done before : fo that by |)E9*%gn but his weak- 

nefo of- body, and giving over difcourfe fo foon, 

' could 
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could I perceive a difference between what his parcf 
formerly were and what they were then- 

And that, wherein the prefence of his mittd 
appeared moft, was in the total change of an ill 
habit grown fo much upon him, that he could 
hardly govern himfelf, when he j was any ways 
heated, three minutes without falling into it: I 
mean fwearing. He.had acknowledged to me» the 
farmer winter, that he abhorred it as a bafe and 
indecent thing, and had fet himfelf much to break 
it off; but he confeffed, that, he was fo over- 
powered by that ill cuilom^ that he could not ipeak 
with any warmth without repeated oaths, which, 
upon any fort of provocation, came almoft naturally. 
£rom him ; . but, in his laft remorfes, this did fo. 
fenfibly affe6l him, that, by a refolute and conflant 
watchfulnefs, the habit of it was perfedlly maftered j 
fo that, upon the returns of pain, which were very 
fcvereand frequent upon him the laft day I was with, 
him, or upon fuch difpleafures as people fick or in^ 
pain are apt to take on a fudden at thofe about them» 
on all thefe occaiipns he never fwore an oath all the 
while I was therp. 

Once he was offended with the delay of one 
he thought made not hafte enough with fomewhat 
he called, for, and faid, in a little heat, '^ that 

** damned 
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^* damfted«felW;** foeii ^ef I told hiiHj I Was 
gl^ to find Jkii» Hyte f0 r^fonned^ «id that Itti hftd 
ftf tfntirtly ctrmosawr that itt kaUt of fwearisg s 
ofiif dial' word of cjtlliag any damned> which had 
rtftftrBcd %oii hil&j wm not decent. His anfwtr 
Wm: '< OhI tkatlafigtm^eOfi^ndt^ which wlufe 
'^^ fitfliHat fOflM^ haftgd y«t ab6ac me : Aire fione haa 
^s defefvcd wmt to b« dafliiitd &aii I have done/* 
Attd> alkar he had baiffbly aited Ood pardon for it^ 
be deiitad ism to <all tiMi perfois to him> that h€ 
jR%hf 1^ him ftifgivenefi : but I told him that w^s 
il«edk^ ^ Ut kp had (kid it of one that did hot hc^r 
k j and fe e^!d not be offended by it. 
' In this dl^ilfion of ntxnd dM he eontintfe all 
the while I was with him, foar daytf together : he 
#ai^ then brought fo low, that al! hopes of reeo- 
very were gone* Mach puralent matter came 
li*om him with hl^ «rifte ; Whieh he paffiid always 
wiflk f(Hne pairf, but <me day with inexpreffible 
l6rifM«it : yet he bore k decently, withont break- 
ing oat xato reptnidgs w Impatient complaints* 
lie ifflagiiied he had a Aone in his pkflTage ; but, it 
heiitg feardied, tM% was ^nd. The whole fub- 
Acance of M$ body was drained by the alcer, and 
ootinsg was^ left but il&in and bone ) and, by lying 
much Oft hifi b^fc^the parttf there began to mor^ 
G ' tify; 
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tify : but he had been formerly io low, that he 
feemed as much paft all hopes of life as now: 
which made him> one morning, after a full and 
fweet night's reft, procured by laudanum given 
him without his knowledge, to fancy it was an 
ciFort of nature, and to begin to entertain Tome 
hopes of recovery : for he faid,* he felt himfelf 
perfeflly well, and that he had nothing ailing him * 
but. an extreme weaknefs, which might go off in 
time : and then he entertained me with the fcheme 
he had laid down for the reft of his life ; how re- 
tired, how ^id, and how ftudious, he intended to 
be: but this was foon over; for he quickly felt 
diat it was only the effeft of a good ileep, and that 
he was ftill in a very defperate ftate. 

I thought to have left him on Friday ; but, not 
without fome pallion, he deiired me to ftay thatday* 
There appeared no fymptom of prefent death $ 
and a worthy phyiician, then with him, told me, 
that, though he was fo low that an accident might 
carry him away on a fudden, yet, without that, 
he thought he might live yet fome weeks. Zo^ on 
Saturday, at four of the clock in the morning, I 
left him, being the 24th of July- But I durft not 
take leave of him ; for he had expreffcd fo 'great an 
unwillingnefe to part with me the day before, that> 

if 



JaHN Eari o/'KocHESTE^^ Sj 

if I had not prefently yielded to one day's ftay, it 
v/Sis like to have given him fome trouble^ therefore I 
thought it better to leave him without any forma- 
lity. Some hours after he afked for me; and> 
when it was told him I was gone« he feemed to be 
troubled, and faid ; *' Has my friend left me f' 
** then I fliall die ihortly." After that he fpake 
but once or twice till he died : he lay much iilent : 
once they heard him praying very devoutly* And, 
on Monday, about two of the clock in the morning, 
he died, without any convuliion, or fo much as 
a groan» 

The C O N C L U S I O N. 

TH U S he lived> and thus he died in the 
three and thirtieth year of his age. Na- 
ture had fitted him for great things, and his 
knowledge and obfervation qualified him to have 
been one of the moil extraordinary men, not only 
of his nation, but of the age he lived in ; and I do 
verily believe, that, if God had thought fit to havf 
continued him longer in the world, he had been 
the wonder and delight of all that knew him : but 
the infinite wife God knew better what was fit for 
l him, and what the age defervcd : for men, who 
I G 2 have 
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have fo caft offdil fenfeof God Mid rdigion^ deieiire 
not £> fignal a bIdSng as the example and con* 
vi^oa which the reft of his Hfe m^hthare given 
tbem; A^d I am apt to' think that the Diviiite 
Goodnefe took pity on him; atid^ feeing the iince- 
xitj of his v^&taice^ would tvy and Tentiire \Um 
no more itt ciicomftances of temptation^ 'perhaps 
too hard fed haman ^^]ty« Now he Is at reft^r 
:UKi^ I am ^ery coofideat, enjoys the fruits of )m 
late^ bttt fIncCTe, itpentancer fitrt fuch as five, 
aftd ftilt go oil in their fins and impieties, and w3i 
not be awakened, neither by this nor the otihtcr t- 
larms that are about their ears, are, it feems, given 
up by God to ajudkial hardnids aadtlnpeniteiiey. 

Here is a public inftance of one who lived of 
their Ade, but could not die of* it: and, though 
none of all our Kbertines underftood better than he 
the fecret myfteries of fin, had more ftiidled every 
thing that could fupport a man in it, and had more 
refiflcd all external means of conviflion than he 
had done; yet, when the hand of God inwardly 
touched him, he could no longer kick againft thoie 
pricks, but humbled himfelf under that mighty 
hand ; and, as he ufed often to fhy in his prayers, 
'}ie,who had fo often denied him, found then no other 
ihelter but his mercies and compaffions. 

I have 
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' I lave wrkteH chii account witb all tke tendetiii^s 
jlad c^don I coajdufe^ a]id»ia whztCotVer | m^ 
li«F€ failed^ { have been Angt in lite tru<;b Of wlut I 
Jiave i^lated^ rejnembeiiiig that of Job> ^^ will ye 
'' lie for God i" Religion luu trength and evideAce 
«aottg]i in itU^ aftd tieeds no fupport, from li^s 
Mid mude ftoiiea* I do not pcetcyid to faafr^ ^ven 
Ae formal worda tkat hfi faid» tlumgk I Uve dolle 
Xkxt wkere I could remember them. But I hn^ 
mittem this with the fame fliicerity that I woui4 
liave done had I known 1 had been to die imme- 
diately after I had finished it. I did not take notes 
«f cor difcourfes laft winter after We parted i k> 1 
may perhaps, . in the fetting put of my anfwei;8 
^o him, have enlarged on feveral things bodi more 
f^iHy, and more regularly, ih%n I could fay them in 
/ttch free diibourfes as we had* I am not ib fure of 
all I kt down, as iaul by me, as I am of all faad by 
.hiip to me; but yet the fub^ance of the greateft 
;part, even of that, is the fame* 
. It reraaius, that I humbly and eameftly befeeti 
4ill that ihall take this bool^ in dieir hands, that they 
will €Qn£der it entirely, and not wrell fome parts 
..CO. 9Sk ill intention. God, the fearchei" of hearty 
J(nows with what iftdelity I have writ it : but, if scny 
will drink ^p, oiUy thepcnfon that may. be in i% 
, . G 3 without 
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widiout taking alfo the antidote here given to tkofe 
ill principles; orconiidering the fenfe that this great 
perfon had of them* when he refleAed ferioufly on 
them ; and will rather confirm themfelves in their 
ill ways* by the fcruples and obje£tions which I 
fet down* than be edified by the other parts of it^ 
as I will look on it as a great infelicity* that I ihould 
Have faid any that may (bengthen them in their 
impieties* fo the fincerity of my intentions will* I 
•<loubt not* excufe me at his hands* to whom I ofFer 
vp this fmall fervice. 

I have now performed* in the beft manner I could, 
what was left on me by this noble lord* and havie 
done with the part of an hiftorian. I (hall in the 
next place fay fomewhat as a divine. So extraordinary 
a text does almoft force a fermon* though it is plain 
enough itfelf* and fpeaks with fo loud a voice* that 
thofe who are not awakened by it will perhaps con- 
iider nothing that I can fay. If our libertines will 
become fo far fober as to examine their former courfe 
of life with that difengagement and impartiality 
which they mnft acknowledge a wife man ought to 
ufe in things of greatefi: confequence* and balance the 
account of what they have got by their debaucheries 
with the mifchiefs they have brought on theinfelves 
and othera by them^ they will foon fee what a bad 

bargain 
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bargain they have made. Some diverfion^ mirth, 
and pleafure, is all they can promife themfelves ; but, 
.to obtain this, how many evils are they tofuiFer? 
How have many wafted their ftrength, brought many 
-difeafes on their bodies, and precipitated their age 
.in the purfuit of thofe things ? And as they bring 
old age early on themfelyes, fo it becomes a miferable 
ftateof life to the greateft part of them; gouts, ftran- 
'guaries, and other infirmities, being fevere reckon- 
ings for their paft follies; not to mention the 
more lothefome difeafes, with their no lefs lothe- 
ibme and troublefome cures, which they muft often 
. go through, who deliver themfelves up to forbidden 
. pleafures. Many are disfigured befide with the marks 
of their intenlperance and lewduefs ; and, which is 
yet fadder, an infedion is derived oftentimes on their 
innocent but unhappy iiTue, who, being defcended 
from fo vitiated an original, fuiFcr for their exceflesw 
■Their fortunes arc profufely wafted, both by. their 
.negkft of their affairs, they being fo buried in vice, 
.that they cannot employ either their time or fpirits, 
^fo' much exhaufted by intemperance, tp confider 
them; and by tliat prodigal expence which their 
Infts put them upon. They fuffer no lefs in their 
credit, the chief mean to recover an entangled eftate $ 
§s>r that irregular expence forces ^hem to fo many 
G 4 mean 



metnihifts, makes diem.fo often fid^ tojUtlmr 
promifes and reiblutioiis, that diey muft iffib hA 
how mucH they have loft thae» which a geatl^asi, 
jand men of iogeniiQu^ lemport^ do ib»ttine« prck 
^r eren to lifeitfflf> their honour aiid it pntalbiiK 
{to do they fnSrr left in the aobkr powers of thtar 
odndty which> by a long courfa of inch di&lnie 
pra£dces, come to fink and degenerato fi) far» lh«t 
mot a few, whofe firft bbflbma gave th« xnoft pvt^ 
anifmg h<qp<^> hay« fo withered, as tn become in- 
capable of great andgeaerovi undert«kiBgs».and to 
be difabkd to every thing, but to wallow like Mam 
in the filth of feniuality, their ^uits being diiipate4jr 
and their minds fo benambed* as to be. whoUy anlU 
for bnfinefsj and even indifpofed feo thinks . . 

That this dear price ibould he paid for a little 
wUd mirths or grofs and corporal pleafure, ia a thing 
of fach onparallelled folly« that^ if there were not too 
many fuch inftances before u^j it might feem inercf- 
dible. To all this wf muft add, the horrocs that 
their ill ai^ions raife in theaHa and the. hard flufn 
they are put to to ftave oif thefe, either \(f being 
perpetually drunk or mad, or by an h^bitttal difiilb 
of thinking and refleding on their aAioni^ and 
^if thefe arts will not perfedly quiet them) bf 
taking ianftvary in foch atheifiical j>rinciple8 aa 

may 
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Hutjr at loaft nutigtt* tht fottrn^fi of their 'dioogktt^ 
dbbagk tkey tian^t abiblutelf fiftldo their minds. 

' If <lie ibato of mankind and hnixiari IbdtedeB is 
ecmfidered, wkat mifehiefs ^n l>e equal to thole whtdi 
follow thefe cowrfes f Such perfons are a plague where 
ever they cdtne^ they can neither be tmfted norbe- 
ibved^ having caft oiF both truth and goo&nefi, 
vkich procure coniidcnce and attra€l love ; they cor- 
mpt ftme by dietr ill praftices^ and do irreparable 
iiiijuries to the ireft; they run great hazards, and 
^ul ikemftltes to much trouble, and all th& 
to do what is in their power to make damnatioh 
*> fore to thfemfehies as poffiMy they can. What 
ih#uence diis has on the ^hole nation is but too 
-vifible; how the bonds of nature, wedlock, and all 
other relations, are quite broken : virtue is thought 
an antique piece of fbnnality,and religion the effeft of 
cowardice or knavery ; thefe are the men that would 
icfoim the world, by bringing it under a new fyfteni 
oif intdikAxiaiattd mora! principles ; but, bate them 
% few hM and lewd jefts, what have they ever done, 
l>t deigned to^do, to make them to be remembered, 
exo^t It be ^di dcteftation ? They are the fcom of 
^e prelent age, and tkelr names muik rot in the 
next. Here tkey have before them an inftance c^ 
<>iw> ' who wa« cfeceply corrupted with the contagion 
i . which 
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which he firft derived from others, but unhappily 
heightened it much himfelf. He was a mailer in- 
deed and not a bare triiler with wit, as fome of 
thofe are who repeat, and that but fcurvily, what 
they may have heard from him or fome others, and 
with impudence and laughter will face the world 
down, as if they were to teach it wifdom ; who, 
God knows, cannot follow one thought a ftep far- 
ther than as they have conned it; and, take from 
them their borrowed wit and mimical humour, an4 
they will prefently appear, what they indeed are» 
the leaft and loweft of men. 

If they will, or if they can, think a little, I wifh 
they would coniider, that, by their own principles^ 
th,ey cannot be fure that religion is only a contri* 
vance ; all they pretend to is only to weaken fome 
arguments that are brought for it ; but they have 
not brow enough to fay, they can prove that their 
own principles are true, fo that at moil they bring 
their caufe no higher than that it is poffible re«> 
ligion may not be true. But ilill it is poffible it 
may be true, and they have no ihame left that will 
deny that it is alfo probable it may be true ; and, 
if fo, then what mad men are they wha run fo 
great a haauud for nothing ? By their own confef^ 
£on, it may be there is a God, a judgement, and » 

Ufc 
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life to come^ and> if fo^ then he that believes theie 
things, and lives according to them, as he enjoys 
a long courfe of health and quiet of mind, an in- 
nocent relifh of many true pleafures, and the iere- 
nities which virtue raifes in him, with the good- 
will and firiendlhip which it procures him from 
others ; fo when he dies, if thefe things prove mif- 
takes, he does not out-live his error, nor fhall it 
afterwards raife trouble or difquiet in him, if he 
then ceafes to be ; but, if thefe things be true, he 
ihall be infinitely happy in that ftate, where his pre- 
fcnt fmall fcrviccs fhall be fo exceffively rewarded. 
The libertines, on the other fide, as they know 
they muft die, fo the thoughts of death muft be 
always melancholy to them ; they can have no plea- 
fant view of that which yet they know cannot be 
very far from them : the leaft painful idea they can 
have of it is, that it is an extinAion and ceafing 
.10 be, but they are not fure even of that ; fome 
fecret whifpers within make them, whether they 
will or not, trenible at the apprehenfions of another 
ftate ; neither their tinfel wit, nor fuperficial learn- 
ing, nor their impotent afifaults upon the weaklide, 
^ they think, of religion, nor the boldeft notions 
pf impiety, will hold them up then. Of all which 

I now 
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I now prefe&t fi> lively an inftanc^^ as perhaps Ul^ 
toxj can fcarce parallel. i. 

Here were parts fo exalted byaatiue, andim*- ( 
proved by ftady, and yet io c<MTupted and debafed i 

by irreligion and vice, that he» who was made to 
be one of the glories of hit age» was become a 
proverb, and, if his repentance had nol ]jiterpofed# 
would have been one of the greateft reproadies of 
it. He knew well the fmall ftrength of that weak 
caufe, and at firft defpifed» bat afterwards ab* 
Korred, it. He felt the mifchiefif and iaw the mad^ 
jieis, of it; and therefore, though he lived to the 
•firandai of many, he died as much to the edification 
0f all thofe who faw him ; and, becauie they weie 
l>ut a fmall number, he defired that he might evea 
when dead yet fpeak. He was willing nothing 
ihouid be concealed that might caft reproach on 
himfelf and on fin, and officr up glory to^Ood and 
•ttligion:. So that, though he lived a heinous iinncTy 
yet he died a moft exemplary penitent. 
. It would be a vain and lidicnlous inference tat 
•any, from hence to draw arguments about the 
abftruie feorets of predeMnation, and to Goncliid«, 
that, if they are of the number Of the de&, theymajr 
live as they will^ and tibat Divine Gsace wift ^sit 

fome 
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iBm« time or other iriolently conftfain them, and 
irrefiftlbly work upon them. But as St. Paul was 
called to that eminent fervice, for which he was ap- 
pointed, in fo ftupendous a manner as is no war- 
rant for others to «q)e£k fuch a vocation, fo, if 
tipon fbme iignal occaibns fnch converfions fail ont* 
which, how far they are fiiort of miracles, I fcall 
not determine, it is not only a vain, but a perni- 
cious, imagination, for any to go on in their iU 
ways upon a fond conceit and expectation that the 
Kke will befal them: for, whatfoever God's extra- 
Ordinary dealings with fome maybe, we are fare 
his common way of working isr, by offering tfaefe 
things to out rational* faculties, which, by the s&C- 
tances of his grace, if we improve them all we can, 
ftall be certainly efl^tral for our, reformation ; attd^ 
If we negle£l or abnfo thefe, we put ourfehes 
beyond the common methods of God*» mercy, and 
liave no reafon to exped that wanders fhould be 
wrought for our convidion ; which, thuottgh they 
femetimes happen, that .they may give an eieAual 
alarm for the awaking of others, yet itwouM delboy 
tfce whole dcfigtk of religion, if men fhould depend 
upon, or. look for, foch an extraordinary and for- 
cible operation of G(yd's grace. 

And 
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And I hope, that thofe, who have had fome 
Iharp reflediions on their paft life, fo as to be 
refolved to forfake their ill courfes, will not take 
the leail encouragement to themfelves in that de-> 
Iperate and unreafonable refolution of putting ofF. 
their repentance till they can iin no longer, from 
the hopes I have expreifed of this lord's obtaining 
mercy at the lail, and from thence prefume, that 
they alfo (hall be received when they turn to God 
on their death-beds : for, what mercy foever God 
may (hew to fuch as really were never inwardly 
touched before that time, yet there is no reafon to 
think, that thofe who have dealt fo diiingenuoufly 
with God and their own fouls, as defignedly to put 
off their turning to him upon fuch confiderations, 
Ihould then be accepted with him. They may die 
fuddenly, or by a difeafe that may fo diforder their 
underftandings that they fhall not be in any capa-* 
city of refledling on their paft lives. The inward 
converfion of our minds is not fo in our power 
that it can be efFefled without divine grace affiiling ; 
and there is no reafon for thofe, who have negleded 
thefe aiSftances all their lives, to exped them in (o 
extraordinary a manner at their d.eath. Nor can 
one, efpecially in a ficknefs that is quick and cri- 
tical, be able to do thofe things that are often in- 

difpen- 
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difpenfably necefiary to make his repentance com- 
plete ; and even in a longer difeafe^ in which there 
are larger opportunities for thefe things. Yetth^re 
is great reafon to doubt of a repentance, begun 
and kept up merely by terror, and not from any 
ingenuous principle. In which, though I will not 
take on me to limit the mercies of God, which are 
boundlefs, yet this muft be confefled, that to delay 
repentance with fuch a defign, is to put the greateft 
concernment we have upon the moft dangerous 
and deiperate ifTue that is pofiible. 

But they that will ftill go on in their fins, and be 
fo partial to them as to ufe all endeavours to 
ftrengthen themfelves in their evil courfe, even by 
thefe very things which the providence of God fets 
before them for the cafting down of thefe ftrong 
holds of fin : what is to be faid to fuch ? it is to be 
feared, that, if they obftinately perfift, they will by 
degrees come within that curfe. He that is unjuft, kt 
him be unjuft fiill: and he that is filthy ^ let him be 
flthy fiill. But, if our gofpel is hid, it is hid to them 
that are lofi, in lubom the God of this tuorldhath blinded 
the minds of them tvhich believe not, lefi the light of the 
glorious gofpel of Chrifi, luho is the image ofGod^Jhould 
fijine unto them* 

A SER. 



I 



•A 

S E R M O N 

Preached at tub 

'•F 'U "-N 'E *R -A ^L 

•'^ Of At Riglrt HtJiioui-ablc 

jj O HN Earl of Roehefter, 

"Who died at Woodft6ck-Par.k, the a 6th of 
.^ July) /i^So, and wa;^. buried. at Spilfbury^ 
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A D V E R XI S E M E N T. 

jnLLL the lewd and profane poems and libels 
•f the late Lord Rochefter having been (contrary 
to his dying requefl, and in defiance of religion^ 
government, and common decency) publiihed to 
the world ; and (for the eafier and furer propaga- 
tion of vice) printed in penny-books, and cried 
about the flreets of this honourable city, without 
any ofFepce or diflike taken at them : it is humbly 
hoped that this ftiort difcourfe, which gives a true ' 
account of the death and repentance of that noble 
lord, may like wife (for the fake of his name) 
find a favourable reception among fuch perfons ; 
though the influence of it cannot be fuppofed to 
reach as far as the poifon of the other books is 
fpread ; which, by the ftrength of their own viru- 
lent corruption j are capable of doing more mifchief 
than all the plays, and fairs, and ftews^ in and 
about this town can do together. 
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LUKE XV. 7* 

tfay unto ym, that likewifejoyJhaU be in heaven tver 
onefinner that repentetb, more than o*uer ninety and 
■ ninejufl per/ons that need no repentance. 

IF ever there were a fubjeft that might defervc 
and exhaud: all the treafures of religious elo- 
quence in the defcription of fo great a man, and 
fo great a finner, as now lies before us ; together 
with the wonders of the Divine Goodnefs, in ma- 
king him as great a penitent ; I think the prefent 
occaiion affords one as remarkable as any place or 
. age can produce. 

Ili^d^ed, fo great and full a matter it is, that it 
is too l)ig to come out of my mouth, and perhaps 
not all of it fit or needful fo to do. The greatnefs . 

• -of his parts are well enough known, and of his 
fins too well in the world ; and neither my capacity, 

' nor experience, nor my profeffion, will allow 'me 
to be fo proper a judge either of the one or the 
other. Only as God has been pleafed to make 
me a long while a fad {pedator and a fecret 
mourner for his fins, fo as he at lad graciouily heard 
the prayers of his neareft relations 'and true friends 

t for his converiion and repentance: and it is the 
H 2 , good 
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good tidings of thateTpeckUy^wkich God has done 

Sgs^ ,hi». foul, *i^that( Jt<2^ w^ itp {iul>li{b:;s»ft<^tdl 

xabroad <to>'the ^worU^toat i9Aly?>y ^e-^ligatjpns 

of mine oiEce^Ndm-wh^h^Iv i#4 tll^ l^pi^Qiiv tli ^ 

a weak minifter tp it, but by his own exprefs and 

dying editimandst ■<' . . ~ .1 - - | 

.ojf>No\^ althoHgh'to dfefctibethie/Wordiily would 

t^i^qui]^ >a 'Wit equal to that.wirth^ which^h^livod^ 

i:«t^d o" devotion too e^aal'to tha^- with which -^ho 

••4iedy end to match cither would be a very* hard 

* tafb; yet, befides that I ^tt not fufiicieiit for ^fe 

*<tMiiigs, .(forwho'is?y and that my thoughts haVe 

been rather privately bufied to i^re^« real-^e- 

ii pesfcitence »tot hififetf !whimirfiTing?tten, 'tft piibllfh 

» ir abroad. to oi^bcffs m V^ »rtifi<M dr^fsdjlei^. he: is 

?ivdead.} I.iay, befideSf allttlhU, I(^^l]^k,I il^l have 

( lefs need tOr.call <^vi 1 1]^ >aidj^ ^f fe^ulaf ^ flo^ence* 

.r* T>h^ picfter h^bif . oC^repeiilancg. i^s x^oi^^ii^e^ lin^n^ 

^- or, wy delieat? anr^y^ fuckas.^re iifed in ths Qo^rt, 

v'lor king's hdnfts, btft.&ckcloth: a^id (ftftes : and ,^he 

'^'Way^ which God Almighty .t^e«' to -convey it, is 

f>TiK)t 'by the words- .of ipaofs ^^fdom,, but. by the 

> .plamneis ofhisi wrkten MTord, tffiflpd by tKe.in- 

X^ward po\v!er^Ml demonllbatioa ofitheiSpidt ;..and 

I the BfFeda iirjvorkfijqaod .fey whi<5hcit»^ifcpvvsi it- 

felf, are not any raptures of wit and fancy, but 

: I the ■ 
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ikt moft kumbfe proftrations both of foul and fpirit^ 
and the 'capiiVaTln-g all* humari' imaginations 16 tht 
oBediexidh rf a* defpifeU religion and r a crucified 

S*«<hif: * - ^. . . - , ; 

And it is in this uray I intend to bring out this 
pcnit^t to yotr;'kn aitay which Pam furc-he mdfe 
valued, and defired to appear in; both to Gbd tnd- 
tKe woi-ld; Aati Inalrthetritimphs'ofi'wit afad «gal- 
laiilry ; ahd; th^refort, ^wikving all Aefe rhetdrieal 
flbClril!i6s; *a5 b^neraeh thefolemnit/orthe occafioniJ 
-alid* tke' majeftf 6f that- gifeat and we%hty ta-uth I 
aftl n<5t«r t6 deliVeiS) I ihall^ content myfelfwidi the* 
office of a plain hiilonan> to relate "faithfully* and' 
iti^ft^tially whatlfa«r and heard; -efpecially during 
ifli^^penitcHtiuhibrrows ; -which; if itM- that hoar in©f 
tMs ^ayhsd f>eetf fpeaatcn-d' ($f> Chei^ woiild .theiv 
Htrv^ Imm iion^edbf a'foiHMn u> comrsaca-mfn ;.<btt6 
«ifcty Mn 'vvbttfd h^« btlSi'4is mach a preacker.^ia 
WitifdfHJf' thfe^tuiih-fis I'-aflf^- except thefe ibrrows*^: 
dtM^ yet eVeh %ke<^<foi)ri^w» ^heuld l»e ?.^rned;]Ato 
jtrfaf t^,•4i^We'i»^t«lld<'0aly daM^katwc .pray foi!,. 
li^ t66 wtll^f God'tnaybe^do»»inearthdi6 iiki^ 
iltlfea'^t^l for^foouitbfeiled Lord.afiu«ej us^ V I fa> 
^ iilitd*yt>u,v *toiit4ike1#ifi j^yfttelk be in* heaven oywr 
^ oae^fiiiner tSlit- pep€»lfetk, ^/* > Fixna which;*! 
ftafl*tdhfidfer, •- *-'-.-w..t ... - :■ ^ -..,.; .-.-j : t. 
t.;, .ji-x- . . H 3 L The 
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I. The finner particularly that is before us. 

II. The repentance of this finner, together with 
the xneans^ the time, and all probable iincerity, of 
it. 

in. The joy that is in heaven, and ihould be on 
earth, for the repentance of this fmner. 

IV. I fhall apply myfelf to all that hear me ; that 
they would join in this joy, in praife and thankf-- 
giving to God, for the converiion of this iinner ; 
and, if there be any that have been like him in their 
fins, that they would alfo fpeedily imitate him in 
their repentance. 

And, I. Let us confider the perfon before us, as ■ 

he certainly was a great iinner. But, becaufe man i 

was upright before he was a iinner, and, to mea- 
fure the greatnefs of his fall, it will be neceilary to j 

take a view of that height from which he fell, 
give me leave to go back a little, to look into the 
rock from which he was hewn, the quality, family^ 
education, and peribnal accompliihments, of thi& 
great man. In doing of which, I think no maa 
will charge me with any defign of cuftomary flat-, 
tcry or formality ; iince I intend only thereby to 
ihew the greatnefs and unhappinefs of his folly, in. 
the perverting fo many excellent abilities and ad. 
vantages for virtue and piety in the fervice of fin^ 
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and fo becoming a more univerfal, infinuating, and 
prevailing, example of it. 

As for his family, on both fides, from which he 
was defcended, they were fome of the moft famous 
in their generations. His grandfather was that ex- 
cellent and truly great man, Charles, lord Wilmot, 
vifcount Athlone in Ireland. Henry, his father, 
who inherited the fame title and greatnefs, was by 
kis late majefty, king Charles I. created baron of 
Adderbury, in Oxfordfliire, and, by his prefent 
majefty. Earl of Rochefler. He was a man of fignal 
loyalty and integrity indeed ; and of fuch courage 
and condufl in military affairs as became a great 
general. His mother was the reli£l of fir Francis 
Henry Lee, of Ditchly, in the county of Oxford, 
baronet, grandmother to the prefent right honour- 
able earl of Litchfield, and the daughter of that, 
generous and honourable gentleman, fir John St. 
Johns, of Lyddiard, in the county of Wilts, ba- 
ronet, whofe family was fo remarkable for loyalty, 
that feveral of his ions willingly offered thexnfejyes 
in the day of battle, and died for it ; and> whilfl the 
memory of the Engliih or Irilh rebellion l^fls,' that 
family cannot want a due veneration in the mind^ 
4tf any perfon, that loves either God or the king, ; 
H4 ,A% 



J& forim ediicfl^) it'^sil ill iWactttSKOoU^gsy . 
Oxford, under the care of^tlibt:vyiftrjafld.ezceUettt-; 

cfefter; thfer^itw^ tlfttt hrlddt»^good9faKuittioa» 
of rearhin|r^ and Mdf; thlAigh llir^aftm«Kc4&i fatnkt 
iipoii' thkt- fduBftlatkiii^ h£^< xaHtMAin. 'Bhen&tet 
£i%' fufck^ fi&ffP the l»e^i ofi Mr. nratheir,. tlii^, 

aML'p6eiir>% vrkidif aAB)»#aid^ fay hiii own oosruftU 
tfomacli, vAeW tiaMd iMo jpstOAa lw hhsfidC: anA 
others r whidr certainly 0i6»\U^M^ mcum a btemiik 
ity thoft ifhrftrioufl* fefiiitfari)^ ef fkty md- g&^di 
iemxiag tMn a difdBe£^t Mld^ krt^siwife amk 
-^tnous father, or the fail' 6f jwm M tike exccikMC}[f 
of patadift. 'j 

A wit He Md id i^ne stid fmhibl in itsinvefttioB^ 
aJldwi^^ lb cliol<5e Iin4 delicate ia. its js^emesc^ 
Att diere is ftdUkih^ Wantiog in his oomfp^fiiret 
to ghre a full iUi^wei^ t^ that 4atftioii> What aA4 
where wit is ? exet]^ the purity aad cbotcd of fiib^ 
' jift. Foi^ had fach exctlitot Aeds.bat hik% upon 
|;odd grbund, aad^ iniiead 6f pibdiiag opos, a bf aft 
te a lull, beta ruftd up oo highj^ to oekbi(a^ t)^ 
iftj^rits of the divine lov«^ ia pfiibas, ^mi hyimsj 
and ^Iritaal fohg$,^ I perfoade niyfelf we ia%h^. by 
ttb time, have received ^roti his pen as excellent 

an 
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His natural talent was excellent.;, b^it. \e, l\adL 

tJjQfpJJgWx acqp^^tcijp \^itlj aj| t^g.cJaflkauthp^s,• 
^<^. Cfffife;a^^^Ii?%^ \ ^^ ^9 r^^. if not:" 

ilWW? ^W ^ ^kr 9X^. H?5%?^]- fency. And 
\j{b0(pX^ wda to? corgpipfor^s^ will iyp^A- all things in 
tJ^^fii^Hli^rljr gtes^, ^^iy, aivd cx(;ell^nt^ tl)a^ 
Jj^^m^^ljr p^pjiOM|fe,tl\^t, tKi^gJi he has leiit to 
tfjfm o^i^^T^ y^t b^ 1^*? hprjCO)yed qf none; and 
. 4^ h;? h^ b|^ ^ i^ i^om a (ordjid invitation o£ 
l^e hiefcfe hun. ^ \^t mil b^ ffoqi j^^Uig i*eached 

ftW9>IA 9(f » gcnrtSBJW? % fJ^? 99^^^ ^T country,. 

^to^ he wAfi k^w^ ^ *^ j^^j^. ^9 p9 ? y^y 

pgf>t m^lt^r, k i^ tvo Pi^^ o^PV ^Vjlf^^! ^P <^^^^f: 
Dr underftand; and, whatever they were in them- 

felvcs. 
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felvesj I am Aire they were but miferable comfort- 
ers to him, fince they only miniftered to his fins, 
and made his example the more fatal and dange- ' 
rous; for fo we may own, (nay, I am obliged by 
him not to hide, but to fliew, the rocks, which o- 
thers may avoid,) that he was once one of the - 
greateft of Tmners. 

And truly none but one fo great in parts could 
be fo. His fms were like his parts, from which 
they fprang, all of them high and extraordinary. 
He feemed to affed fomething lingular and para- 
doxical in his impieties, as well as in his writings, 
above the reach and thought of other men ; taking 
as much ^ains to draw others in, and to pervert the 
right ways of virtue, as the apoftles and primitive 
faints did to fave their own fouls and them that 
heard them. For this was the heightening and 
amazing circumflance of his fms, that he was fo 
diligent and induftrious to recommend and propa- 
gate them ; not like thofe of old that hated the 
light, but thofe the prophet mentions, Ifaiahiii. 9. 
" who declare their fm as Sodom, and hide it not ; 
** that take it upon their fhoulders, and bind it to 
** them as a crown;" framing arguments for fin,' 
making profelytes to it, and writing panegyrics 
upon vice. 

Nay, 
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Nay, fo confirmed was he in fin, that he often- 
times almofl died a^ martyr for it. God was pleafed 
ftmetimes to punifH him with the effects of his 
folly ; yet, till now, (he confeffed,) they had no 
power to melt him into true repentance ; or, if at 
any time he had fome lucid intervals from his folly 
and madnefs, yet, alas ! how fhort and tranfitory 
were they ! All that goodnefs was but as a morn- 
ing cloud, and as the early dew that vanilhes away : * 
he ftill returned to the fame excefs of riot ; and that 
with fo much the more greediAefs, the longer he 
had failed from it. 

And yet, even this defperate finncr, that one 

would think had made a covenant with death, and 

was at an agreement with hell, and juft upon the 

brink of them both, God, to magnify the riches of 

his grace and mercy, was pleafed to fnatch as a 

brand out of the fire : as St. Paul, though " before 

'* a blafphemer, a perfecutor, an injurious, yet 

" obtained mercy, that in him Chrift Jcfus might 

'* (hew forth all long-fufFering, for a pattern to 

*' them that fhould hereafter bfelieve on him, to 

" everiafting life." i Tim. i. I3, 16. So God 

ftruck him to the ground, as it were by a light from 

ieaven, and a voice of thunder round about him : 

in&iQUch that now the fcales fell from his eyes, as 

they 
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they di[d from St. Paul's ; his ftony heart was o* 
pened^ and dreams of tears gufhed out, the Intter 
b^t wholefqme tears of true repentance. 

, And, that this may appear to be fo, I think it 
necefTary to account for thefe two things. 

In For the means of it ; that it was not barely 
the eiFe6l of ficknefs. or the fear of death ; but tHe 
, hand of God alfo working in them and by them 
manifeftly. 

il, For the fincerity of it % which though none 
but God^ that fees the heart, can tell certainly, 
yet man even alio may and ought to believe it ; not 
only in the judgement of charity, but of moral 
juftice, from all evident figns of it, which ^ere 
po$ble to be given by one in his condition. 

And ift. For the means or method oY his repen- 
tance. That which prepared tlie way for it wasa 
IJiarp and painful fickliefs, with *wliicti" God 'Vas** 
pleafed to vifithim; die way whici' the AlmigH'ty 
often takes to reduce tlie wandering Enn^ ib the 
^owled^e of God and himfelf. *' I willbe unto 
** Ephraim as a iion, and 'as a young lion unto 
** the houfe of judah ; I, even 1, wllf'tear and'go 
«* away, and none fhall relieve him ; F will go and 
" return to my place, till they acknowledge their 
^^" ' ^- ' ^ "^^'bffence 
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" joffence and f^k my face ; and in their afii^ion 
** ihcy will feekmc early," Hof. v, 14, ic. 
. And^ though to foxfake our iii^s then, when we 
can no longer enjoy them, feems to be rather the 
effeft of impotei\cy an4 nccelEty than of choice. 
,.$yadfo^, not ^o^. acceptable or praife-worthy, ^et we 

^al^uf t^,?. Qti^c^^, ^nd inyjfoye^ a fprced^ abftmence 
.from fin into a fettled lothing and a true deteftatipn^ 

,,^ I^jis truf ,j t^^f ^(^/Mpji^flpbhorja nfttures^ that, 
mcWF^ 4xt «^^i»^hi<S J?M45^^iK^K'^^f Pf affile. 

^^of tbe[t,Jie^^eii]^ jflathe.)^ in tji? ver^ inftant when 
..,^4s, qJjyeSijjg^jhe^ l^, 9t>,^ay. ^^^e jjlc^'jthofe 

jj^ter^ forget ^all. , jSuc,h as thefe we have defajibed, 

.. '^thema^fh|pPjjthfty,p)ugbt.,him,.and, they returned 
«'^ and enquiry 4,.early after God ; then they remem- 
. V b^red that God was their rock, and that the 
. *f ^igl} G.pc^ >^aSyt^eir Redeemer^ neyerthelefs tney 
., V ,did t^ut Jlatter him with tljeir ^ipputh, and lied 
\l f^mMm vifJ^Jt^eJf tftftgue§^ for the^- he^ was 
. 'iiinot right with him,, neither continued they^fted- 
, " fall in his covenant," And it is probable this 

hat 
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has been the cafe formerly of this perfon. But 
there was an evident difference betwixt the efFe£ks 
of this ficknefs upon him and many others before. 
He had other fentiments of things now^ (he told 
me») and a6led upon quite different principles : 
he was not vexed with it as it was painful^ or 
hindered him from his fins, which he would have 
rolled under his tongue all the while^ and longed 
again to be at ; but he fubmitted patiently to it, 
accepting it as the hand of God ; and was thank- 
ful, blefling and praiiing God not only in but for 
his extremities. There was now no curfmg, no 
railing or reproaches to his fervants or thofe about 
him, which in other iickneHes were their ufual en- 
tertainment : but he treated them with all the 
meeknefs and patience in the world, begging par- 
don frequently of the meaneil of them but for a 
hafiy word, which the extremity of his ficknefs, 
and the fharpnefs of his pain, might eafily force 
from him. His prayers wete not fo much for 
eafe, or health, or a continuance in life, as for 
grace, and faith, and perfect refignation to the will 
of God. So that I think we may not only chari- 
' tably butjuftiy conclude, that his ficknefs was not 
the chief ingredient, but, through the grace of God, 
an elFedaal means, of a true though late repentance, 

as 
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as will beft be judged by the marks I am. now y> 
give you of the fincerity of it : for which I am, in 
the next place, to account. 

II. And it was the power of Divine Grace, and 
of that only, that broke through all thofe obfta- 
cles that ufually attend a man in his circumftances ; 
that God (who is a God of infinite compaffion and 
forbearance) allowed him leifure and opportunity 
for repentance ; that he awakened him from his 
Spiritual fldmber by a pungent ficknefs; that he 
gave him fuch a prefence of mind, as both to pro- 
vide prudently for his worldly affairs, and yet not to 
be diilraaed or diverted by them from the thoughts 
of a better world ; that lengthened out his day of 
grace, and accompanied the ordinary means of lal- 
vation, and weak minifby of his word, with the 
convincing and over-ruling power of his Spirit to 
his confcience ; which word of God came to him 
quick and powerful, fharper than a two-edged 
fword, piercing even to the dividing afunder of his 
foul and fpirit; and at laft the Spirit of God wit- 
neiTed to his fpirit that now he was become one 
of the children of God. 

Now, if the thief upon the crofs (an inftance 
too much abufed) was therefore accepted, becaufe 
accompanied with all the tfit&A of 4 iincere con- 
vert 



\ 
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vert wKich W 'condmon' was 'cUj^ 'of; *1af c6ii- 
fe^on of Chrift's divinity In 'the "im&ft* of ^tTie 'Waf- 
pjiemies of pharifees and l^s own lewd 'c6m])anibn, 
and defertion of even CHrift's dilciples ;'if His re- 
• pcntance*t>e tkerrfbre judged real," b^tift ie^fe^lhs 

* to Ve'^more cbncw^^^ itiri^tdhhfid of Chrift's 
future *tfhg<!bm 'fK'an tis own 'diath ; ^ if^*St.''P^uI 
was api)royedV by the' ifamfe inortf* ifbutfdant'fe'btJdrs 

^ which W* commended* m''^th^ totinthians," *' yea, 
«*' wW zeal ?" wha^f ftar ? Wiat Vehem-^nt'deflre*?** 

* itor': vii. 'ii. ■ i thinfc f &all* faiike ftapjiear, 
'that the repen?anc8 of tUs'p^on'i^ai"actoinpahIed 

*" wit^'the Yikeii)i)%fifl ^jitottls r' and I-ani ft) fihfi- 
^%U oflhaf'WuI'^^rtfence'teth'cffC^^^ 
*' Befere'whbmi'l^l'ak/^lio ar6"'Wfil}r abUe tc^t^lbo- 
^ ver iny fallings,' tKat !* ihall not' deKv* any tMng 
^'LuVwiiatTknqWtoBeVftrift and refi^oai tHith, 

tJpon'my Hrft'vifit'td him, ^ (May 26/ juft at - 

. 'ills return from' his jbtrrney out of the Weft,J* he * 

*^"rooft gladly receivdd'Wi"'^iliewed mt't?xtr»6Jr^itfary 

^* rc/pcas 'upo& ihiJ' fcbri of* lilinc '^office, ' thanked 

*'Go3 whb^ad itt fti^cj^'^and good prcmd«ttcc<fent 

me to him who fo much' needed my prayers ^d 

"counfels? *' and/' *acltlioWedged "' how 'tfnworthily 

heretftforehir had-tititcd that itfd^r rf incri/ re- 

proacffiifg'^tcjrifidiat' Aejr were proudj^'aafl* prd^he- 

dcd 
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ded only for rtfwardt; but now he had learned 
how to raise than; that he efleemed them the 
fenmtt of the nioft high God, who were to fiiew 
to him the way to everlafting life* 

At the fane time I found him labouring under 

ftrange Cropble and conflids of mind, his fpirit 

wonadedy and his oonfcience full of terrors* Upon 

his journey, he told me, he had been arguing with 

grenttr rigour againft God and religion than erer 

he had don^ in his liie-time before, and that he 

was refolred to rim them down with all the argu- 

^ ments and fpiie in the world ; l>ut-> like the great 

convert, St« Paxd, he found it hard to kick againft 

\ tiie pricks ; for God, at that time, had fo ftrock 

I his heart by his immediate hand> that prefently he 

argued as ibo&gly for God and rirtue as before he 

had done againft it ; that God ftrangely opened his 

heart, creating in his mind moft awful andtremen* 

dons thoughts and ideas of the Divine M^ily» 

I with a delightful contemplation of the divine na- 

I ture and attriibutes, and of theloveiinefs of religion 

' and virtue* I never (faid he) was advanced thus 

far towards happinefs in my life before, though^ 

upon ^e commiffion of iome iins extraordinary, 

1 have had fame checks and warnings coniiderable 

from within,' but ftill teuggled with them, and fo 

. I wore 
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wore them ofF again. The moft obfervaWe that I 
remember was this : one day^ at an atheiftical meet- 
ing at a perfon of quality's, I undertook to manage 
the caufe, and was the principal difputant againft 
God and piety, and for my performances received 
the applaufe of the whole company ; upon which 
fny mind was terribly ilruck, and I immediately 
replied thus to myfclf : «-^ Good God ! that a man 
that walks upright, that fees the wonderful works 
of God, and has the ufe of his fenfes and reafon» 
ihould ufe them to the defying of his Creator ! Bttt» 
though this wa« a good beginning towards my con* 
veriion, to find my confcience touched for my fins, 
yet it went off again ; nay, all my life long, I had 
a fecret value and reverence for an honeft n^an, and 
loved morality in others. But I had formed an odd 
fcheme of religion to myfelf,*^ which would folvc all 
that God or confcience might force upon me ; yet I 
was not ever well reconciled to the bufinefs of Chriili* 
anity, nor had that reverence for the gofpel of Chrift 
as I ought to have. Which eftate of mind con- 
tinued till the fifty- third chapter of Ifaiah was read 
to him, (wherein there is a lively defcription of the 
fufferings of our Saviour, and the benefits thereof,) 
and fome other portions of fcripture ; by the power 
and efficacy of which word, affifted by his Holy 

; Spirit,, 



Spirit; God fo wrought upon his heart, that he dc- 
chired that the myfteries of the pafliou appear/ed as 
dear and plain to him as ever any thing did that was 
reprefented in a glafs ; fo that that joy and admira- 
tion, which poiTefTed his foul upon the reading 
of God*s word to him, was remarkable to all about 
hiin ; and he had fo much delight in his teftimonies, 
that, in my ab(ence, he begged his mother and lady 
to read the fame to him frequently, and was unfa« 
tis£ed (notwithftanding his great pain and weak- 
ndtf) till he had learned the fifty-third chapter of 
Ifaiah without book. 

At the fame time, difcourfing of his manner of 
life from his youth up, and which all men knew 
was too much devoted to the fervice of iin^ and 
that the lufts of the fiefh, of the eye, and the pride 
of life, had captivated him ; he was very large and 
particular in his acknowledgements about it, more 
ready to accufe himfelf than I or any one elfe can 
be; publicly crying out, ^O blelTed God, can fuch 
a horrid creature as I am be accepted by thee, 
who has denied' thy being, and contemned thy 
power ? A&ing often; Can there be mercy and par- 
don for me ? will God own fuch a wretch as J ? 
and in the middle of his iicknefs faid. Shall the 
unfpeakable joys of heaven be conferred on me? 
J z O 



O mighty Savioi^r I never, but tkrough thine Itf^ ' 
finite love and fatisfa^on ! O fteverj but by th« 
purchafe of thy blood ! adding^ that ^ith all ab« 
horrency Ke did refltfl uj>0A his former life ; that 
fincerely^ and &Q«ft hk heii^t# he did r^ent of lA 
that folly and mftd&efi^ which he hid t^mimtted. 

Iirdeedi he had a trtie aUd Uvlly fenfe df God'» 
pe^x tnerey to hilBl, in ilriking hiB bard health 
apd laying his ccoifcierice op6n> which hitfaerta 
wai deaf to all Qod's calls and oiethodfi V fayi&f, 
if that God/ who died fbr great as w^ll su l«fs fiii<» 
ners, did not ipeedily apply his iif finite fiierits.to hl» 
poor foul, his woiiftd was fixdi tt Ud takk cdtlld 
conceive or besa- % crying oat, that h8 >^aft the vikft 
i^fetch and dog th^t the fal& fll^d u^oii tft (htf 
eartfc bore ; that he now faw his t^^f, -in not living 
np to that reaibk whick God eftdtved hiin with, and 
^hich he tthwo^tluly vilified andt^«sinirtd ; wifliied 
hei had be^h k fbi^ng leper ci^wHffg in a ditch> 
diat ht hfid been a link-boy tA H beggar, or fdr liisr 
whofe life contiired fo a dungeon, rathet'than th\u 
lo have iin^ed ^g«inll God. 

H®w rema*kkble was his feith, iii a hearty em- 
Wcing and xievont confelffibn t)f all the articles of 
btir Ckriftito rdigion, and all l^e divine tnyfleries 
of the g^pel ! faying, d^&t that abfotd anfd fbotiih 
' . philofophy,r 



p])iIofbphy> which the world fo ^uch admired, pro^ 
pagated by the lat^ Mr. Hobbes and others, had 
undone him ai^l many more of the bell parts in the 
nation ; who, without God's great mercy to them, 
in^y never, J believe, attain tp fuch a repentance. 

J gmJk not omit tp mention his faith&l adherenice 
p>, and cafting hmUHf entirely vponi th« mexcif^ 
of Jeiii^ ChrUl, and the fr^ee grace of God, d^lare^ 
to fe|>enting finn^rs through him; with a iJiankfo} 
remembrance of his life, death, ai^d r^furreiElioQ ^ 
l>^gipg Qod U>,fir«ngthen his ^th^ an^ often cry- 
mg PQ(* liO^d^ I believe ; help thon mw? i»abe«. 
lie/; 

. Hu mi^ty ipv«5 and cflepm pf the holy fcripr 
Mix^0 bifi feipluUoA^ read them frequently aB4 
j»rdit9te Hp9» tlmm, if Q<4 ihoHld fpfu^s hm^ 

Iwivi^g akf a4y tafUd the gpod word $ for, having 
fyokJ^ PQ bi« h(eart, he ;^ci»owkdged aU th^f^mi^f 
i^ at^vrdjtiftf^ aid cpntradi3iM« th^^f, J»timi 
kymfi^ pf i;o|T#p| ai^l rfsprpblitfe j«dgemeHte, w.«ire 
jtmiAaI, mi ^ CT^^Uf^n^y ac^J^^iuty^ppciarfidi 
Mng (ome ree^e the fru^tfa iii thie Ipkp pf h« 
, His lesMmprdin^ ftrv^ni: 4sy9iimss m his fre; 
quent pcay^s 'Pf feb 'PWt^ flEi{idl i^^lkut and «;ori* 
f^ s iaiPP£l9t ^ f^0 fer the Jdag, it 61A a 
juaiiMr «s h9f»m ^ 4u;iif«i ikf^eft and a trvi^ 
.... I 3 gratefijl 
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grateful fervant ; for the church and nation, for 
fome particular relations, and then for all men ; 
his calling frequently upon me at all hours to pray 
with him or read the fcriptures to him; and> to- 
ward the end of his ficknefs, he would heartily de* 
iire God to pardon his infirmities, if he fhould not 
be fo wakeful and intent through the whole duty as 
he wifhed to be ; and that, though the fleih was 
weak, yet the fpirit was willing, and he hoped God 
would accept that. 

His continual invocation of God's grace ^d 
Holy Spirit, to fuftain him, to keep him from all 
evil thoughts, from all temptations and diabolicid 
fuggeftions, and every thing which might be pre* 
judicial to that religious temper of mind which 
God had now' fo happily endued him withal ; cry* 
ing out, one night cfpecially, how terribly the 
tempter did aifault him, by cafting upon him lewd 
and wicked imaginations ! but I thank God, faid 
he, I abhor them all, by the power of his grace^ 
which I am fure is fufficient f6r me ; I have over- 
come them ; it is the malice of the devil, becauft 
I am refcued from him ; and the goodnefs of God» 
that frees me from all my fpiritual enemies. 

His great joy at his lady's converfion from Popery 

to the church of £ngland, (being, as he termed it» 

. - afac* 
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a fa£lion fupported only by fraud and cruelty^) 
which was by her done with deliberation and mature 
judgement ; the dark mills of which have for fomc 
months before been breaking away, but now cleared 
by her receiving the blefTed facrament with her dy- 
ing hufbandy at the receiving of which no man 
could exprefs more joy and devotion than he did ; 
aad, having handled the word of life, and feen the 
falvation of God, in the preparation of his mind, 
he was now ready to depart in peace. 

His hearty concern for the pious education of his 
childxTO, wilhing that his fon might never be st 
wit, that is, (as he himfelf explained it,) one of 
thofe wretched creatures who pride themfelves in 
jibufing God and religion, denying his being or 
his providence ; • but that he might hecome an ho* 
neft and religious man, which could only be the 
fupport and bleffing of his family, complaining 
what a vicious and naughty world they were brought 
into, and that no fortunes or honours were compa- 
rable to the love and favour of God to them, in 
Vfhofe name he blefTed them, prayed for them, and 
committed them to his protection. 

His ibid charge to thofe perfons, in whofe euf- 

' tody his papers were, to burn all his profane and 

le^d wH tings, as being only fit to promote vice- and 

I 4 ijnmc^ 
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imiMorality^ by wliich he 4iad fo highly oftnded. 
God ^id iha^ed and bla^emed that holy religkm 
into which he had been baj>tized ; and all his ob^ 
icene and filthy pidures, which were fo notorioufly 
fcaadaloai. 

His readinefi to make reftitatioo. to t)^ utmofl 
of his power*, to all perfons whom he haA injiared; 
aady ^r thofe whom he coald not make a comp«a- 
faitioa to> he prayed |br God's and their pardons* 
His remarkable jofiice ia taking all poffiUe ca^ie 
for the |iaymeii^ of his debts^ which. .before he con« 
fefled he had not fo fairly and efiedaally done. 

His readi&efs to Ibigiva all Uijiiiies dt>»e againft 
him i ibme, more particularly laeatioaedj which were 
great and ppovcjcing $ nay» annexiBg ^Marato aU ^ 
afiuranoe of a future friendihtp* aad hoping hn 
jfhoald be as freely fergiven at the k^ati of God. 

How tender and co^emed was he lor his ler« 
yaats about him in his extremities^ (m^nifefted by 
the beneficence of his will to them«) pityung their 
trouble io watchmg with him and attesidiag htm^ 
treating them with candour ^nd kindaefst as if they 
had been his intimates ! , 

How hearty were his endeavours to be fi^vice^ 
able to thofe about him^ exhorting them to the 
lear md love of Codj^ aii4 to make a {^od ufe of 

hi* 
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&oiil^ kad tkem to ret>«]it«ttce I And \m^ I auft 

sot pafs bf ilia pkns tfid Moft paCoaatc fxekiwi«- 

ti4Mt to a .geotloDaa of i>xae charaAer# wko 

to vi£t kin upon his ^catk^bcd; ** O 

*' tkat you cofitemn God ao mtwe i lie it an av«a* 

«« gtnf^ God» and will Tiiitjoir far yoorias; hewilL 

'* in mercf* I hope* to«ck fDiirooiiliiience, feoncr 

^^ orlajter, aiiwkii&dotte snific Ytaasdllavebem 

<< friends and finners togetheca g!»aa«rfaile, tkereu 

^« foM I am tke aM>M free wixk yim« We kave 

^ beett all laiAakiM in o«i' cMi«ei%t atid opiaicMi^^ 

*' KMt pefli«afioA9 Kave been ^EiUe and grooiidkA ; 

«* tbwelwe God grant ywi Tcpentwicc." And, 

fseiag Kitn tbe next i»^ again> he faid to \am^ 

•* Fefiiaps yon were difcbliged by my plainncfs to 

^* you ;fefterday; I ^pafce «be v^^z of -tro^th and 

<^' fabeitt^s «o Y^pfif and {Uaiking his kand upon 

" his breail) faid, I hope God will tonch yo«r 

^iieait." 

LiktMvife has con^aiaiids to si^ to pMaah akioadji 
9uid «o kt all Attn kiiow<if «lwy knew it not ak«ai^) 
h«v fewiely God had difciplttiod him Ibrhisfina 
bf hisafll^ng hand; tknt his fcierags ^vieipe mof^^ 
feft thoEBgk he had laid ten HMmfimd tnnes mete 
. ^jpon hiini how h^ had laid one ftnip upon aoo*. 

thcr 
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tHer becaufe of his grievons provocations^ till he 
had brought him home to himfelf ; that, in his for- 
mer viiitations he had not that blefled effed he was 
now fenfible of. He had formerly fome loofe 
thoughts and flight refolutions of reforming, and 
defigned to be better, becaufe even the prefent con* 
iequences of fin were ilill peftering him, and were 
b troublefome and inconvenient to him ; but that 
now he had other fentiments of things, and aded 
upon other principles. 

His willingnefs to die, if it pleafed God, refign^- 
Ing himfelf always to the divine difpofal ; but, if 
God fhould fpare him yet a longer time here, he 
hoped to bring glory to the name of God i^ the 
whole courfe of his life, and particularly by his en- 
deavours to convince others, and to aflure them of 
the danger of their condition, if they continued im- 
penitent, and how gracioufly God had dealt with 
him. 

His great fenfe of his obligations to thofe excel* 
lent men> the right reverend my lord biihop of 
Oxford, and Dr» Marfhali, for their charitable 
and frequent viiits to him> and prayers with him ; 
and Dr. Burnett, who came on purpofe from Lon-^ 
don to fee him^ who were all very ferviceable to 
his repentance* . ' . 

Hid 
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His extraordinary duty and reverence to hit 
mother^ with all the grateful refpeds to her imagi- 
nable, and kindnefs to his good lady^ beyond ex- 
preffion« (which may well enhance fuch a lofs to 
theip^) and to his children^ obliging them, with all 
the endearments that a good hufband or a tender 
father could beflow. 

To conclude thefe remarks, I (hall only read to 
you his dying remonftrance, fufficiently attefted and 
figned by his own hand, as his trueft fenfe, (which 
J hope may be ufeful for that good end he defigned 
it,) in manner and form following. 

'* "17 O R the benefit of all tjiofe whom I may 
*' -T have drawn into fin by my example and 
" encouragement) I leave to the world this my 
^^ laft declaration, which I deliver in the prefence of 
'* the great God, who knows the fecrets of all 
'^ hearu, and before whom I am now appearing 
** to be judged. 

*' That, from the bottom of my foul, I deteft . 
*' and abhor the whole courfe of my former wick- 
** ed life ; that I think I can never fufficiently 
.^^admire the goodnefs of God, who has given me 
■^* a true fenfc of my pernicious opinions and vile 
. . '* prac- 



fi24 ^ %\%m^^ pri^hfi ni tig 

^« praftices, by whkh I have hithexto lived witli-* 
" out hope and without God in the world; havi^ 
*' been an open enemy to Jefus ChriA, doing the 
*f utmoft deipite to the Holy Spirit of Grace. And 
y that the greatcft teftimony of my charity to fuch 
** is, to warn them, in the name of God, and, as 
** they regard the welfare of their immortal fouls, 
*' no more to deny his being, or his providence, or - 
^* delpife Hs gobdhefs ; no more to make a mock 
** of fin, or coatemn the pure and excellent re,. 
** ligion of my ever bl^l^ Redeemc^r, throiigk 
^'•whofe merits alone, I, one of the grcateft fin- 
^' ners, do yet hope for mercy and fbrgivenefe. 
^* Amen/' 

PECLARE0 and siCNED in the prefence of 
ANNE ROCHESTER. . 
ROBERT PARSONS. 

J. ROCHESTER, 

- Aid now I cannot, but mcatioi!« vnA joy and 
admiraiicm^ that fteady tenifker of miwi which he 
cajoyei thmogh ^ whole foirfe «f hii ficImeA 
imd sepentaace ; which mduft fia«0od« not Jfrom a 
liiiiry mi perturbation of fiipd or iwEy,. arifis^ 

froa 
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fittiii tlf« ifear of death or dread of iiell onIy» but 

from an lAgefitioin lore to God, and an nniform 

regaid to tirtue, (fuitable to that fUemn declara-^ 

tKMi <^ his» i would not commit the leaft fin to 

gttia a kingdom,} widi all poffiUe fymptomsof a 

laftkig petfevenmce in it, if God fhouM have re- 

ftored him. To which may be added, his comfbrt- 

aMe perfaafiofts of God's dccepting him to hi» 

mercy, faying, three or four days before hia deaths 

I ftiaii die» but <^, what ttnfpeakable glories do I 

ftc! what joys, beyond thoaghtor acpreffion, am 

I.ftnUbleofl I am affiired of Ood*8 mieicy to me 

thmttgh Jefas ChriS« Oh how I long to die, and 

be with my Sanour i 

Thse time of hxs ficfcnefs and repentance was jnft 
idfie weeks ; in all winch time be was fi> much 
matter of his reafen, and had fir clear an nnder^ 
ftanding, {favtng thirty hours, about the middle 
of it, in whkh he was delirious,) that he had 
never di£lated or fpoke more compofed in his life : 
and therefore, if any (hall continue to fay his 
piety w&s Ae effe£fc of madnefs or vapours; let 
me teli thcfm, it is highly dilfngenaons, and tha€ 
the afcrtion is as^ftlly as it is wicked. * And, more- 
over, that the force of what I have delivered may 
be^not evaded by wicked men, who are refolved to 

harden 
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harden their hearts, maugre all coavidion8> hy' 
faying, this was done in a corner; I appeal, for 
the truth thereof, to all forts of perfbns who, in 
cpnfiderable numbers, viiited and attended him, an4 . 
more particularly to thofe eminent phyiicians who . 
were near him,' and converfant with him in the 
whole courfe of his tedious dcknefs ; and who^ 
if any, are competent judges of a phrenfy or . 
delirium. 

There are many more excellent things in vocf 
a,bfence which have occafionally dropt from his 
mouth, that will not come within the narrow com- 
pafs of a fermon; thefe, I hope, will fufficiently 
prove what I produce them for.. And, if any ihall 
be Hill unfatisfied here in this hard-hearted gene- 
ration, it matters not, let them at their coil be 

I. 

unbelievers flill, fo long as this excellent penitent 
enjoys the comfort of his repentance* And now, 
from all thefe admirable iigns, we have great rea-> 
fon to believe comfortably, that his repentance wa» 
real, and his end happy ; dnd accordingly im^te 
the neighbours and couiins of Elizabeth* (Luke i. 
58.) who, when they heard how the Lord had 
(hewed great mercy uponiier, came and rejoiced 
with her. 

Thus 
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' Thus his dear mother ihould rejoice, that the 
fon of her love and of her fears, as well as of her 
bowels, is now bom again into a better world; 
adopted by his Heavenly Father, and gone before 
her to take poiTeifion of an eternal inheritance* 

II. His truly loving confort ihould rejoice, that 
God has been fo gracious to them both, as at the 
fame time to give him a iight of his errors in point 
of praflice, and herfelf (not altogether without 
his means and endeavours) a fight of hers in point 
of faith. And truly; coniidering the great preju- 
dices and dangers of the Roman religion, I think 
I may aver, that there is joy in heaven, and ihould 
be on earth, for her converfion as well as his. 

III. His noble and moil hopeful ifTue fliould re^r 
joice, as their years are capable; not that a dear 
and loving father has left them, but that, fince h^ 
muft leave them, he has left them the example of a 
penitent, and not of a (inner ; the blefling of a iaint, 
in recommending them to an all-fufficient Father, 
and "^ot entailing on them the fatal cnrfe that at- 
tends the pofterity of the wicked and impenitent. 

IV. All good' men ihould rejoice to fee the 
triumphs of the crofs in thefe latter days, and the 
words of divine wiidom and power. And bad mea 

■ ' '. certainly'^ 
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ceitlinlf , \^bc3ievtr tkejr conildef ic> are tsio&, of 
all concerned to joy and rejoice in it, as a coa- 
denmed malefjufior ia to hear that a £eIlow<4:riininal 
has got lut pardon, ami that he may do (o too if 
he fpeedtly iiie for it. 

Attd this joy of all will fiill be the greater^ if 
we compam it with the jioy there is in heaven in 
the caib ^rf* juft, peribns that need no repentance^ 
joz* that aeed not fuch z iblemn extraordinary 
tcpattzact, orthewhok change of heart and mind^ 
as gieat inneru do: and of this my text pronoun* 
ceSy that there is **- greater joy in heaven over 
'^ one fack finneii^ that truly repenteth> than there 
^* is onar ninety aad nine jiift perfons that need 
^ not inch iepemtanoe«" One reafon of which we 
mayconcetvie to he this; that fuch a penitent's 
foTBier faiitags are oidinarily the oocafion of a 
jpeater aad auve aftire piety afterwards ; as our 
convert <ameftiywifhed that God would be pieafed. 
to l^ase him hit one year m^e, that in that he 
fiught honour his name proportlottably to th^ dif> 
honour done to God in his whAe life pad* And 
l«e fee St« Paul laboured more abundantly than all .^ 
the apsiUes in the planting of the churchy becaufe .J 
he had raged fttrioufly before in the deftfu&ion of 1 
at I «id4>ur Saviour himfelf tells us« " that^ *' to 

<* whom 
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*• Vvhom much is forgiven, they will love much; but 
•*' to whom little is forgiven, they will love little." 

* It is certainly the more fafe, indeed the only fafe 
way, to be conftantly virtuous ; and he that is wiie ■ 
iiideed, i. e. wife unto falvation, will endeavour to 
be one of thofc that need no repentance ; I mean^ 
tkat intire and whole . work of beginning anew. . 
but will draw out the fame thread through his 
whole life, and let not the fun go down upon any 
of his fins: but then the other repentance is more 
remarkable, and, where it is real, the more efFec-, 
tual, to produce a fervent, and a fruitful piety j 
Befides the greater glory to God in the influence 
of the example. Which may probably be a farther 
ireafon of the exceflive joy of the angels at the con* 
verfion of fuch a finner ; becaufe they, who are bet- 
ter acquainted with human nature than we, know* 
ing it apt, like the Pharifees, to demand a fign from 
heaven for the reformation of corrupted cuftoms, 
difcern likewife, that fuch defperate fpiritual recove- 
ries will feem fo many openings of the heavens in 
the defcent of the Holy Dove, vifible to the ftanders 
by, and accordingly will have the greater influence 

• upon them. And it is this, in the laft place, that I 
am to recommend to all that hear me this day. 

And, having thus difcharged the office of an hifto- 

rian, in a faithful reprefentation of the repentance 

and con verfion of this great finner, givp me leave 

K now 
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now to Befpeak you as ^n ambaiTadof of Chrift^ ail^^ 

in his name, carneftly perfuade you to be reconciled 

to }Sm\ and to follow ^his illuibious perfon, not in 

his Hhs any more, but in his ibrrOws for them, and 

hVs ferfakirig them* ff there be any in this place^ 

of feifewhei'e, who have been drawn into a compla-^ 

cfency or praftice of any kind of fin from his example^ 

Kt Uiofe efpecially be perfiiaded "to break oifF their 

iitts by re|)entan'ce, ty the fame example ; that as hi 

ims bceii for the fall, fe he fiiay iiow be For the rifing 

ai^h, of minyin IfraeL God kifoWs there are too 

lAany diat are wife enough to difcem and follow the 

eJtamples of evil^ b'Ut to do good fibm tlrofe example* 

ftey hiive no pi6We*r ; like thofe abfurd flatterers we 

fead oT, wh6 cotild imitate Plato in his his crooked-^ 

tieft^ Anftotle in his ftanimeiing^ ind Alexander the 

GVeat in the bending of his heck and the ihrillncfs 

Si lis voicey but either could not, or would not, 

imitate them in afty of their perfe£ti6ns» Such as 

thefe I would befeecb, in their cooler feafons, to aik 

themfelves that quefti6h,*'What fruithad you in thofe 

" things whereof you now are afhamed, for the end 

*• of thefe things is death ?'* And if any encourage 

themfelves in their wickednefs from this example, 

refolving however to enjoy the good things that mt 

prefent, to fill tjiemfelves with coftly wines, and to 

• let no part of pleafurepafs by them untailed, fuppo-> 

iing» with the gofpel rich man, that when one comes 

to 
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tQ ibem from tl^e de^d, when iickn^fs or old ^^ 
approgchesj t|i^t tfcen they v^ill repcpt ; let fnch ^ 
thefe confide the dreadful hazard they run by fi^ch 
periiicipHs counfels* It m^y fae» (fnd it is but ju^ 
with Gp4it S^orM l^fj) that* whii|l tl^ey are m^oyg 
provifion for the fl^ih to fulfil the lufts thereof, and 
f^ faying to t|ieir fqnls, foul, thoo h^fl q[%uchgpp4s 
la^d up for many years, therefore take tlune eafe, 
e|it> dripk, and be inerry ; perhaps ja# then at the 
f^me time the hand of God maybp wrfting, upon the 
W^U? of their habitations, that f^tai fentence, '* thou 
*' foo}, this night ih^ll thy foul be required of thee, 
'^ and then whofe (ball all tkofe t)iings be which 
f • thou haft |>roflufe4 ?" And wh^t fad refleftioijs 
mnft fuch a one need make upon his own folly, 
^hejv he ktn all that mirth and ea4» which he has 
^roinifed himfeJLf for fo many years^ mull be at aji 
?ij^ iui a very few hours ? And not only fo, but th^t 
p|r]:h turned into bowlings, and that eafe into a he^l 
pf flames ; whe^ the fgul muft be torn away on a fudden 
from the things it loyed, and go where it wi4 hate to 
.live, and yet cannot die. And were it not better for us 
to embrace cordially the things which belong to our 
eycrlafting peace, before they are hid from our eyes ? 
Were it not better for us all to be y/ifc betimes, by pre- 
venting fuch adangier, than to open our eyes, a? the un- 
happy rich man did, w^ew we are in a place of torment / 
Ni-Be perfuaded then with humbk^ |>enitent, aii4 
K 2 obedient. 
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obedient, hearts to meet the bleflcd Jefus, who Is 
now on the way, abd comes to us vti the perfon and 
in the bowels of a Saviour, wooing us to accept thofe 
eafy conditions of pardon and peace offered in his 
holy gofpel, rather than to day till he become our 
advcrfary, and our judge too, when he will deliver 
us over to the tormentors, till we have paid the ut- 
moft farthing, i. c. to all eternity : when thofe, 
who have made a mock at fin all their lives, an3 
laughed at the pretended cheats of religion and its 
' priefls, fhall find themfelves at lafl the greatefl fools, 
and the moft fadly cheated in the world : for Gocl 
will then laugh at their calamity, and mock when 
their fear cometh, when it cometh as defolation, 
and their deftrudion as a whirlwind. And fince they 
would not fuffer his mercy to rejoice over his juftice, 
nor caufe any joy in heaven, as the text mentions, in 
their converfion, his juftice will certainly rejoice over 
his mercy, and caufe joy in heaven, as it did at thfe 
fall of Babylon, which would not be cured, (Rev. xix.^" 
I .) in their confufion* And, oh ! that there wias fucfi a 
heart in them, that they would confider this betimes ! 
that, in the jnidft.^rf their carnal jollities, they 
would but vouchfafe one regard what may happen 
hereafter, and what will certainly be the end of thefo. 
things ! For however the fruits of fin may feeni 
pleafant to the eye, and to be defired to make one 
Teem wife and witty to the world, yet, alas \ shey arc 

but. 
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l>ut jempty and unfatisfadtory at prefent^ and leave a 
n^ortal fting behind them^ and bitternefs in the lat- 
ter end; like the book St. John ate, (Rev. x. 10,) 
*' which in his mouth was fweet as honey, but, as 
*' foon as he had ate it, his belly was better.** 
And that God fhould pleafe at lafl; to bring men 
back in their old age from their finful courfes, by 
a way of weeping, to pluck them as firebrands out 
of cverlalling burnings 5 yet if men confider how 
t^re and difficult a thing it is to be born again when 
one is old ; how many pangs and violences to nature 
there mufl needs be to put off the habits and incli- 
nations to old fins, as difficult (faith the prophet) a4 
for the leopard to change his ipots or the iEthiopiaji 
liis fkin : and then, when that is done, what fears 
and weakneffes even a cure muft It^ve behind : I 
fay, he that duly confiders this, will think it better 
to fecure his falvation, and all his prefent true com-* 
forts, by preferving his innocency, or alleviating his 
work by a daily repentance for leffer failings, than to 
venture upon one iingle chance of a death-bed repen- 
tance ; which is no more to be depended upon, for 
the performance or acceptance, than it can encourage 
any man not to labour, becaufe Elias was fed by ra- 
.vens, or the liraelites with manna from heaven* 

If then there be any (though, alas ! that need not 
^e afked) that have made the greatnefs of their wit, 
or birth, or fortune^ inftruments of iniquity to ini- 
quity I 



guity I let thpm ngw wnven tii?m to that mglnaf 
noble uft for wWeh Go4 intended th^?i, viz. to b^ 
Inftruments of righteoufnefs unto holineis* 

To th?fe efpeciajly that arf thus grc^t, not onI|r 
Cpcl, but ^s fTf^t pgrfoji alfo, by n|y mputJl, be- 
ing, dead yet fp^aketh j fox as St, Paul ftc|B«4 niPf« 
efpeci^Uycpnjcerned for hU b^etl^ren and kinfnieii 
Recording to the fleft ; end even tie yick man iji 
liell, though fufH^iently dijlr^ftei by his own fufFer- 
ings, yet fee^s hngejy 4e%pu8 that one Blight hp 
fent from the dead to hjs brethren, tbat he might 
teiiify unto them> left they alfo come .into th$t plape 
of torment; fo this illuftrioixs convert^ after God 
had opened his eyes to fee his follies, was more eipe. 
' cially defirous of the falvation of thqfe that were hi^ 
brethren^ though not in the flefh, yet in the grpat* 
nefs of their quality and of |heir fins ; paf&onatelv 
wifhinjj, that all fuch were not only almoft, but 
altogether, f^ch as he now w^as, faving his bodily 
afRidions ^'and of great force, methinks, fhovild the 
admonitions of a dying friend be. 

Now thefe eipecially I would befeech, as the mi- 
nifter of Chrift, ^nd fu^h ^s, though ^ye jyc reviledj 
weblefs; though wt .are defained, we intreatj Jp 
fuffer the word of e;^hortatipn» .thaj they would nptt 
terminate their ey^s upon the outward pomp^;ind 
pageantry that a^ttend them, as the vulgar Jews di4 
upon ^ek ntes and cerep[K)Aies ; J>ut (as the wiftf 

Ifraelitea^ 
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Ifi-aelitesy who cfteemed tiiofe glittering formalities 
as the types and images ot heavenly things) be 
quickened by them to the ambition ot original ho-^ ' 
iiours and future glory- How much wel-e it to be 
wi&ied, that fuch perfons efpeclally would be fol- 
towers of God and goddnels, lincfe, whether they 
Will or not, other men ^ill be followers of them. 

It is true, the Umptatioh's oi gx^kt perfons are 

more and greater than thofe of inferiors ; but then 

ttieir abilities and uhderilatldiligs ate ordinarily 

greatier too ; and, if they lie more open to the aifaults 

of tht devil, they havife genel-ally greater ^gacity to 

forefee the d'angfer, aii'd fliore ^o^cttiA alJiftance t6 

go throtigh it* NolP is piety iweonfiflent with greats 

feefe ahy inore thiin it is with policy, but is the btft 

feu^&tSon and fecnrity both to the one and the bthei*. 

^e breeding of MoKfes 4A toun, without doubt, 

contributed much eteh toM's*eligiousperfofmancers, 

ix leaft fo far ^s to ttiake thetii xaxAt ulbfUl and e^;^ 

'eiuplary to others : but then he was fincetely virtuotsfs 

all the while, as well whilft reptited the fon of 

Pharaoh's daughter as when Jethrb's foYl-in-law. 

\i^e find ChrifKans in Caefar's houfehold as foon as 
any where elfe in Rome ; and, when ChriManity had 
t)nce gained Coiiftah tine, it fpread itfelf farther over 
the empire in a few years than before it had done 
in feme centuries. Since then fo much good or mif- 
chief depends upcto iUttAlnou« examples, will it not 

better 



136 . ^ €rrmon. Sec* 

better become men to draw the multitude after them to ^ 
heaven by tlieir piety, than*by'infe6lious guilts be at 
the head of a miferable company of the damned. 

*Tis this piety, a timely and exemplary piety, that 
will perpetuate, to men of birth and fortunes, their 
honours, and their eftates too, as well by deriving 
on them the blefling of God, who is the true foun- 
tain of honour, as by creating an awe and reverence 
for them from all orders of men, even to many ge- 
nerations ; a reverence which will be frefh and laft- 
ing, when all the trophies of wit and gaiety are laid 
in the duft. 'Tis this piety that will be the guide 
of their youth, and the comfort of their age; for 
length of days are in her right hand, and in her left 
hand riches and honour. 'Tis this, and this oaly^ 
that can make all outward bleflings comfortable, 
indeed bleilings to us, by making them the fteps 
and means of attaining the never-fading honours and 
incomprehenfible glories of that kingdom which is 
above ; where there ihalltc no fin, nor fickncfs, nor 
pain, nor tears, nor death, butwefhall reft from all 
our labours, and our works fliall follow us. 

Unto which God of his infinite mercy bring us, 
for the merits and mediation of Jefus Chrift ovjr 
Saviour : to whom, with the Father and Holy 
Spirit, let us afcribe all praife and adoration, 
now and for ever. Atoen ! 

f I if J S, 



